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FALL CAMPS.
Liv A CoNtIMANDumN OFII'CRR.

N the military news colinin, Mail and
Lmpire july 25, a correspondent in(lei
the no(> (le plume of "Rojýaur l)umn,'
veCntures to assert that the answcrs
given by thc )e (, to the re(juCst
of the Gencrai commanding, asking,

R their opinion as to the a(lvisability of
holding fail camps, ivili ail without ex-
ception r-eport favorably (l hiope the),

assertiond go on to ashow~ tha: ingw
sugsch reports the\. are one and ail studying (heir own in(Iivi(hil

%vislies and gains regarlcss of the interests of the niîlitia. Now
MNr. Edlitor, 1 hiold this asrint entol rs ie io
our l).A.G. 's, but uipon our niilitia at large. WVhile not consider-
iîig a defence neccssary (otrit-4à ' being aIl %vell knownl as
-gentlemien of hon1or), i hiold that suich statemlents shouild no( go
uinchialleng-ed. Hiaviing the pleasuire of ant acquaintance witlî quite
a numnber of the menibers of tlîc district staffs, 1 cani confidently
s1)eak o>f the great interest they take in the niiilitia al)art fromn any,
nmcrccnary motives an(i i(leas as suggcsted, more esl)ecialiv in No.
I district, of Xvilichl 1 have a better ac(îuaititance. One of our cor-
respondent's objections t<> a faîl camp is that thie battalions would
flot mutster full strcngthi, thercfore thecir percentage i n the efficiencv
coml)etition wouild be reduced. Now 1, wvîth înany othiers, look
uipon the efiiency coml)etiti>n as a big farce as heretofore carried
out, evcîy inspecting (>ffcer hiaving a standard of his own, therefore
tinfair to the niilitia at large. Il e also says that iii his c<>unty a
corporal s guard pet- Company cotuld nlot l)C Irot to turn out in Sept-
cml)er. Of course, that ia>' bc, but there must be somiething very

cxccl)tionial iii thc commianding offices- an(i conîipany officers. TIhey
must belong to that ciass which, i ani sorry to say, we have a few
of, who take no interest in their corps fromi one camp to another,
and arc willing to let it run itseif (thouigl i admit there is very littie
encouragement for one doing anything cisc).

But, stupposing only a corl)oral's guar(i could l)e got out, if youi
have suifficient men for drill puirposes, the Most important adjunicts
of a regimient-the officers and section comnmanders-wotild lbe
driiied. 1 ni thc case of troule, mien could bc got and knockced into
shape in a short timie, but not so ofhcers andl section comiman(icrs.

1 have l)een in mari) camps both in june andi Septemiber, an(I
w~hile admnitting junc is the best month, my experience of Scptemn-
ber camps lias been ver>' satisfitctorvN, and 1 believe that the reports
of commnanding officcrs generally will be in favor of camp thîs fait,
thc harvcst being carly' and ce'crything favorable, and more esîleCi-
ailv wvhen their cmmnancîs have not been miustercd silice Junc 1893.
i have no fear of turning ouit a good battalion, a credit to its colintry
andl tp to the establishicnt.

'l'lie (irilling of a rural battalion rit companty hed 1 atr per-
forming thceir (drill iii thc evenings, a(lvocate(l ly our correspondent,
is iml)ractical)le on accouint of the men beinig scattcrcd over a radiuis
of înany' miles ;l)esi(ies thl ý,anîe discipline is not miaintained as ini
b)rigadie camp)s. It siniplv nicans thiat if wc hiave no camps thlis
faîl comtliian(ling otticers niay as %veli rcvert to the sedentary or re-
serve iîiitia and their corps be (lisl)ande(i.

'ri'e camps should be hixed foi- sorte certain periods, even if it
is Onl\ Onîce vey4, 5, or 6 ),cars.

At a meeting of the Montreai Anmalgamiated Rîife Aýssociation it
wvas (ieci(ic< to hold their animal priie meeting on Septcm lier i 9 th.
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YOU WILL SEE IT AGAIN. e

As we were iinable to supply thie demanid by several hwndreds of 0
the July i 5 th issue of IiHE MiîxrAk Gzî'1i'E conitaiing photograph

Sof the Shoeburyness teamn, we initend re-ptiblishinig it iimmiediately oni
their arrivai in Canada.MOrders. for extra copies mnust bc senit at oilce, SO as to eniable us

to print the required amounit.

MOrder Early. Price, 10 Cents.
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