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illustrate Keble's poem, 'Bereavement.' The
poet had suggested that the departed sister might.
perbaps, ' by Heaven's decree,' prove a guide to
the surviving one 'lm ways to angels known;'
but this is a very different thing from the 'un-
seen' spirit of the departed child becoming an
angel.

Against such unscriptural language on topics
of which revélation tells us but little, every truc
Churchman vill be on bis guard, and will not
allow himself, or others if he can prevent them,
to give currency to theories which the Church
and the Bible contradict. But there are other
' popular heresies' which are more mischievous
than these.

WVe constantly hear it said, or sec it written,
concerning somc'person of general good charac-
ter that he is 'incapable' ofsuch and such sins.
This is downright heresy. There would be no
barrm in saying' unlikely to commit,'but 'incapa-
ble of' means actually unable to commit.' There.
is no sin of which any child of Adan is really in-
capable. David and St. Peter committed sîns
of which they may have been thought 'incapable:
and are.a standing warning to him that thinketh
lie standeth to take heed lest he fall. Some
wise words of Thackerary's, ivritten as by Es-
mond (Book I., chapter.,) are worth repeatiug
here:--

' Fortune,good or il], ns I talke it, does not change
men ani women ; is but develops ilteir charaeter. As
there are a thousand thoughts lying within a man that
lie doe not. know till lie takes uph the li o write, so
th beat if a secret even to lîhî (or lier) vito lis it
i n ]lis airn breast. Wh'io biathi ni founai liii ruse]l f r
prised into revenge, or aetion, or passion, for gotod or
evil, whllereof the seeds lav witinî himut, latent and in.t
expected, until the occasion cal led themu forth 7'

Another most objectionable phiase which.
savours of dangerous heresy, is the verb ' atone'
applied to human actions. A person is said to
' aaone for'a wicked act by a good one, as though
he could propitiate the wrath of God by his
, own works or deservings.' ' Atone' is really
a ve.y sacred word, not to be lightly msused.
IL is derived from the two words 'ai one,' of
which it is compounded. By «the atonement of
Calvary the Mediator between God and man
made them ' at one ' by removing that barrier
which separated tihema. There is no other

atonement' for sin.
It may be said that no leresy is intended by

the employment of such expressions as these,
but it cannot be deied that there is lu the
present age a vast amount of free-thinking on
subjects of the profoundest importance, and that
the tendency of this free thought is decidedly
towards the breaking down of all restrictions,
especially lu religion. Misbelief concerning
the absolute necessity of real repentance, and
the justice of God as the Punisher of sin, is
widely spread amongst us, and careless and
wordly people are ready enoulgh to make use of
any language which encourages such nmisbelief.
It behoves serous Church folk, therefore, to be
much on aheir guard, lest by hp or by pen, they
should, even unwittingly, condone, usuch less
propagate, such pericious error.-A.M. W. lui
Caurch Be//s.

BUDDHISM AND CHRISTIANITY,

Thé number of nominal Christians who play
with Buddhism as if it were an innocuous lad is
iot small. But when it is considered that Buddh-
ism, according to one of its nost exalted disci-
ples, teaches the highest wisdom and goodness
without a personal God: a continuation of be-
ing without an immortal soul: an eternally
blessed state wiuthout a local heaven a possibility
of salvation without a vicarious. Saviour: a re-
demption which can be reached without prayer,
without divine grace, and solely through one's
own vill and power, there is no excuse for even
a merci nominal Christian's non-appreciation
of the vidtb of the vast gulf that lies between
the doctrines of Buddha Gautama and the divine
truth as enunciated by Christ.-Curchman.

CONFIRMATION.-PART tiF.

GoD's GRAcE, AND THE MEANS THROUGH
witlctt wE RECEivE iT.

PRAvsR.-THm LoRD'T PRAYER.

THE LoRD'S PRAYER-the Prayer taught us
by our Lord Hlimself--is at once the best prayer
and the compendium oi ail prayers.

There are two great princi/es of prayer to he
gathered from this Pràyer-

s. That God's honor and glory should be the
first, and therefore chief, subject of our thoughts
and desires whien we pray. The first three lie-
titons concern such subjects, the last only re-
late immediately to our own - wants, whether
temporal or spiritual.

2. That we must not pray only for ourselves,
but must in all our prayers think of the needs of
our fellow men, especially our brothers and
sisters in Christ. We say " Our Father," not
" A/y Father "; ive pray, " Give us," not " Cive
use." " Our hrayer is public and comion, and
wieti we pray, we pray not for one, but for the
whole people, because we, the whole people,
are one." (Cyprian.)

We may remark, also, Lowr simple, and yet
iow rompreensive, the petitions of tbis prayer
are ; most unlike the ordinary prayers oi mere
human framing, especially what are called ex-
tenipore prayers. Too often men seei to think
that they will he beard for their much speaking,
or fineness of language ; but this prayer teaches
uts shuat God only requires simuphicity and brevity
wi/h carnes/n ess.

But the words are so familiar that niany per-
sons, it is to he feared, use then withotut sufli-
ciently realisisg the fulness of mcaning iii eaci
petition.

" No prayer should be said, at times, at least
so slowly, so collectedly, so humbly, so rever-
entially. No prayer requires more teaching of
God's Spirit to enter somewhat mito its depth
and fulness, and so to say it arght." (M. F.
Sadler.)

