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The dignity of the Eastern Churches,
shown fortb by ancient and distingnished
mcnoments, is in great veneration and
glory through the whole Christian world.
For the origin of man’s redemption, ac-
cording to the most merciful plan of God,
having takieg place among them, they
bave quickly hsstened on to such in-
crease a8 to attain the praise of apostle-
ship and martyrdom, of doctrine and
holiness, irr the first degree, and have
brought forth the earliest joys of moat

.ugeful fiuit. Ard from them the amplest

and most beneficial power has flowed
widely and wonderfolly tnother peoples,
while the most blesscd Peter, Prince of
the Apraties. strikirg down the multi-
form depraviry of errcr and of vice,
brought, under Heaverly guidance, the
light of Gud’s truth, the good tidings of
peace, apd the ¢ liberty with which
Cbrist has made us free,” into that city
which was the mistress of nations. But
the Roman Church, the head of all
Churckes, bas from Apcstolic memory
been accustomed to show the greatest
honor snd charity to the Churchee of the
Esst, and to mutually rejoice in their
faithful obedience. And she, through
varied and bitter trials, has never ceased
lo provide for and benefit them, to lift
them from their perils, to bind them to
her when they were friendly, to recall
them when they fell away, Nor was it
the last office of her vigilance to guard
perpetually and defend in their entirety
those particular custors and methods of
worship of each Eastexn people which, in
scccxdance with ber authority and wis
dem, she declared lawful; in proof
wherecf are the many acts which Qur
predecessarzs—pre-eminently Pius 1X,
of happy memory—either themselves by
their own decrees, or by the Sacred
Council for the spreading of the Christian
name, considered to be most prudent.

“We, aleo, moved and led on by not
less zeal, at the very beginning of Our
Pontificate turned Qur eyes in love on
the Christian nations of the East. Indeed,
‘We hastened toshow Our anxiety for the
allevistion of their neceesities, ard since
then, We have seized other opportunities
showing them Our hearty good will. But
assuredly nothing was, noris, more in
acccxdance with antiquity snd piety,
than so to excite In hearts bound to the
Holy See, tho warmth and fraitinlvess
of the faith, that they may mount to the
excellecce and praiseworthiness of their
ancestors, by the renewal of their ex-
ample,

We bsve already been able to give cer
tain belp to these Churches. We have
founded a college in this city itself for
the education of the Armenian and Ma-
ronite clergy, and also at Philippopolis
ard Adrianople for the Bulgarians; We
have decreed to found, at Athenes, & col-
lege to be called the Leonine ; also, We
give every favour to the Seminsry of St.
Anne, which hsa been begun at Jerusa-
lcm to educate the Melchite clexrgy. We
ars also engaged in increasing the num-
ber of Syrians among the students of the
Usrbanian College, and in restoring the
Athapasian Coliege of the Greeks to its
original purpose. This Gregory XIIL,a
munificent benefactor, wisely longed for.
Most distinguished men have there been
trained. Many other things also of »
similar nature We now most vehemently
wish to attempt and to effcot, since, God
inspiring Us, We have adopted & plan,
long thought on, of cslling by specisal
letter princs and people to the happi-
ness of unity in Divine Faith.

.+ Now, among the Christian natiors so
lamentably torn from Us We hesten to
call, to exbort. to besee:h, the Orientals,
firet of all, with the greatest Apostoiic
and Paternal charily, 1t has happened
to Us, fortunately, to daily more and
mors foster the hope We enteriained,
and it is certamn that so salutary s work
bas special claims upon Us, so that We
may tboroughly fulfil the expectations
men may form of the foresight of the
Apostolic See, as well by removing all
cause of ill-feeling or suapicion, as by
applying the best remedies for reconcilia-
© tion. We think the fittest course to take
is to apply Our wind and Our care to
safegnard the discipline peouliar to the

~ Qriental Churches, as We¢ have ever:

- done.’

