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New Yeai’s Day
I,

Aunotlier leaf old heavy Time hatl: turned

Of the mystertous book o'er whieh he pores,
YW§hose prologue and strange epiloguc are urned

n the unfathomed deptlis of unknown shores,

Solemn he bends—an awful shade !~above

The checkered page of human wog and mirth ;
Casting light dust on all that hearts most love,

And writing * fints " ta tho hopcg; of earth.

1L

Here is a page nll conseerate with tears
Which stole the life from youthful heart and
eyes s
While there the tracery of human fears
Cowers in the shade of lowering destinies !
Here {8 the loving pratile that grew stil,
And hid behind a little marble face
YWhich, Hke mid-winter's silent, frozen ril),
No loving ray could warm to llving grace,

I,

Anon, 4 widow erying in the night
For him, her beautirul, her oniy one,
Whotook hiey sonl in her mysierious flight—
Who kissed her with grey 1ip, and. then was
gone!
Or, nm_vlmF, somo young ivy from whose oalc
Tha floshless fingers of ¢old Denth entwined,
Blasting the sturdy tree with Jighining stroke
Lone. shattered, standing looking sad behind,

v,

And here a widow weeping for the son,
The onebright ray of hope that cheered her

life,
WWhose strong heart, when the prize was nearly
wOo
_ Broke ’ﬁeﬂth the buarden of the cruel =trife,
Ee's ever lyving there before her eyves,
Cold as the memory of happier days;

And oh ! the Lovrd s intinitely wise,
But who shall fathom Tis mysterious ways©

v,
On this pare mad ambstion, self frusirale,

sSecks the unknown, unswnmoned, unpre-|

pared;
Tao late, alas! he weeps the awful fate
Whioli one «drend moment's desperation
dared! .
appy, it mith had ciast her magie Lgbt
into the darkness of the dread beyond;
Ah !easier barne Fute's coid, extremest spite
Than the black hurden of hell's endless bond !
VL
And iere poor Innoeence doth hesitate
Upon the brink of depths of woe unknown ;
Another step and volees shriek “ Too lute P'—
Hope tHts away and Yeaves the lost alone!?
A few months’ madness, lit by Prssion’s flaime,
Then 'neath the midnight lnmp to cower-and
shiver;
The henrtless cotirt—a riemnant of losi shame—
A frantiv moment, then—the sent river!

Vil

Aud you]r page, brother, and mine own he
ricals;
'Tis th' ’L'.nﬁnisht-d; when “dinis' =hall
writ,
shall the long recard of out life and deeds,
By heavenly light or by helis tire be lit 2
The future page §s blank: if thou Hvest jll,
Correet thy life, and write with contrite tears,
The noble epie of our iron will, . .
Rerolved to mint for Heav'n the golden years!

he

AREES

Happy New Year! ah ! happy, if the chalns

_ That bind thy =oul to earth be brokenall! *

In vain thy bilter tears, in valn thy.pains ,
TIf He who watehes the poor sparrow's fall - -

Guard not the eitadel of good Hirtent o
And lead thy steps to virtuous relense,

Where thou cunst weep the weary years il

spent, .
And hrold with joy the pleasant paths otlacuéc;"
1x.
Thus, “l'lheu Old Father Tiwme shall drop the

ve
Which hangs between Hepcafter and Lifc's
dreamn,
Go burdencd forth with virines true and lead
Whaoso sprivg-time comes beneath a happier
beam :
There shalt thou find, In fieids of asphodel,
The loved who cost thee many o bitter tear,
There shalt thou hear, 'mid harmony’s soft

¢, Al
The weleome to it happier New Yeor!
Fr. GrAILAM.
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A TALE OF THE WEST.

By RALPH NEVILLE, Esq.

(Reprinted from Dugry's Hibernian Megazine.)

CHAPTER V1I—CoxTiNtEb.

The new candidate’s presumption raised a
shout of mockery and contempt. Au opposi-
tion was at once determined on; but little
time was left for praparation, as the writ had
already venched the sheritl, who named the
earliest possible day for holding tlie olection.
A gentlemau of fumily and personal inffuence
wasselected as the champion of the aristocracy,
but on prosecuting his canvass e was surprised
to find the sudden apathy which had seized
upon his hitherto most ardeat supporters ; and
to the astonishment of all and the bitter dis-
appointment of wany, he bimself published a
letter ou the very eve of the election, thanking
those who hal promised him their votes, but
stating that circtunstences of o private nature
«ompelled him to withdraw from the contest.
Colone!l Blake, and Mike as his agent, liad
exerted every nerve to stir up the opposition ;
the former consented, much against his will,
to propose the popular candidate, and it was
only on his arrival in the county town that
he had the mortification to learn the sudden
change in the state of affairs. Mike went
about soliciting cvery person who had any
pretensions to fight the battle of independence,
without success. 1le suggested insulting
young Blatherwell in such a manner as would
render it impossible for him to appenr before
calling out his assailant; he even offered to
bell thie cat himself, and when the proposition
was considered uscless, he pathetically la-
mented the times gone by, and declared that
“it was n burning shame {o sce an election
lost which might possibly be saved by a
thimbleful of powder.”

