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question ; but we trust that to every unprejudiced mind the rea-
sons weRave advanced cannot but prove satisfactory.

1tis, we believe, pretty wéll understood that, in order to guard
against the dissemination of strange doctrines amongst her peo-
ple, the pulpits of the Church of England ure closed ‘against all
but her own accredited ministers; and we know of no reason
why the same ‘principle of exclusiveness should not, on similar
grounds, be adhered to in the weekly journal which is sent forth
as the organ and advocate of her interests and claims. More-
over, to admit replies and rejoinders from all who may choose
to object to the matter contained in our paper were to bring it
down to the degradation of a mere polemical print;—a morti-
fying and injurious position, to which we at least shall never
lend a hand in reducing it. '

If it be thought that we have relaxed from this principle in
grvmv admission to the letter of the Rev. W. Rintoul, which ap-
pears in our columns to-day, we have to observe tha, although
from the apparent encouragement to controversy which the pub-
lication of this letter affords, we give it a place with some reluc.
tance, it appears to us in its bearing and spirit rather explanatory
than contraversial, and to acknowledge error without seeming to
bring accusetion. Under such circumstances, we are not unwil-
ling thatits author should have the beneﬁt of its promulgation
amongst the readers of * Tie Cuurcu;”’ for where our consis-
tency is not compromised, we are ready enough to ohlige. Upon
this letter, however, as well as upon the published Reply of Mr.
Morris we feel ourselves at full liberty to offer such animadver-
sions as they may seem to call for. .

“On the present occasion, our s'pace bemg limited, we shall con.
fine ovrselves to a few remarks npon some alleged inaccuracies
in the tables of Glebe Lots stated by the Archdeacon of York to
have been granted to congregations in connection with the Church
of Scotland. The statements thus furnished, from-having been
obtained from official sources, musl bo presumed to be correct;
but should it in any case be proved that they are not so, such in-
accuracies are certainly not to be laid to the charge of the Arch-
deacon, out of those who were employed to compile them, and
who, from haste or ma(lver(ence, mny possubly, in some instan.
ces, have commitied mistakes. Butagain we say, that for such
if they do exist, the Archdeacon of York is not accountable :
received his information from the Government offices, and he
» gave it precisely as it was furnished 0 hrmself

Yet, in comparing the respective tables of the Archdeacon and
Mr. Morris, the apparent discrepancies between them we find
are fully explained by the circumstance that some lots which had
been granfed to congregations of the Church of Scotland, were
not located by them. And although this may bea distinction
very material as respects the advantage to these congregations,

it affects not, on the one hand, the credit of the Arclrdcacons '_
.seusons of public joy and public mourmng When we hail our

statements, and it proves, on the other, the readiness of the Co-
lonial Government 1o accede to the applications of such congrega-
tions.- If a tract of land, in all respects suitable or canvenient for
location, were not to be found, such was the misfortune of the
applicants, not the fault of the Goverament. Morcovcr itis very |[;
evident that, although the Archdeacon of York had access to the |.
requisite documents for shewing what lands had Leen granted to

congreganons of the Church of Scotland, he had not the means |

of ascertaining whether the lots thus granted had been located
by them or not..

- That suitable Tocations were not’ always to be obtained, can in |

some degree be explained by the fact of the lateness of the appli-
cations. It oppears, for instance, that. prior to the. year 1833
there were only seven appllcauons for glebes from coagregations |.
of the Kirk of Scorland and' since that year | neatly thirly have
been made. Now as “these oppllcauons have come gencrally
from congregations established in towns, ‘or in townships long
settled and populous, the d:fﬁculty of finding suitable locationsin
contiguous places was na(urally much increased. It appears in
short—and we would have our readers bear that fuct in mind—
to-be the main tendency as wecll of the argument of the Arch-
deacon- as of the facts addaced; to shew the friendly intentions
of Government towards that body, and to exonerate them from
the charge of partiality attemptcd to be fastened upon them.——

This argument has been most fairly and sausfaclonly sustained;

and if these good intentions of the Governtnent have not always
proved availing—if the lands grnnted were not deemed worthy
of acceptance——we can only say that congregations of the Church
of England have, in many cases, expenenced preclsely the same
inconvenience, and that very many of the lots constituting the so
much talked of Rectories aye as valueless as those which have
been rejected by the Church of Scotland,

