
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTIILY

to bave it altered. But lot hin try iii the proper quarter and iii the
proper way; get at the Legisiatuire, the only efficient powTer. It is
as idie for a doctor or other person dissatisficd \Vith a ridle of law
to gird at the Judge or at, the lawycrs as it would be for a lawyer
to niake it a reproaehi to the miedical profession that arsenic is
poison or srnalffox infections. The rernedies arc difcrciît. In
niedicine, apply other laws of nature; in law, get the law chianged.

Another distinction betwcen law andi niedicine is offen lost
sight of. The objcct of the professionî of niedieiiîe is to (-lre the
individutal, to miako or keep sonieonie well (f ai oi inot losing siglit
of puiblic hygiene-tbat is bu t a îu( ans for kecpin, inoli vitliils
healthy, applieti en b>loc iinsteaid of iindividnall' .) Lt is tathedioetoi.
a niatter of perfect indîifteroucee wbiat nîay lue Oie moral eliaracteýr,
the disposition, the past, of the I)cis(Ju coinin itted( ta biis care ; ho
nav ' y e a Bill Sykes, a Seth 1>ccksîîîtf or a Ned ('heervblo; the

ilîost liar(lenC(l ruffiani or a uiioilcl citizen ; bie îaay have been
injiuiet in tr ' ing to munrder or to buirgiarize, or iii an boeroic
attempt to save life. Thei doctor's, skill and catre are gîv-en to onie
as to the other, and nîo distinction is miade. Perhials the doctor

woi(lle filied witb disgust anl riùto iidigniation, or with
sincerest admnirationi, if hie were ta allow hiniseif to contemplate
bis patient ; but be (lacs îot ; bis business is to eurc bad or good,
vicions or virtuons, the rnost despicablo or the mnost admirable.

I bave just read an accounit of a soldier whio desorted again andi
again in tbe face of the enemyv. At lengtli lic wvas condeînicd to
(Ieath. In despair fie, tried to kili fiiinscîf, but sneceedcd Gul' iii
blowing away a part of bis face and jaw. lc was plut in the
doctor's care to fie guardcd against infection, to ho treated witli al
skill, to fie nuîrsed bock to strength, aîud then to ho stood agoinst
tbe wall and sbot.5

Witii the indiida ualis an i id ua,(lil, tbe litwver lbas nlothi îug
to do ; it is wlen bie contes in contact wvith otiiers tbat the law 'ver' s
stnd 'v l)egins. Wbiat arc lus riglits ? T baiit inean1 wliot is lic on-
tit[cd to reeei\ve at the bonds of others ? Whiat is lie ontitled to keep
froîn otiblers ? W'ba l ie do ta othirs ?, Xcxt, wliat are Lis
(hities ? Tliit luieinus, what iîuust fie dIo ta or for others, wliat iiuist
lic refrain fromn doing ta others ?lZiglîts and duties arc the wlîolc
of the law.

0 Ocueral Sutherland, one of the leaders of the American Sympathizers in 1838,
was condemned to death by a court martial in tis iarty. While in the aid Toronto gaol
on the north-west corner of King ani Chuireli Streets, waiting for execution, he
opened an artery in an attempt which nearly proved suiccessful, to commit suicide.
He was discovered in time, the hemorrhage Ftayed and hia life saved. Uliimateiv he
was set free and allowed f0 returiy to the United Stntes; but his attempt at suicide
had notlîing fo do with the Royal clemency. Our Canadiens would have joyfuily hanged
him, but the Home Government was more merciful. I have told the story of this General
in an article in the Caaadian Magazine for Novemb-er. 1914, " A Patriot General."