At the appointed hour the proceedings com-
menced, and there being no opposition, Theo-
bald Frederick was declared knight of the
shirc for onc of the largest and most aristo-
cratic countics in Ireland. When the current
of good Juck sets in, it is said to flow strongly.
Few men had more pleasing evidence of the
iruth of this adage than the elder Blatherwell.
It was astonishlng bhow gquickly, after the son
had taken his scut, the hivherto Intent merits
of his father were discovered Ly the ministry,
and how promptly and liberally they seemed
disposed to requite past political service. A
puisne judge died most opportuncly, and the
appointment (admitted to be uncqual to his
deserts) was placed at the disposal of the
distinguished K. C. The wary lawyer did
not hesitate for a moment. The position was
far below what bhe ultimately exvected to
obtain, but it formed a step in the ladder which
he determined to mount ; it was something to
sit upon the bench, and always well to have a
£ood plave to resign when soliciting a bets
ter.

Time woreon, and there were no tidings of
Lloyd Pennant.  As regerded him, things re-
mained in statu quo ; but the law suits in which
Colonel Blake «as invelved proceeded, with-
out abatemant, steadily towards their conclu-
sion. First, the vguity suit went against Migs
Bingham, and her brothers estate passed to
his next malo heir, unencumbered by the
money which had béen ndvanced to pay off
the mortpages.  Then came a verdict ol-
talngd by Clipper against Colonel Blake for

thosc same moneys, which he bad paid under
his former client’s written directions. The
third suit—for Clipper took « separate action
for the costs and balance due him a§ law and
Innd agent—had o similar“result. The de-
fendant was again defented ; and in his ad-
dress to the jury the plaintiffs.counsel ex-
patiated most feelingly on « the ingratitude of
persons who, after benefitting by the profes-
sional cxertions of their solicitors, then
turned on their preservers, and sought to
evade the payment of the paltry remunera-
tion which the law allowed them.”  Each of
those deelsions added heavily {o the oviginal
claim, and Colonel Blake found that he should
huve saved largely had he in the first Instance
quictly submitted to the original imposition.
His temper became soured; he made some
sharp remarks upon the unforiunate conse-
quences that had resulted from following the
advice of Mr. Pepper, which Mike took
greatly to heart.  The uasuccessful attorney
having been employed on his recommenda-
tion, he determined to seek an interview with
Liim, and hear what he had to say in self-jus-
titication; but Mr. epper had not as yet ar-
rived iu the peighborhood. The solicitor of
those days had generally #aplace” in the
county, and being in most instances a sort of
amphibious animal, half land, half law shark,
often laid claim to the standing of a county
gentleman, irrespective of the dignity con-
ferred upon him by aclof parliament.  He did
things, too, in n more dashing style and in a
more agreeable manner than his pettifogging
and degenernte suceessors of the present day,
who too often retain all the bad without pos-
sessing one of the good qualities of their pro-
totypes. The profession was then in a state
of transition, I'¢pper being thie representative
of the past and VPincher of the rising race of
practitioners.  The former destroyed their
clients, it is ume, as effeetually as the latter,
Imt after o difterent fashion.  Dwring the
progress of thelr 1uin, I'epper entertained and
nceommodated his employers so long as they
conld give security,  When polished ofly”
Le was always ready to allord them personal
safisfaction if they feit discontented with any
itemn in his bill of costs, orany portion of his
vrafessiona] canduct.

Danger was now at the dovr, and Colonel
Blake was compelled to look it boldly in the
face.  He had never contemplated the possi-
bility of being placed in sich a position as
that in which he now found himeelf.  The
Iassitude prodiced by his mental suticrings
Iad rendered him of late, in g manner. indif-
terent to all going on around him : and it was
not unttl fairly roused by the dread of pro-
ceedings which would publicly disgrace him
that e made any exertion to waid ot the
thrextened blow. Mo wrote to Pepper, re-
auesting him av once to ascertain Mr. Clip-
per's intentions-and apprise him of Lhe rosult,
a5 it was possible that the latter might now

1 refuse to tuke security or grant the accomnio-

dation which he Lad origivally effered.

|- - Afler =omoe days ‘of suspense, he was in-

ormed that, Clipper ~was move tractable than

could have been anticipated. Me admitted
his proposal to -accept a mortzage on the
Dunseverick - ostatés for the sums advanced
to relieve the Binghrm property, and he was
stitl willing to abide by that effer ; but with
respect to the other ‘accounts, namely, the
debt due to him as agent by t'olonel Blake.
and ‘the:easts incurred as solicitor in protect-
ing the futerests of bis‘own and his nephew's
cstates; hehad made no promise, and could
enter intol no arrangement.  Those claims
must be discharged in hard cash and without
any further delay.

Mr. Pepper congratulated the (elonel on
ihis favorable termination of the aftair, and
attributed the good terms- hiec was caabled to
obtain to his own dotermined deportment at
the intorview, which, no doubt, had its due
ctieet, as Clipper was well aware that the
period for which he had Leen bound to keep
the peace ‘was just expired. #The heavy
debtr,” he said, “might now be considered as
satisfactorily settled; and he advised that
tunds should be immediately procured to dis-
charge the small one (only some thousands),
as the consequenico of leaving himselfin his
adversary's power might be unpleasant.”