It would appear that the Lots assigned by the Archdeacon to
the Presbyterians of the Kirk of Scotland in Willinmsburg and
Osnabruck, were in reality grantcd to congregations of Presby-
terians comprised under what is termed the Synod of Canada.—
This was a distinction very.likely to be overlooked by the com-
pilers of the tables furnished  to the Archdeacon, and is an error
for which he is evidently not accountable : at all event?, it rather

strengthens than diminishes his argument, as proving that the {-

fnendly intentions of the Colonial Government extended farther
than to one denomination of Presbylerram- However, to ba-
lance any advantage to the Archdeacon’s opponents from this in-
accuracy, there is to be adduced in his favour an-omission of a
valuable Lot at the mouth of the River aux Raisin in Glengary,
in possessron of the Charch of Scotland, on which or: contiguovs
to which we believe the. ﬂounshmg village of Lancaster is grow-
ing up. . :

These are facts whrch will shew, to lhe satrsfaclnon we, trust
of our readers, that—notwithstanding all attempts to impugn
their accuracy—the statements of the Archdeacon of York in re-
lation to grants to Presbylenans, are subs(amnally correct; that
for the slight inaccuracies which have occurred in their compi-
Yation, he is not accountable; and that his argumenl the leading
object in_short of his Letters to Mr. Morris, in, exculpauon of
the Provincial Government from’ alleged neglect of -the Presby-
teriang of the Church of Scotland etands nnehaken.

t———

LENT.
EccrLestasTes 111. 4.—A time to laugh ; a time to mourn,

The wise author of these brief but impressive sayings fur-
nishes us, in the first few verses of this chapter, with a very so-
lemn and very aflecting comnient upon the position with which
he sets out;  To every thing there is a scason, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven.”’—If the gay and thoughtless,
who form unhappily too large a portion of the rational world,
conceive that during the days of this speedily passing life it is
their * tims to laugh * itis but natural to suppose that the con-
templation of its fast approaching end would also induce an oc-
casional * time to mourn.”

In the varied circumstances of ordinary life, there are times in
which mirth would be unvecoming, and mourning unseasonable.
It would be a gricvous outrage upon the customs of propriety to
assume the look of jocund gaiety, or to utter the words of incon.
siderate mirth, while attending for example the funcral proces-
sion to the grave; und, on the other hang, the interruption
would be incongruous and unbecoming, were the social company
which had professedly met for innocent hilarity and vecreation to
be saddened by the voice of weeping and a countenance in tears.

A confused blending of these usefu! and becoting ol(emntwns
would be equally unsuitable in religion. Even religion has, ns
it were, its “ time to Jaugh,”—moments of spiritual joy, when
the experience of our heavenly Faiher’s love warms the soul into
holy transports—when the hearnt bounds at the joyous foretste
of heaven’s bliss—when the spirit, in the fulness of its thunkful-
ness, “ breuks forth into singing.”

There are times, ugain, when this holy transport cannot be
felt, and when these joyous sounds should not bLe expressed.
There are hours of sadness, when the whole soul is mournfully
engcossed by the recollection of manifold and multiplied offences
against our merciful and xndulvent God—when the weeping
spirit can scarcely raise its penitential voice to his throno of
grace—when, in distress and sorcow bencath the burden of una-
toned sin, the conscrence smckcn transgressor * goeth hcavrly
all the day long.”’

Such, too, are alternntions of_]oy nnd mourning which are fuly
introduced into our ordmary exevcises of devnrmn. . Inour in-
comparable Liturgy, the sinner wllo comes (o the house of. God

110 hear the mingled words of warning and consolation is furnished
| with appropriate exercises for these changing moods of the spi-

vitual frame.  In language of chastened * truth and sobcrncss,"
he is taught to bend meelly on his kuces as the vilest of offend-
ers, trusting for pardoa only to the merits and medrauon of a
crucified Saviour; and there, too, hc is instructed to raise his

thankful voice to tlre heavenly thirone, for those glad tidings  of
salvation with which his sorrowing heart is eheered in the poges

of God’s own book.
As the Church of Christ, we aro also l'nrmshcd with stated

Redecmer’s advent as a weepmg babe in the stable at Bethle-
hem, it is with a joyous pumclpauon in the angels’ song ;—but
‘when we see this persecuted * martyr of the. world, with his
crown of thorns and mangled hmbs, dyingfor our sakes in ago-
‘ny upon the cross, our joy is * turned into the voice of them' that
weep.”’

