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) gateMx sound ! that cver and anon,

1« minzled with the ¢ity’s huay hum,

Thou hast 2 meaning in thy dull deep 1one

That thrills the inmost heart.  Dost thou not speak,

And tcil the world that one of us is gone

‘o that far conniry whenee none ¢'cr returns 4

And thouzh unknown his nation, name, or state,

Whether a child of fortane, or of want,

e claimed a commen brotherhoad with s,

1¥is maker God, and onrs his Saviour too.

Rut yesterday, perchaice, he walked the earth,

In youth, and hualth, anticipating it

With jagful hapes of happy dags to cotme.

Now, weeping (viends stand round the bad of denth,

Aad mourn the contrast ! Contrast ) how 'sad !

e hoart that late with warm adlclion glowed,

Now beats no more—the hand ie cold and stirt)

Aad the pals kpshave closed. The sizht is gane

I'rom th2 onee beaming eve now fived in duath.
SO *tizan hoar,

Franght with such wo that poor hamanity

¥ach oftiines cavy him who fiels no mure.

A hhavy tax o bast affzciions pay,

Whaen davest (eionds are ealled upon Le part !

Deapair would cloud 1ha soul, did nat tie hope,

"¢ide Llessod hope of lifh: immortal rise,

o ss0th the monraer with the ieesed thouz™

at savered sireams again shall reasite.

And in oae tide shaliblend to part nomove,

VWaat thangh the daily Cancrad knell ba £t

£a common an occarrence, that the werld

searce heeda tha solemn warning voize that eptake,
And clly the iving that they ioo must du-=
that vouth, and innoeenss, and haahih, and jor,
®o Larriers prove azainst the kand that may
15%en now be raised to strike our daarest frirnds,
And erush our fondest hoprs 10 rise nomore.
t1ow fecble is the tenure of man’s life; !

Uncertain all the happiness of carth —

Where all is chanzing, nathing sure but death.

1} could we learn to fix our thouzhts on high,
\Waere pain, and sorrow, death, areall unknown,
And wean onr hearlson earth (o rest on heaven,
Then might the tolling bell not preach in vain.
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Tue gorious God, who rules all things in
heaven and in carth, and who guides the af-
fairs of individuals as well asof whole nations,
ordained in his mysterious providerce thatl
should be born in a heathen land.  Like the
great majority of my countrymon, I attended
to the rules and ceremonics of the Hindao re-
ligion, without ever once inquiring whether
my religions performances were cither aceep-
table 10 God, or consonant with the common
wnse of mankind. [ was always taught to
eherish the memory of my forefathers with
tha greatest veneration, and the simple fact that

their religion wasalso mine, suflicientiy proved
to my mind that 1 was deing vight 3 a-, alas!

it still does 1o my puor mother and the rost of

my relatives.,

Faever thought any thing abont the evil na-
ture of heathenism and idokatry hetore T heard
of the refigion of Jesus Chlivist. - But when 1
wig informed that 2 teacher of religion had
come From Boglamd, teaching the people that
tac idols which T and my counirvmen woe-
Sripped wers wothing more thaw S gs made
oi'stona, copper, brass, and the Jike materiale;
that the worshipping of Cren wan a vin which
would prevent our citranee into heaven g |
exclaimed, « Ohy whatis that 1 does e epeak
<o of our gads T ixit trme what he say- 77

Whilst T thoneht thue, 1 beeame desicons of

Leing made arquainted with Ciodstianity,
Fasé eannarizas of Ticslogism azd Coisliaonidy,

As =oon az T oacquired a litde insight into
the natura of the Chrdistian eoliclon, T thaugh
within mveelfy, «IWell f this be teue, mine iz
alalee religion—a miktuee of teath and evrar
a rehigion which has boen (ibricatad by the
perverse undersanding of men; e thing:
contrined in it do not comport with the eha-
racterafa holv Gal the hidories of our gods,
an racorded in ity nre disgutting cven to be
heard.  Sach a religion, thesefore, must coer-
tainly irad to destrnetion.”  Blorcover, ] was
afeuid that i T continued in it and walked af-
o e example of thnse false pads, 1 ehoyld,
‘nthe fiest place, Le panished a9 e preseat
world, even as Brariah was, whoey for his
sl desires, was eursed with the lese of one
of his heada 5 as Visho, who, for his gy
sin, was doemed to be daprived of his reavan,
and as Siva, wha, for Lis sin of ssurder, was
subjected to the curze of Lecaming a fool and
a vagabond en carth 3 and werse than all this,
that T rshould hereafter be expored to the
wrath of a holy and just Gy and eastiato hell
there to remnin forever.