1t 50 happened that Colonel Blake, as the
trustee of his niece, hadinvested ten tbousand
pounds (her fortune) on a mortzage recom-
mended as first-rate security by Mr. Clipper,
and the thought struck him that the transter
of this sumn would meet the exigencies of the
ovcasion.  He felt no hesitation in making
use of this money, as ke had already executed
his will in favor of Miss Binglum, and its ap-
propriation. would save what ultimately must
be hers from further legad destruction. He
therefore wrote to Clipper, expressing his
readiness to execute the pruposed mortgage
on hisown estate and to assigm theone he had
on Johmson's in liguidation of the second
claim on receiving back the surplus.  But, to
Lis astonishment, Clipper declined the ofier.,

 He could not uftord,” he said, % to pry the
ditference, as all his reudy cash had been dis-
posed of in accommodating his clients;
neither would his nesessitios enable him to
wait during the time which must elapse be-
fure Johnson's debt could be made available ;
and furtber, he refused to deliver up the decds,
which would enable Colonel Blake to call in
Miss Bingham's fortune, until the sum due to
himself should be first liquidated.”

In this emergency the C'olonel applied to
his hanker in Dublin ¢an old friend) for a
loan of the requisite sum, stating at the same
time the particulars of the seewrity he was
prepared to offer. An immediate reply ex-
pressed that zentleman's willingness to ac-
commodate him on the terms proposed.

All danger might now, therefore, be looked
upon as over, and the whole affair considered
as definitely wound up, The banker's letter
was enclosed to Pepper, with directions to
have {he transfer executed with all possibic
despately, and the Colonel and Master Mike
dismissed all further care on that score from
their minds.

1t was a great relief. Until placed in if,
Colonel Bluke could not have realized the
misery of the situation from which he had
just escaped. e bad been dragged to the
cdge of the precipice, and narrowly escaped
being cast over. The excitement had - roused
him from his former state of apathy, and, to
Kute's great delight, he proposed that they
should all take n trip to vne of the fushion-
uble English watering-places,

In due time Mre. Clipper announced that
the deed of mortgage was prepared, and would
be sent down in a few daye. Heé pleaded
motives of delicacy for not attending himself,
but Mr. Sharp, the sub-sheriff, had kindly
undertaken to see it execnted, and proposed
ealling at Duuseverick Castle for that pus-
pose. :

It was only when the mysteriously-worded
purchments were spread before him that the
wnhappy -gentleman, ubout to pledge his
patrimony, fully apprecisted the imporiance
of the proceeding.  When he read the coven-
ants und saw the witnesscs, he would, wore it
possible, have recoiled from the act, A
moment’s consideration, however, convinced
him thut it was then unavoidable god the freo
nnd easy manner of Mr. Sharp so disgusted
him, that to-bring their interview to a speedy
conchusion he hureiedly seized the pen and
affixed his signature. - .

“The exccution of the first mortgage is an
event seldom obliterated from the memory,

and the reminiscence of the fatal act is gener-
ally accompanied by a sense of independence
lost and of ruin in perspective.

- AS the Colonel strolled through his grounds
after:Sharp's painful visit, he dared scarcely
look upon the trees, of whose antiquity and
ginnt size he was so justly vain; and when he
reacbed & geat placed beneath an cnorinous
oalk, un which he usually rested, he hesitated
to avail himself of the shelter of a t{ime-hon-
ored friend whom Le had but just before
handed over to the tender mercies of o 1apo-
cious attorney. The same feeling haunfed
him as he re-entered his noble hall. 'The
proud consciousness of exclusive ownership
was fled.  «Trees and castle, they arc no
longer veally mine,” he mentally exclnimed,
s for another may now legally claim them.”

The pressing affairs of business being con-
cinded and the necessary preparations for
their journey completed, post-horses were
ordered; to the great satisfaction of Tim, who
was fond of travelling, and of the lady's maid,
who longed to see ¢ foreign parts * and foreign
Lenux.

Mike declined to join the party. IIe had
no wish to viszit the haunts of fushion, and,
besides, his presence would be reguired at the
Custle during its master’s absence.

On the eve of their departure, Kate Bingham
sat alone in the drawing-room. It was the
dusk of a still, calm evening in July, and the
pervading loneliness secmed to have Jdeeply
affected her spivits.  She toolk her harp, and
sang, bnt paused frequently while struggling
to restrain her feelings.  So absorbed was she
by her thoughts that Mike entered the room
unperceived, and stood biehind her for some
minutes in sflence.  She commenced a favor-
ite air of Pennant’s; ber first notes were firm
and peclect as when he hung upon them with
delight; but soon her voice wavered: she
paused, stopped, and burst into tewrsy Mike
could stand it no langer; he had heretofore
studiously avoided inquiring as to what ex-
tent matlers had been carried between Pen-
nant and herselt.  He had noticed her ill-dis-
guised anxiety, and had often endenvared to
comfort het by iudirect allusions, although he
had never ventured to speuk openly on the
painful sulject. Now, hLowever, he alun-
doned all reserve ; placing his hands upon the
weeping girl's liead, he besought her to cheer
up, in his own unsophisticatedd way secking
to comfort her. ¢ Al will be well, 2and soon,
my dear child. So don't fret. From my
heart I pity vou, and there's nothing on this
earth I won'tdo toassist vou.  We shall Iave
good news before long, depend upon it; and
maybe I won't dance o hearty jig' at your
wedding,”

<Have you heard anything, cousin?  de-
manded  Rate (hope springing up in her
heart), as she dried away her tears.

