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11enri-Antoine, baptis,é le 6 D)écemibre, 1771.
Margerie-J~eptebaptiîýe le 24 Ma~rs, 177-4.

Marie -Charlotte, 1),tptiséc le 5 Juin, 1775-
Siiuon-André, baptisé le 23 Jutin, 1777.
1FranIcnis-JOsel), 1)a-litise le 19 NIi.1779.
Angelu lue-So >1hie, baetptisé~e le 25 I Xc nlire, i 78o. Elle eû piiiour w' ai n

le Sieur Aîîîal le I )ézéery I .ounr et pur n îîaine, sa sn' ýir, (Catherine I a Croix

NIé,:ères.

Il y avait à Montréal ià cette époque dfeux autres familles
du nom de Mézière qui portaient les surnom,, de Alaisoncelle
et de L'.Epcr7,alic(. Le 7 avril 1 752 Françoisý Mézière de
Maisoncelle, capitaine d'un détachement des troupes de la
marine, épousa à Montréal, Charlotte, fille du baron de
Longueuil. Il était fils de Claude de Mézière de Maison-
celle, ancien officier de cavalerie et de Catherine Linagre, de
la paroisse de Graiiie r?), évêché cde Chalons, en Champagne.

de Léry MACDONIALD).

AMER ICAN POSTAGE STAMPS

%M HE proposition to change the size and colors of
the prevailin-g postage stam Ps makes a short
history of thc.:e useful articles very tiniely.
It is 110w nearly haîf a century since the first

postage stamp was issued in the United States. In 1840
E ngland began using stamps, in 1845 the issue of postage
stamps was authorized by Congress, and in 1847 the first
stamps were issued.

Before that time the postage was paid ini cash, sometimes
by the sonder ande sonietimes by the receiver of the letter,
and the schedule of rates varied with the distances.

The charge for transmitting a letter thirty miles was 6 cents,
and the tariff increased in gradual ratio until a maximum
charge of 25 cents for 300 miles or more wvas reached. This
method was in vogue for two years after the issue of stamps
was authorized by congress.