Conviclions vesisied and overc:

T theught with pity on wiyseli’ and ethers.
that it was doubticss thirough agnoraree that
our forefathers continned in heathenism, and
Lrouglht up theirchildven in it with the impres-
sion that it was the troe rebigion, T thought,
marcover, (hat Christianity nmiust Le the true
veligion, and that the ealvation of the tonl
must be throngh Jesus Christ, who Lecw no
sin,  But then the thought struck me, that if]
desired to follow such 2 religion, ard reaily
did so, my mother, brothers, relativer, com-
panions, and cauntrymen, would vidw e
with a Burning jealouay and utter detestution ;
yet T was partly convinced, that if'l did net
yield mysell to God, through Christ the Sa-
viour, I should he cast into the Izke hurning
with fire, there to endure endicss tormeats.
Siilt I continued in ahominable heatheniem,
and was confirmed in it in the followirg man-
ner.  Some of my townsmen put to me very
perplexing questions, the saphistry of wlhich
[ was, at thattime, unable to deteet and re-
fute. Thus, after my former convictions of
the evil of idolatry, and my partial relinquish-
ment of it, I agrin returncd to ita foul delusions.
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domd hoey Tty to U Leuth.

Rlv fricdel it Caring that | tight le-
ecomea () vir Leovtipued at CoinLatecr,
sowhere s placed vipdey
the 'iIim'_nl'!hf‘ vollege mieonzher, | Hindoo
maltetor] who fistiuet me in variecus Hin-
doo Leoks rebiting 4o idalatey, Iy 1eans of
which Utueni-hed my niind with oany argu-
ments it the Christiang religion, and  re-
Al o Ceingbateor vith a Ligh westiionial
oy characier fren the celobraed noen-
shee,

At my retenitas Coimbatoor, § firmle l:o-
liowved Gt Clri tiapity was aliege ther Talee
matl could not enter heaven i f nnl.-r:mvn;
it 5 and | opeided yselis on possessirg sefli-
cient sl o prove that iy v ligion was true
aml to eontute the arcunents lany one nh«:
:n!.'n“r:nl to apy religion eppoved o the one 3
Lo,

Cenviclien vevivedy hut fwdedision conlinge:d

rent e to Mady

Tn Divine Providenee, the Rev, 1. Lewis
cawe to this phee, and cploved yae ok o Yo
il noeonshee,  Whilst 4‘;!1’_:![5;'([ in il;::lrucln‘g
him, Dwaz o the habit of leinging forveard
many ohjeetions to the religion of Christ 5 g
Uwas giickly put te shame and silence ly
the answers which he returped (o cach of
my objections; awd  beeame convineed thit
all my disputes were vain, - Afier this [ gavo
mysclC up to thought and mecitation, and due-
g e few monthe 1 was considenirg the s-
periovity of Christianite, 2nd the inferioriy
of heatheniony,  my mind was in a state
of extrere porplexiry, eadness) and diggnio-
trde.

Atthis period a pentlersan put into my
hamt a boak ealled the Pilprin's Pregicss,
which Freads Fartly by veadivge this heek,
and pretly by the remembiranee of all the $al.or
wlhich Lad beew expended on mee 20 Coipta.
toery Tlegan o feel that the Chri: tan religion
was the only true religion, 2rd Christ war the
enly sinless Savieer. By mind wes jn g
most distressingand vrerahle state. My con-
fideree in Vicheo was sluadier, whilst my
faithy in Jeses Christ was very weak. Viehgu
pulled e Ly the ere bandy and Chirist Ty the
other 5 o it knewivgwho to worthip, Vil
no or Christy T west ont 1o the river gide, spt
dewn, rud wept. To rid mysel of ro mueh
misery, b wasneatly en the peint of | uttitg en
v lite s Luithen T theught thatte Coco
wouli Le 2 sin,

HIE P
AL

Coneeision de Christ,

[ theawent to the house of the Rev, Mr,
Lowiv. and wizhivp him to think me still a
heathen. ! put Viehru's matk vyion my fores
head. My, Lewis received me Eindly, froke
to me for a lorg time on the suljeet ef religion,
and exhorted me to trustin God  throwgh Je-
sus Chriet, and tlien my expectaticrs wéuld
never he disaprointed. A few daye aficr this
I felt it impessible to cortirue o heathen ary
longer, and determined, whatever might le
the conscguence, to make a profvssion of
Cliristianity.

In March 1841, 1 was enalled to renounce

idelatr, and felt a strorg desire to deliver up.,