#No, my dear. nothing; but I never lost
courage or hope.”

t He may Le dead : | can conceive no other
eaufe for his absence.”

“Noyno; no fear of that.  There ae other
canses, which I can't as yet disclose.” 7

# Do tell me,” said the excited girl, scizing
his hand, “do tell me, cousin Mike. You
linow not liew I have suitered, and what a re-
lief it wonld be to my mind to konw he were
living and well, even though 1 should never
seo himn mere—although ™ (she added in a
subdued tone) ¢that, indecd, woull embitter
my life

« 1 can't break contidence,” replicd Mike,
¢ but I promise you that I shall lenve no stone
unturned {o discover him.”

«Thank you, dear cousin, for that and all
your other kindnesses.  And rou will write
to me, won’t you. and tell me ail that hap-
pens? And you'll lot me hear from youa
often, for you know how impatient 1 shail
bo 7" :

«You may depend on me,” fuid Ilike.
% But now retire to rest, sleep well,and be a
good girl. Igo before you in the morning to
Ureck Town to receive some moncey. I shall
have luncheon prepared for you, smd when
youdrive up let me ree you hearty and cheer-
ful; and, above all things, be sure you gon't
mention the conversation we have hud either
to Mrs. Bolingbroke or your uncle.”

Mike kissed her forehend, and prayed a
Wessing on her.  As they parted, his heart
felt the Nghter for having in some degree con-
soled the desponding girl, while Kate's hopes
revived from having learned (although ignor-
antof the particnlars) that Pennant’s absence
could be accounted for otherwise than by im-
puating it to iotidelity,  She had also found a
conlidunt possessed of her secret to whom she
might freely unburden her mind, and in
whose unfuiling devotion she conld repose the
most unbounded trust,

Colonel Blake was the first of the fmily
afwot it the moming, his immpatience to be oft
increasing since he bad signed the deeds, and
by ten o'clock all was ready for the start.

Tint ordered the carriage round with an air of
J the most dignified importance.

The Colonel
delayed, arranging some papers in the library ;
Mrs. Boliugbroke sat ready in the drawing-
room ; Kate was adjusting her clork and bon-
net; the imperial and boxes bad been regul-
arly arranged, and the post Loys were
mounted, after having tied up their brokn
harness, and Lorrowaed all the bits of spare
strings to be found amengst the bystanders in
anticipation of future ruptures; the steps
were down, the lady's maid alrendy in the
rumble; and Tim proceeded to announce that
all was ready, when Mr. Sharp, attended by
two other men on horseback, rude hurriedly
up. All three dismonnted and entered the
hall. Mr. Rharp asked 1o see the Colonel.
A servant, who took the message, returned
with lis mnster's compliments to eny he had
not then time to receive the gentleman, but,
as he presumed his visit was connected with
business, he begged to refer him to Mr.
Micbael DBlake, who would be at home nexst
day.

Mr. Sharp, while awaiting the answer, had,
uninvited, entered the parlor, and when hie
received it, roughly veplied, «That won't do;
[ must sce him.” Then whispering somu-
thing to his companions, oue noiselessly fol-
lowed the footman, who, astonished at such
rudeness, went back to his master, while the
other mounted the stairs, and rushed townrds
@ room in which he heard persons {alking.
The rutian unhesitatingly burst open the
door, and presented himsclf to the astouished
Kate with o printed gpaper in one hand and a
cocked pistol in the other.

“Spare us, spare my uucle, for mercy's sake !”
cried the aflvighted girl, as she fell upon her
knees and grasped his coat-skirts. « You
shall have all our money, but spare our lives.”

“I want nefther your lives nor your money,”
srid the brutal bailifl, as he disingaged him-
self from her hold.  « You needn't make such
a hubbub; it’s only a writ and an exccution,”
he continued, as he pecred under the bed wnd
opened the wardrobe. ¢ You may as well tefl
where the gentteman s at once; itill suve
trouble ; he can't escupe, as the house is sur-
rounded.”

The Colonel, meantime, had been arrested
on nwril. marked agaiuxt bis person, at the
suit of Mr. Clipper, for one portion of his
claimg, whilehis poods and chattels  were
salzed under an excention, issued ngainst
him by tho sume. person, for another. He
sat pale as death in bis arm-chuiv when Knto
entered and threw herself into his arms.

There were any of the pessantry and re-
teiners about the place whon the sub-sheriff

arrived, but -the possibility of their master
Deing in his power- never once entered their
heads. When the fact of his nrrest_tmn;pll'ed,
ahoys” were sent off in evexry direction to
rouse tle neighbors, and eftect a rescue.
Mr. Sharp, who scemed flurried by a commu-
nication received from one of his people.
bluntly told the prisoner that they must be
off atonce, as he understood an attack was
about to be made upon the bailiffs. The
thought of a rescue recalled the scene he had
witnessed at Squire Ulick’s execution to the
Clolonel’s mind. .