Indeed, We have always worked on

‘ed for. Eastérn |
low the same plan in those to be fonnded,
viz, : that the students should worship
in, and obaerve with the greateal venera-
tion, their own rites, and shounld learn
-and practise them. Indeed, there is more
importance, than may be thought, in the
preservation of Eastern Rites, For that
august antiquity; by which the various
classes of those rites are ennobled, isa
distinguished omament to the whole
Church, and a preof of the Divine Unity
of the Catholic Faith. For, thence, in
truth, while their own Apcstolic origin
shows mare clearly in the principal
Churches of the East, there appears sim-
ultaneously and shines forth their closest
unity with the Roman Church frcm the
very beginning. Nor perbaps is there
anything more admirable to illustrate
the note of Catbolicily in God’s Church
than the singular evidence which is
sbown by the different ceremonial forms
and the noble tongues of antiquity, made

more noble from the use of them by the

Apostles snd the Fatbers ; as if aimost

in imitation of what ocourred to Chuist,

the Divine Author of the Church, at His

birth, when the Wise Men from different

quarters of the East came “to_adore

Him” (Matt. ii., 1,2). And bere it is in

point to remark that the Sacred Rites,

although in themselves not instituted to

prove the truth of the Catholicdoctrines,

do nevertheltes show them forth in a

lively manner, and splendidly portray

them.

Wherefore the true Church of Christ,
as she greatly desires to preserve invio-
late those things which, as being Divine,
are unchangeable ; 8o, in vsing their
forms she has sometimes allowed or con-
ceded novelty where it would be in
accord with due veneration to antiquity.
[n this way thera appears the power of
her vitality, which grows not old, and
she sbines forth more magnificent'y as
Christ’s spouse, whom the wisdom of the
Holy Fathers saw shadowed forth in the
words of David: “The Queen stoold on
thy right band, in gilded clothipg, sor
rounded with variety . . in

golden bcrders, clothed re with

varie ies” (P, xliv., 9, 14 )

Therefore, since this diverity of

QOriental liturgy, proved by facts, besides

its othexr worth, is turned into so much

honor and uss te the Church,surely it is

no less a part of ourduty that careshould

be taken lest damsage tbrough impru-

dence should arise from those ministers of

the Gospel whom the charity of Curist

leads out of the West to those Eistern

nations. Valid, indeed, remain those

thcse things which on this n atter Bene-

dict X1V., Our illustrious predecessor,

wieely and with forethought, decreed by

the constitution Damandatam in the

form of a letter given on the 24th day of

Decemter, 1743, to the Antiochene Patri-

arch of the Melcbite Greeks and to a'l

the Bishops of that Rite, subject to the

great Patriarch. But as a long space of

time has elapsed, and conditions of

things in those places have been changed,

snd the Latin missionaries and institutes

have been mulliplied there, it bas come

to pass that the peculiar care of the

Apostclic See is required ; and, that this

will be opportuns, We Quraelves, in these

lattexr years have learnt by many siguos,

and we ara confirmed in this by the mnst

just desires of Qur Venerable B-ethren,

Patriarchs in the East, whoie communi-

cations have come to Us, time and again.

But in order that the fulness of the whol2

of this matter might be more openly dis-

played, and more fitling methods of deal-

ing with it might be secured, We decided

to summon the said patriarchs lately to

Our city, to enter into discussiin with

them. Along with several of Our beloved

sops, Cardinals of the Holy Boman

Church, we beld frequent deliberations.

Now baviog fully pondered upon all
those things which we mutusliy proposed
and diecussed, we determined to unfold
and amplify such regulations of the
Benedictive Constitution as might be
profitable to the altered circumstances
of those peoples. In securing this, We
took this principle from the said Conati-
tution, namely, that the Latin priests
should be sent by the Apostolic See inlo
those regione for this intention only,
that they might be a help and assistance
to the Patriarchs and Bishops ; carefully
gusrding lest im the nse ot facultiea
granted to them they should act in preju-
dice of the jurisdiction of the said
patriarchs and Bighops, and decrease the
number of their subjeots (Conat. ** De-
lmandatam,” N, 18) From which it is
clear by what "laws- the duties of these

ur;d

this plm ‘ih"';the-Clei'ioﬁ Inumnt.es found-
peoples, and we sball fol-

Latin Tpriasts” elative to] thel®
Hierarchy, should be governed.” * °

Lord, relying as We do on the  sut
of the apoaties, to prescribe and &
the following regnlations, deolaxin
these presents Oar wish and resolve,
the said Benediotine decrees, which W,