We are approaclrmg the commcmornuon ol' the cross and
passion’ of our blesscd Saviour; but our apostolic church will
not suffer ve o enter upon the duties of that solemn day, without
‘a previous chastening and preparation of the soul, - For this rea-
son the season of LenT is appointed; -and:to this ordinance .of

her faithful children to adhere, In our! pure and reformed’ com-

‘munion, all those rigid, unmeaning and superstitious austerities,
which owed their introduction to the.dark ages of" Chrrsunnuy,
have been swept awny from the season of Lent. But in pruning
away these excrescences of a darkened day, our Church has been

which have been sanctioned and hallowed. by the appointment
and approbation of the earliest and [purest ages. " The dross has
been burnt away—burnt away, indeed, in the fires of marlyr-
dom ;. but no sacrilegions hand: was streiched forth to injure the
pure gold that was left.
ceremonies: into ‘which; - in tho dark.ages ‘of Christianity,: the
‘whols sprrlt and power of relrglon had.been:thrown,:the season
of Lent. is retained by our Church as a propitious time, says an
illustrious prela(e, for “i mqurrrng into the slate of our account
with God, of reviewing our past.. and present- way . of thinking |:

if there be any way of wrckednese in us; of turning. from it, if
there be; of confessing & and Iamenlmg our disobedience and in-
gramnde to our heavenly Father; of imploring his pordon; of
entreating the assistance of his Holy Spirit; and under his gui-

‘dance forming the most serious resoluiions to correct and amend,

‘without delay, whatever we.find amiss in our temper, principles
and conduct, This is the true spirit and meaning of the religious
solemnities of the season of Lent: this is the substance and es-
sence of what is called in Scripture language, * lurmng to the
Lord with weeping, fasting, and mourning.””

“ The earliest account,’” " says Shepherd, “of the fast bel‘oro
Easter, is given by Irenwus, in a-fragment preserved in . Euse-
‘bivs, Irenmus was the disciple of Polycarp, and Polycarp the
disciple of the ‘evangeliat 81, John; so that. Ireneus was whot
some of the Fathers have termed him, a man almost apestolic.’’
An allusion to this fast by him proves, therefore, its great anti-

the Church. From the earliest accounts we: possess, it appears
that, originally, only the two deye precedlng Enster Sunday were

in allusion to the expression of our Saviour that, * in thoss days
the bridegroom was taken away.” .This space:of:time compre-

derness, . But the Lenten . fost _soon cains to be. extended ; we
ﬁnd 1bat before the close of the. second ‘century . it compmed a
perrod of iwo weeks ;. and i lo ‘the course of the fousth century. it
embraced the six weekn preeedmg Easfer..:It. was .in the ninth

eentnry that fous daye were preﬁxed to that penod,—-lbulmoking

the Chureh, 20 wrsely and judiciously eslablrcl\ed it becomes all |

careful to maintain the customs and . hold fast. the ‘institutions |.

Smpped of those unedifying forms and-

and acting with a-critical and a scarclung eye; of looking well |

quity, and that-it had its origin- Aantecedent to the corrupt days of |
observed as days of faetmg and mourning, and were thus kept | -

hended about forty kours, and bore 'y genernl resemblance to the |
/oﬂy days during which our Lord himself had fasted in the wil-

———

L nt to commence on the Wernesday preceding the sixth Sun.
day befae Easter. T'his day was subrequently nomed Asi
WeDNEsDAY, feem the custom which prevaiied in some civschis
of spriukling the heads of the penitents with askes. Fiem Ash
Wedvesday, thetetore, until Easter—diducting the Sundays
which were never nccounted or kept as fast-dnyse—there tre just
forry days; and the resemblance of this period of abatncnce is
thus preserved to the fast of cur Saviour in the wildancss.

The institution of Lent is, there fore, very ancicnt; and ahko’
not formed upon any express precept ol‘ Scripture, is sacicd fiem
its intention and hallowed Ly its untiquity,  In those duyy, it was
the custom of Christinns to absinin fiom fucd, us fav as their fu.
firmities permitted, during o poition of every day in this scason,
—for that fasling is a scriptural duty, proof weed not bLe ad.
vanced ;—yet full liberty was permitted to all to guide them.
selves in this abstinence by the faculties with which they were
endued, nnd to moke those perivds of fasting, whether long or
short, subservient to a due vegurd to healih and natural infirmije
tics. In the primitivo duys of that usage, there was alson lnu.
dabla custom of Lestowing upon the poor the food which was
thus saved by this voluntary sbstinence ; so that to the conjomed
exerrises of extramdinary sclf-deninl and devotion, thera was
added o peculiar attention (o the wants of tha indigent, As to
the precise nature of the fast to be cxereised duving 1he season of
Lent, our Church hath laid down no poriicular rules, but it scems
1o be left to every one’s own conscience,  One thing, however, is
certain, that o fast is appointed;  and that, according to tho
judgment of the Church, some spiritual otservance of this- sca.
son isrequisite.  The amount of abstinence fiom the usunl Juxu.
vies and delights of life which, during this scason, is becoming,
we shall not—Dbecauso the Church docs not —undertako to. de-
fine, Most Christinns, however, concur in the propriety of ap-
propriating, during its continuance, more thun an ordinmy por-
tion of their time to cxercises of public and privato devotion ; and
in the opinion also we heartily concur, that the scason of Lent
should be marked, if possible, by a complete a'bstinrnce from
thoso gaieties and amusements of life in which muny Christians
feel that they can ordinarily, without any violution of conseicnco,
indulge. This, at least, is a species of scif-denial whichi<none
can refuse who look to the voluntary mortification of our blesyedt
Lord for cur sukes, or who pay due regard to his own imuucuon,
“if any man will come after mo, lct him dcny himself?