He immediately recovered bis self-posses-
sion, and after offering some .ct_)nsolatmu to
the ladies, he followed thesherift, and entered
his carriage. Dut the post-boys positively Te-
fused to stir, and proceeded to unyoke their
cattle, Iforns were heard sounding on all
sides, and men were descending from the hills
in every direction. There was no time to be
lost. Tt was only by the earnest entreaties of
the Colonel, who assured them that he had but
to drive to Creek Town to have the matter
settled, that the lads were induced to move.
Once under weigh, they dashed on as rapidly
as their horses could travel, and soon got clear
of the gathiering multitnde. .

Mike had succeeded in accomplishing his
business, lunckeon was ready, and he stood in
high spirits at the inn door on the lock-out.
As the Duanseverick equipage dashed down
the street, e entered the shouse to summon
the servants, when to his astonishment, the
carriage swept quickly past, and after halting
for o moment while Tim descended from the
rumble, then followed the road leading to the
aol.

T 1t would he difticult to say what fecling
predominated in Mike’s mind as, after having
learned the truth, he strode forward in pur-
suit. Compassion for his relative's unplea-

the throat he dragged him across the 'desk
-which stood between them. S

« What the devil are you af, sir?” cried the
attorney during lis transit. «If you want a
meeting, sir, you have done enongli; let us
not disgrace ourselves by boxing.”

His assailant at once let go his hold.

«You are right, sit. I do wani a weeting,
and Y1l not furpish you with an excuse for
avoiding it; neither limb nor eye shall be
damaged.” .

«Then,” exclaimed the attorney with im-
petuosity, & consider a message delivered, and
name time and place thismoment ; thesooner
and neaver the better, ag I have agreat deal to
do this evening, and don't wish to neglect my
clients.”

& At once, sir,” replied Mike; «the Lots, in
half an Lour ; it's a dirty spot, but qnite good
enough to shoot an atiorney in; a rascal of
your sort doesn’t deserve a green sod, and if
you did, I have neither time nor paticnce to
oo to the fifteen acres.”

The arrangement made, Mike junmped into
the chaise Limd drove off in search of a
friend.

Mr. Pepper put aside the briefs so essentinl
to his client’s suceess, and taking a small ma-
hogany hox from lis desk, e thrust it into
a Dlack bag, and directed a shably-locking
boy, balf-clerk, half-servant, to go on before
bkim to the place of mecting. e next de-
sired a person from the back ofiice to run to
Mr. Racket, the bavrister, and renuest that he
wouldr’t wait dinner for Lim after balf-past
gfix, and also to Liwg that he would apply, at
the sitting of the ceurt next morning, to bave
the motion postponed in case the briefs
shonld not reach him before ten that night.
Then, buttouing his surtout to his throat, and
seizing his cane, e briskly proceeded towards
the appointed rendesvous, taking the bouse of

sant position alternated with indignation at a brother-chip who usually wctedas his «sidus
the condnet of the scoundrel by whaoxe neglect ! AArdates™ on the way.

he had been left so completely at the merey

When he saw the Colonel
He vowed all sorts

of his cnemices.
Lis rage grew boundless,

Both prties were punctual to the moment.
“Any use in uying to settle ?” demanded

|
! Mike's friend (who was altogether ignorant of

of vengeance against Pepper, and cursed the | the cause of quarret), as hie drew forth a small
ingratitude of the cowards who hnd tamely | paper of powder from his waisteoat pocket

allowed their master to be carried offt
3ut relief was at lhirnd.

tand wgave his prineipal a knowing wink. as

A neighboring { much as to say, - You see I'm never taken

ventleman sho happened to bein town, and | unpreparved ; it's bene dry.”

whose solvensy conld not bLe doubted, at
once proceeded to offer his security for the
prompt payment of the debt,  Mike row be-

¢ Not the least!™ shouted both belligerents
1 in cancert.

#In that ease,” added Pepper's man of

aame as clated s he had before been de- | Lusiness, « we way as well toss for chioice of
. . . ' ! . . ) N
pressed.  JTe shook s the friend in need” by | place and signal, and proceed to work at

the hand until e had nearly dislocated his | onee”
arm, and ratlied ihe prisoner on his dejection. |

AlL parties being <eu £a?™ as to the re-

& Don't fref, Maurive, at what has happened | spective duties, hut little time waslost in pre-

the best of fellows., I managed to avoid it
myself, being always propared and ready for

such an emergency, which you were not,
Now that youTre |

never having anticipated it.

| paration.  I'istols wuere handed o the prin-
cipals when placed, the seconds retired, the
word was given, hang together, but no hit.

« Bad luck to vou, Teddy ™ cried Pepperio

out T may say, you van g£o on to town,and T'll | the boy who carried the beg, as he waited for
go with vou; for I just want to see how Pup- § his second pistol.  #1f you dried her as ye

per managed to neglect matters after such a
fashion. As to the excecution against the fir-
niture, I think nothing about that. Look at
me?! I have beenr sold out seven times, and,
praise be to Heavenst Imnot o bit the worse
for it to-day.”