Our Father, We address God as His chil-
dren not only by creation, in common with al
men, but in a special manuer, " by adoption
and grace," in Christ jesus His " only-begotten
Son " by nature. Hence this prayer used to be
calied " The Children's prayer," and in the early
days of Christianity only those who had been
baptized were allowed to use it.

But the next words-" W/aic/ art in heaven
-remind us shat though He is our Father, we
must ever think of Him with the utmost rever-
ence and aive, for He is in Heaven, the Creator
and Ruler of ail things (Mal. i. 6). There, also
is Jesus Christ our Mediator and Advocate
(Heb. ix. 24)

fa//owed bj 27hy Naine. God's " Name," in
Scriptuie, means Hinsself, His character, and
ail that belongs to Him. "'To " hallo ILt"
means not only that we should keep the Third
Commandment-" Thoushalt not take the Name
of the Lord thy God in vain "-in ail its fuiness,
but that we should endevor to bring honor and
glory to God by

i. Our lives as Christians (S. Matt. v. lé;
s Cor. vi. 20);

2. Holy Worship (Ps. xxix. 2; S. John v.
23).

"I desire, my Lord God, our heavenly
Father, Who is the Giver of ail goodness, to
send His grace unto me, and to ail people, that
we may worship Him . . . as we ought to do."
(Paraphrase in Catechism.)

Thly Kingdom conte. God's kingdom may be
regarded in threc ways-

s. His Kingdom-or His Church-visible
here on earth.

2. His Kingdom of righteousness within the
heart (S. Luke xvii. 21).

3. His Kingdom of future Glor, when " the
kingdoms of this world shal become the
Kingdom of the Lord and of His Christ.

We therefore pray herein-

r. That the Church miay, grow and prosper,
and spread over the earth. It is the great
nissionary Prayer.

2. That Christ's Second Coming May be hast-
ened; and, in order thereto,

3. That we May grow in holiness, as children
of the light. That Christ imay reign over
our hearts more perfectly.

" That we may serve Him .. as w-e ouglit
to do. (Cathechism.)

2hy zud/I be doue, etc.
The Angelsin Heaven do God's Will perfectly,

lovmng!y, ceaselessly, by
a. Reverent adoration (Isa. vi. 2, 3);
b. Active service (Dan. vii. to ; HLeb. i.
14).

We pray that even thus God's Wili msay be donc
by us; not only patiently borne when His Will
seemas contrary to ours, but actively and loving-
ly donc lm faithiful obedience-" that we may
obey Hin......as we ought to do.' This peu-
tion is the nost comiprehensive of ail prayers,
for wiat does " God's Will " not include ?

" Give us this day, etc. We now come down
to ourselves and our needs. We herein pray
that Our Father " vill send us all things that
are nieedfil both for our souls and our bodies."

Nothing cau be better tihan Wcsley's note on
this petition :

" Give us, O Father (for we caim nothing of
riglt, but only of Thy free umercy), this day (for
we take no thought for the norrow), our daily
bread ; al things needful for our.souls and ba-
dies; not only the menat that perisheth, but the
Sacramental Bread, and 'lhy Grace, lte food
whiclh endureth unto everlastmig life." (Quoted
by Sadier, Coni. in loc.)

" Forgive us aur trespasses," &c. Our Lord
alluded to this petition immuediately after laving
given the prayer. l l'or if ye forgive men their
trespasses, your beavenly Fatier will also for-
give you ; but if you forgive not men their tres-
passes, neither will your father forgive your tres-
passes ;" thus making very strongly the impor-
tance of tis petition, and the fact, that ou for-
giveness is conditional on our forpviusg obiers.

.What a continual lesson of chanty there is in
1hi prayer What are the offences that have
been committed against LIs compared to the sins
with which we have weanied our Eather lu
leCaven ?

Lead ts no/ in/o t/i/ation, blut de//ver us
from evil.

God tempts no man, says S. James (i. 13),
i.e., lie cannot desire to allure into sin, but le
allows temuptation, silice nothing cani happen
without H-is penunission, and le aiso tries (and
this is the root meaning of the word temptation,
e.g. Cen. xxii. i ; James i. i 2), that He may
prove men's faith and perfect obedience.

Temptation may thus prove a blessing (S.
James i. 12). Nevertheless, since we are so frail
and weak, iwe may well pray that we may not
be thus tried, and that if we are we may be de-
livered from evil. Some ancient authors, and
our Revised Version, rendcr this " evil," " the
evil oac," i.e. Satan, But it more probably
means, as in the paraphrase of our Catechism,
ail real evil, i.c. al] sin, for sin alone is really
and necessarily evil ; that it will please Him to
save and defend us in ail danger, ghostly and
bodily ; and that He ivill keep us from ail sin
and wickedness, and from our ghostly (spiritual)
enemy, and from everlasting death."

When we pray not to be led into temptation,
it should continually remind us how careful we
should be not voluntarily to go where tempta-
tion is likely to meet us. In our path of duty
we may confidently rely on God's protection,
but not if we go out of that path in to the way of
temptation.

For Tine i, &c. " The doxoiogy with which
the Lord's Prayer is ordinarily concluded prob-
ably does not forn part of the original prayer,
but was added afterwards, perhaps from the
Liturgies " [Sadier). In our Prayer Book it is
used sometimes with it, and sometimes without.

1I is a fit and appropriate mannerof summing
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