An account of the Meoting of the Midland Clerrcnl Associa-
tion held at Belleville last week, was ready for this day’s publi-
‘cation, but we have discovered, (v our regret, lhut l‘rom wam of
-room it must be poetponed to our noxt. ’ S

(5= We learn from 'l‘oromo popers received lhrs wecek, thnt
on Monduy last a-Resolution passed the Flonse of -Assembly re-
investing the Clergy Rescrves in the Crown, to be npplrcd lo rc-
lrgwus purposes in this Province.

“The following has been obligingly furnished to us for publica.
tion; und we feel assured thut nono who knew the late excallent
Bishop of Quebee would veglect the opportunity of oblaining a
record of him which promiscs to bo so interesting as the one wo
announce, ‘The Editor of this paper will be happy 1o receive ors
ders for the work, if communicated wuhm o montlr, nnd lrnnsmn
them to the proper quarter i

UPPER CANADA TRAVDLE!\G MlSS!ON FUND
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In the Press, and speedily will be published, by Halchard 4" .S'on,
- PRICE TO SUBSCRIDERS NOT EXCERDING Ty,
THE STEWART MISSSONS, __
Being o' ecries of Letiess and Journols shewing the deplorable *
SPIRITUAL DESTITUTION OF TIE LMIGRANTS
' IN UPPER CANADA.
To which is preﬁxcd o short, blogrnphrcnl ‘sketch of lhe lale -
Honourable and Right Reverend CranLes JAMM Srewmr’ o
~ Bishop of Quebée, and the Prrmory Charge delivercd by, lum
to his Clergy, on the -ih of Auguel, 1826, at Monltcnl in'
* Lower Canada, and on the 30th: August, st Yorl, in Upper
Canada. Edited by the Rev. W. J. D. Waddllove, A M.
' 8t, John’s College, Cambndgo.

\FARISH CLERGYMAN, S

Never mlerfermg rn he concerns of any fnmrly, unleu,h i
terference was eollcrled ho was conmlled upon. all occnexone of
lrouble or importance. lncrprcnl (disputes, which: would ‘other:
wise have offorded griat for the Lawyer’s mill, were ad;uuled by:
his mediation ; und anxious parents, when they had causo to op-,
prehend that lherr chlldren were going wrong, knew no bcuer
course (han to communicate their fors to him, and request. that
he would administer . some timely admonition, Whenever- he
was thus called on, or. had of himself perccwed that reproof or.
warning was required, it was given in private, or. only in pre-
sence of the porents, and always. with a genilencss . which none
bot an obdurate drspoemon could resist, His influence ¢ ovcr the.
younger part of his flock was ‘the gtcater, becouse he was no en«
emy 1o any innocent sposts, but on the contrary was plesscd.to

-ses them dance round the mny-polo, encouraged thcm 1o drers.

their doots with oaken boughs on the day of ng Charles's
happy restoration, and to wear an onken garlund -in the hot; “or
an oak-apple on its sprig in the button. hole; went to see theie
bonfire on the fifth of November, and- entcrtained tho moml-dnn-
cers when they. calied upon him-in their Christmas rounde.-—
“The Doclor. : K

90 THE MEMBERS OF THE EASTERN CLEBIGAL SOCIETY,.
Reverend Brethren,
You are hereby reminded, tbat the next’ Meelrng of the Auo-

' ciation is appointed to be beéld at Carlion Place, 0 Wednm!dy,

March Th, 1838 Your faithful Brother, -

Hy. PATTON, Sec'y..

Lmn.s received to Fnday 23d Febime - - ‘
Rer. R. H. Bourne, rem. in full for vol. 1; Rev. J. Deneon.

‘vem; in full for vol. 1.; ‘Rev. A. F.. Atldmon, com. & rem, ;.

Richd., Awhill; Esq. (2); ‘Rev. H. Patton ;. Rev. H., 1. Grmu, 7

sem. ;" ‘Archdescon of York, with parcel; 8..C.. K:ﬂ:" Esg: remn

Rov. J. Beumne, mn. in full for vol. l. ‘C, Besd .ren.