Mike and his friend immediately fullowed

Sharp to his oftice, and to silence all objec- !

tions, the latter proposed to pass his bond,
payable in one week, for the amonnt of the
writ,  Sharp assured them, with extreme civ-
ility, that he should not for a momeut hesit-
ate in accepting the proposed sccutily were
he acting for himself, but he wasonly the sub-
ovdinate of another. Je intended dining at
the High Sheriti's, and would mention the
matter to him during the evening.  If the
Lusiness could be settled according to their
wishes, he would let them krow next morn-
ing. ’

Mike conld not endure such a delay.
Every hour the Colonel passed in prison was
oneof intolerable anguish to him.  He, there-
fore, determined at once to ride to Castlemore,
oniy a few miles distant, and bave an jinter-
view with Pincher Martin himself.  IHe was
soon in the saddle, and had the gratification
to learn on his arrival that the person he
sought after was at home. A footmun took
his card and compliments with a message,
saying he wished tosee the High Sheriff
There was boisterous mirth in the parlor as
the man entered. e returned almost in-
stantly.

“AMr. Pincher Martin could not then see

Mr. Blake, as he was going to ride after!

luncheon with his uncle, Justice Blatler-
well.”

# But,” said Mike, « tell him T did not come
to paya visit, but to speak with him on busin-
¢ss connected with his oftice.”

After a very Lrief delay, the man swaggered
back, with a smirking and impertinent air, to
say, ¢ that the High Sherifl; who never iuter-
fered in the business of the oftice, referred him
to Mr. Sharp.”

u But—," remonstrated Mike.

#There's no use in your talking,” Inter-
rupted the footman., «1 won't go in again,
I tell you, I darn't do it.”

He turned to joke with a houscinaid pass-
ing through the hall, and when he had his
langh, deliberately opened the door, and re-
quested Miketo goon,as # the quality 7 were
just coming out.

A duay before and Mike would have pun-
ished the fellow on the spot, and afterwards
administered personal chastisement to his
more insolent master; but the dread of injur-
ing the Colonel, or delaying lLis release, re-
strained Lim now. 1l¢ walked from the
house, where in his boyhood le had passed
many & happy hour, with the blush of shame
upon his brow. As he mounted his horse, Le
saw the windows filled with ladies, gratifying
Lheir curiosity at his expense, and he recog-
nized the satanic leer of Pincher ws he glared
on him over the shoulders of his wifc,

As he cantered back, he decided on his fa-
ture proceedings.  If the sub-sheriff rejected
the arrangement proposed, now that the mat-
ter was left entirely at his discretion, he de-
termined to start himself for Dublin. Post-
horses had already been ordered along  the
voad. Dy travelling night and day, he shonld
make more speed than the conch, and be
ennbled to relense the prisoner with his monoey
by fur the most desirable method of winding
up the afinir.

His clerk conld not say where Mr. Sharp
bad gone to, and when Mike intercepted that
gentieman endeavouring to make his escupo
by a back way, he hemmed and hawed so,
and tulked so much of tis responsibility and
of his dread of committing his principal, that
Mike turned abruptly from him, communi-
cated the result of his interview and the re-
solution which he had taken to the Colonel,
wrote a consolatory note to Kate, and rattied
off in & postchaise on his journey. By dint of
whiskey and cash judiciously administered to
the poat-boye, me mude a rapid progress;
and after having sustained some haif dozen
upsets, arrived safely at the metropolis on the
afternoon of the following dny. e procecded
direct tn Mr. Popper's office.

“ Wait & moment,” eried that worthy per-
sonage, waving his hand as Mike entered, but
still continning to read. «Sit down an in-
stand, my gaed fellow, T'm terribly busy just
now preparing briefs fur o most important
motion to be on to-morrow morning, which
entirely eseaped my recollection until nbout
an hour ago.”

“ 'l not wait s second, you infernal ras-
cal!” ronred Mike, as seizing Pepper by the

Cought she wouldn't have hung {ive. and 1'd
have semething for my frouble.”

Dang again—both hits—Mikes pistol xpun
into the air, he staggered Dack, and his right
arm  fell powerless by his side.  Pepper
sprang upwards, and lauded on the ground in
j o sitting position, While the surgeon was
being called from his place of concealment
close by, the combatants continued glaring
tiercely at each other, Mike's arm bleeding,
the attorney panting heavily, as if hit 1n the
pellows. At length he seemed to recover
breath, and placed his hand on his « fob.”

# Badluck to you, Mike, you devil, you've
I made stirabout of my bran-new watcl,  You
might have spared me that expense anyhow.,
Is it much hurt yon are yourself 7

« No,” replied Mike, grimly.
¢ «I'm glad of that, for T must be of. I ap-
: pointed to be at Clipper's at five oclock to
take the assignment of the moitgage.”

< I suppose you are aware that he has the
Colonel in gacl and an executivn in the
Castle?”