Greeks, shall regard all the faithfully

universally of every Oriental rite. |,

gel or help shall win over any Orieutal
to the Latin rite, besides suspensio a
divinis, which be will incur {pso facio,
and the other penalties inflicted by the
eaid Copstitution ‘Demandatam,’ shall
be deprived and exoluded from his office ;
and in order that this regulation shali
stand clear and firm, We order that a
copy of it sball be declared and published
among the Latin Churches.

No. II. Where & priest of their own
rite is wanting, to whom the Oriental
Patriarch may give the epiritnal admin-
istration of his people, there, the parish
priest of snother rite may undertake
charge of them, using the same gpecies
as they, fermented or unfermented, for
consecration ; and let him be preferred
who uses them according to the Oriental
rite. Let the faithful have the power
to communicate in eitber rite, not mere-
ly in those places where there is no
chuxch or priest of their own rite, as was
decreed on the 18th day of Aagust in the
year 1898 by the Sacred Council for the
propagation of the Christian name, but
even where on sccount of distance from
their church they cannot reach it except
with great difficulty; and of this the
Ordinaries are to be judges. And let this
be clearly understood, that he who has
communicated, eveu for a long time ac-
cording to & rite not his own, is not
therefors to be considered to bave chang-
ed bias rite; but in all other matters he
must continue submitted to his parish
priest.

No. III. The Latin sodalities of re-
ligious who Iabor for the education of
youth in the East, if they have inany
college a rather largenumber of atudents
of the Oriental xite, muat, after consults-
tion with the Patriarch, have in their
institution, for the use of the students, a
priest of their own rite to say Mass, to
give Communion, to teach catechism in
their mother tongue, and to explain their
rites ; or at least on Sundays and holi-
days of obligatinrn they must summon
such a priest for these duties. Where:
fore We decreethat whatever privileges,
even specially mentioned, the said sodal-
ites may enjoy, in accordance with which
students of the Oriental rite, as long as
they stay in their colleges, may follow
the Latin rite, are allabolished. Bt let
preeidents, with religious equity, esee to
the observance of the ritual abstinences;
likewise let care be taken for thestndents
who live outside ; these must be sent, or
taken, 10 their own churches or religicus
cdifices, unless it seems fitting that they
ghould be admitted to the sacred Offices
along with the students of the same rite,
who live in.

No. IV.—The same regulations must
be carried out, as far as can be, in sodali-
ties of religions women who ars employ-
ed in the education of girls in convents
and schools, and if, owing to times and
oircumstances, any change shonld saeem
befitting, it must not be made before the
cousent of the Patriarch and the per-
mission of the Apostolic See has been
obtained.

No. V.—New colleges for the education
of youth, or houses of religious of either
sex, according to the Latin rite, must
not be opened in future until the con-
sent of the Apostolic See has been asked
and obtained.

No. VI.—Priests, whether Latins or
Orientals, must not, whether in their own
churshes or in tbome of another rite,
absolve anyone in cases which are re-
served to their own ordinaries, unless
faculties are conceded by the eaid ordi-
paries. On this point every privilege,
even specially mentioned, We absolutely
revoke, . .

No. ViI.—Orientals who, even with
the Bishop’s permission, may have
adopted the Latin rite, may be allowed,
with the consent of the Apostolic Sge, to
return to their former rite, - .

rite, a8 also & woman of an Oriental rite

may on entering, or during, married life;

2 D
on:

Therefore it seemed good? to Us iifthe
by

#
originally given concerning the Melohite

No. I—Every Latin missionarg,
whetber secular or regular, who by counr;

No. VIII.—A woman of the Latin rite
‘'who has married.a raan.of an Oriental.

who has married s man of the Latin rite,

Igo over to- the rite of her husband ; but |

the' dissolution of her marriage shy
shall be free Lo resume her own rite, |
’ ‘.‘ NO. Ix-—A.!!y Oﬁﬂnt.l,_ d'ﬁning out. ’
side the Patrisrchal territory, shall be
under the rule of the Latin clergy, but
shall remsin ascribed to his own rite;
still, so that, in spite of lapse of time, or
any other cause whatever, he falla under
the jurisdiction of the Patriarch as soon
a8 he returne into his territory.