“The Colenel in gacl and an execution in
the Castle!™ repeated Mr. Pepper slowly and
with an emphasis.  « Well, then, Aike, from
the bottom of my heast | forgive you. Ionly
wonder you didn't knock my brains out with
the poker. But it's not my fanlt. This will
be at least the tenth time T have been at the
fellow’s house, without being able to see him.
He’s been out of tewn. But he's to have a
party to-day, so I'm sure to find him now, and
by all that's gracicus, 111 welt lis back for
such nuprofessional condnet, unless he fights
{ me, if I were to be bound te keep the peace
' to the Inst hour of my existence.”

l “Teddy” (addressing the boy), “vou just
; run home, sponge the tools, and be sure yon
dry them and sowue powder too.”

Pepper's ball Lad struck the stock of Mike's
pistol, and woumnled his arm at the clbow,

“They were neat shots anyhow,” observed
the attorney, « but I came off secand best in
the Dbusiness.  Murther™ (louking at the
battered watchy, - if there happened to e a
sorer spot in my bady it’s there you'd hit me,
| Mike.”

“It's a feolish thing to wear so valuable an
article on such an occasion,” replied his late
adversary, as he stuffed his wounded arm inmto
the half~buttoned breast of his cout. # Dat
come along. Let'sleseno time. Tl go with
you to Clipper's.?

All was bustle at Mr. Clipper’s mansion
when they veuched it—two footmen in glar-
ing liveries stood in the hall, and everything
seemed prepared for the reception of com-
pany.

4 Where is Mr, Clipper 7’ demanded Pep-
per; addressing himsclf to theoffice clerk, who
was busily employed putting aside papers and
divesting the apariment (about to he con-
verted into a cloak room) of its professional
character.

¢ He's not come home yot.”

“Hell and the devil, siv®” voared T'epper:
« didn’t you tell me I was sure to see him {o-
(la.‘r ?.‘1

“1 did, sir; but Lord hilmore won't allow
him to leave tiNl ufter the Tunm steeple-
chase, 0 be can’t return until to-morrow.
You sce he's obliged to disappoint his own
friends.”

# Are yousware, =iv, that while he has heen
humbugging me by these vepeated deluys, he
has arrested my client and scized his goods
under execution ?”

480 I nnderstand,” replied the man,
calmly ; « bt the fact is, he raised money on
the securitics and was obliged to give the per-
son whomade the advances o letter, authoriz
ing him to procevd in his name.  If you cali
at Spinks’ office you can pay the amount of
the writ and execution; and, on bringing me
a letter to the effect that the transaction is
concluded, the Jobnson mortgage will be
handed over to you.”

Not anticipating auy disnppoiniment on the
grand dinner-day, Pepper bad arranged with
the banker's solicitor that the parties inter
csted should call at the bank, where he would
be fu attendanoe to receive the (rausfer and
pay the money.  Thither Mike and his com-
panion now procecded to explain the cause of
their inability to produce the promised
document.  Mr. Docket, who had always
transacted Colonel's Blake's business, wus
shocked ab the imprisonment of his old friend,
and dircected his protussional man to discharge
the debt without awy fnrther delay. They
found Spinks in his ofilve, received receipts,
which hud DLeen druwn and left Ly Clipper,
together with a letter to the sherifi authoriz-
ing the dischurgo of his prisoner, which Mike

forwarded by that night's po. -
They now returned t% Cligp::’st,o ;,;Ill]e ctountry_
« that office hours were over 'andytho learn
clerk bad Jeft.” ’ it the

«Well,” muttered Mike, w
teeth, * when wa do meet him.?

“Aye, when we do mecet him,”
Pepper. !

The servant informed them that i clevic
would be in attendance at ten next morr't-u\
and the two gentlemen Were on the gpo
steps as the clock struck ke hour, oo

“Not much sign of business here yot - . il
Pepper, as he pointed to the closed sh’u{t'l.,.l .
and gaven thundering knock. Ny az:nlemh
“XNot up yet; tired, I suppose, after ()
night,” s ke again applied himselr ¢,
knocker.  The square resounded with,
force of his blows—astill no one stivred.
o few minutes 2 woman appeared in (}ie area
and asked what they wanted, 1In 11-;,1).‘('0
their inquiries, she told {hem that ke fawity
bud left town, and she didn’t know “-:,Ic}l
they'd return. The promise of a shillip,
brought her to the door, and, on enteriye
they discovered that the house Lad 1.,
stripped of every article of furniture, )

# DoneLrown,” was the attorney's firn .
servadion; #done browm, sir. lles off, ;\,-;,1
most likely bas made use of Johnson's mgy.
gage for his own purposes.”

And so it turned out.  To support Lis ..
travagant style of living, Clipper had Durpuet-
vated many frauds and forgeries, whicl, if ..
covered. would have brought hiw ta iy,
scaffold. The threatened calling in of 3.4
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Bingham's money compelled bim w He e

kingdom.

He had used the ten thousand peunds i;
self, nad fabricated a fictitions dead 1o o
her guardian, This fact was soon ascertaipog
on applicatien to the solicitor of the snppga.
borrower.  Here was another heavy aud .
expected loss to the unfortunate Colone]. 1y,
being informed of the fact, Mr. Dockege ...
clared that he had made the advance wit) g,
reference to this particular seourity, ape
pressed himself quite willing to await 12, g
friend’s convenicnee for repayment.