No. X —It shall be nulawful for any re-
ligious Qrder, or institute of either sex, of
'the Latin rite, to receive any Oriental
.Hmmong. its community who has not tirat

exhibited testimonial letters from his
.own Ordinary.

No. XI.—If any community or family

r pexson, now separated from the
Church, shall retura to Catholic unity, a
dondition having been Iaid down as
necessary that the Latin rite should be
embraced, such must remain attached
to that rite for the time, but they must
be free, when they chooss, to return to
their native Catholic rite; however, if
no such condition shall have been laid
down, but the said community, family,
or pereon are therefore ministered ty by
Latin ols becanse thers are no
Osiental priests, they must return to
their rite as soon as there shall ba a sup.
ply of Oriental clergy.
No. XII —Matrimonial and ecolesias.
tical questions, whatever they be, con-
cerning_which appeal is made to the
Apostolio See, must on no account bs
submitted for decision to the Apostolic
delegate, unless the Holy Bee clearly
orders it, but they must be allogether
laid before the Sacred Couucil for the
Propagation of the Christian Name.

No, X1II.~We give jurisiiction to the
Melohite Greek Patriarch ovar those of
the faithful also who live within the ter-
ritories of the Turkish Empire,

Over: and above these particular pre-
cautions and regulations ¢z jure, we are
particalarly anxious, as We touched
upon before, that, in the more favour-
able spots in the East. seminaries, col-
leges, and institutions of all kinda should
be founded for the especial purpose of
instrueting the native youth in their an-
cestral rite fr their own advantage.
We have concluded zealously to enter
upon this design, in which we can
scarcely eay how great hope thero is of
advantage to religion, and to help it on
to the utmost of our power, hoping, too,
for assistance from the Catholics at large.
The advantsge of native priests, who will
labour under more favourable circum-
stances and whose ministrations will be
mors willingly received aud bear more
fruit than if they were foraigners, has
been set forth more at length by Usin
the Encyclical letters which We issued
lagt year on founding clerical colleges in
the East Indies. So, assuredly, baving
once arranged for religious education
of their youth, honour will &ae-
orue to the Orientals in their
Theolugical and Biblical studies; there
will increase a knowledge of the ancient
tongues, eqially with a greater ability
in the modern ; the wealth of doctrine
and literature in which their Fathers
and writera are sc rich, to the common
good, will more largely abound; with
that wished for result, that the doctrine
of the Catholic priesthood rising forth,
and the praise of unsullied example
shining bright, their separated brathren
will more eagerly beg the embraces of
that Holy Mother. And then indeed, if
the rapks of the clergy sha!l sssociate
mind, zeal, and acts with a truly frater-
nal charity, surely with the favour, and
under the leading of G:d, that moat
happy day will dawn, when all, meeting
in the ¢ unity of faith, and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of G.'d,” in fulness and
perfection, * the whole body. compacted
and fitly joined together by whatever
joint supplieth, according to the opera:
tion in the measura of every part
maketh incrense of the body, unto the
edifying of itself in churity ¥ (Epb.iv,
18, 16). . For ihat Church nlone can
boast to ba the true Church of Christ, in
which most parfectly unite * one body
and one spirit ¥ (BEph. iv, 4), Thes?
things, ove and all, which have been de-
oreed by Us, will doubtless be received
by Our Venerable Bretbren, the Catholic
Patrisrchs, Archbishops and Bishopsof
every Oriental rite, not only.in accord: '
ance with that love in which they excel

towards the Apcstolic Chair, and towaxds
Ug, but also in accordance .with thex .
golicitude for their-churches ; and they
will Bedulously strive ‘that the .observ- .
ance of them shall be fully secured {rom
those concerned. : But:the fullness 0
the. fruits: which' 'we ¥-augur an

9

F

}
3
3
2