Colonel Dlake had remained give diy, gy
prizon before hisrelease.  During this divny
time he declined all visits and contingd niy,-
seif 1o am apartment let him by the gaol oy
an exorbitant price. It go Jinppened that yie
lodging overlooked the courtyard where the
prizoners took their exercise, and hisatten
wis aitracted by ihe extraordivary ik
which Johinsen, the sailor cemmitted for i1,
murder of his messmate. seemed 1o on
More than once he saw him in feilir |
versatien with the High Sherify; and the
whole demeanor betokened bat Linde of 1y
apprehension which a person abent to under.
o the ordeal of a trial for his life, witl einall
chance of escape, would natirally Le sejmiesed
to feel. Imthe twilight of the cvening bedor
Le left, as the Colonel was sitting witlun his
raized window, the entrance-gate just bejow
him opened, andthe High Sherifil followed Ly
the gaoler, crossed the yard,  Aftera shont
delay the former returned, followed by the
sailor, At the conclusion of a cenversation,
earried on in a low Lut earnest tone ofvgier,
Johnsen said, as they were about to jurt:
& T'1 be as true as ~teel; and the devil hisn.ody
shan’t get a word out of me that would hurm
you.” Astonished at what lie overheard, che
Colonel determined towateh the proceedines
of the next Assizes closely ; and, in mrder to
prevent the possibility of collusion petween
the crown prosecutors and the culpwit, bie re-
solved on employing counsel for the next or
kin «t bis own expense.  When le found
himself at liberty and ascertained that the
Castle bad heen purged of its unpwelcome vis-
itors, he summoned the ladies and they pro-
cceded on their projected pleasure trip.

Kate was delighted to rejoin her uncle.
Since her conversation with Mike her epirits
had recovercd much of their former clasticity,
and all thoughts of what had occurred woere
banished by the pleasure of the reunion.  She
beguiled the tediousness of the jouraey by
her gaiety, nnd made the Colonel at times fu-
get the indignities to which he had teen o
recently subjected.  Mike received the parly
on their arrival at the hotel in Dublin, and
when the ladies retired to arrange their toilut<
he seized the opportunity 1o communicate the
unpleasant news of Clipper’s tlight, nuw be-
come publie, of his many forgeries, and of the:
almost certain losy of Kate's fortune.  The
Colonel vecovered the shoek move guickly
than could have been anticipated—disappoint
ments and misforiunes were now become fi-
miliar to Lim. He recommended sltict
silence on the subject before his nitce, and
after securiug their berths in the packet

about to sail that evening for Holyhead, fook
Mike with him to the lank, where he passed
secnrity for the money so kindly advaneed by
Mr. Docket. Kate was the belle of the as-
semblies at Tunbridge Wells—adnrired as a
beauty and souzsht a'ter as a fortune, but her
affections could not be shaken by any of the
clittering throng who ambitioned the cun-
quest—and her hieart remainced true and firmly
attached to the man who had tirst tavght it to
Jove. (hange of seene had done muchfor her
uncle's health, and it was with great velucl-
ance that hie set out on Lis return to Ireland.
Had it not been for the duty imposed upon
him, it is probable that he wonld never ngain
have revisited Dunseverick, as the last rede
shock he recived there had quite dikgnsted
him and the state of his affairs imposed the
necessity of retrenchment, which conld never
be effectually carried outat home.  Fram the
time bie reached the borders of the county his
journey resembled 2 trivmphal  progress
Wherever the carriage stopped to chauge
horses it was surrounded and the travelles
were cheered by the crowd assembled o greet
them. When he neared his own more imme-
diate vicinity the enthusiasm of the people
hecame Dresistible.  They shook his extended
hands, prayed « long life to himself and bad
luck to his enemnies,” and finally, unharness-
ing the horses, drew him in triumph to the
Castle,

It is one of the wmany peculiaritics of the
Trish characier [arising, no doubt, from the
hereditary recollections of their own cruel
and wnjust persecutions, under the wmost
brutal code ever compiled by humean ingent-
ity] that the victims of the law are alwuys
certain to secure the symputhies of the mui-
titude. In this instance public feeling was
still further stimulated by the fact that the
object of its admiration was ¢ one of the real
ould aristocracy ofthe county.” Many & bon-
fire blazed on the mountain sides the night
of their return, and many a barrel of stout
home-brewed ale was broached for the thou-
sands who thronged the lnwn and kept up
the merry dance until daylight wurned them
to retire. The Colonel was deeply uﬁ'ct:ged
by the spontaneous and hearty reception
which he received from  his neighbors, and
the gratification derived from such a mani-
fostation of their good-will tended to mitigato
the feelings of wounded prids and crushed
independence which the recollection of his
public exporure and altered circumstances
contiuually excited in his mind. Mike, now
recovered from his wound, which he attn-
butid to an accident, #hook hands, dancod,
lunghed, and somutimes cried,in tlu: rxceds
of his excitement. He pronounced it te be
wa glorivus demonstration,” which was the
moru agreeable ug the culogics ont s kins-
man werg ‘clel .y uniel by a curée
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