Fliftorical Portrait of the Duke de Lauzu,

enqpired what chance had brought him
there,

Peguilhem, who was fure of his fuc-
cels, im gined he could lay the valee under
fome obligations, by trufling him with a
fecrcr, nyeit fecmingly rejuiced at the
news, pulied out his watch, and under
Pretex of difpatciing fome immediate bu-
fincts of tne kine's, leit him, ile mount-
€d, on ail jour, fome dark back (tairs, to
"‘e_ apartm nt w here t.ouvois toanfacted
bufine(\, toid thit nunifter, who happen-
C)d not to be of the counail of finance, that
Pigoithien was on ihe point of beiny de-
tlared grard matt-r, and that he was now
attending helow.  Louvors hated veguil-
hem, who was the friend of Colbert his ri-
val, he was equ -lly afraid of hi» influence
and‘ his airs, th uid he ohtain a place,
which was fo ¢l fely connetied with his
own de,.orroent at war,  Hie cmbraces
Nyet with the inott ardent exprefions of
Bratitu'e, im ucdiat:ly fends him back,
Liys hold of fome ditparches betore hiin,
flefcend, and coters the antichambir,
Where Pegniihen and Nyedt are again in
fonveriation

Nyeit appears (urprized at feeing Lou-
Yois, and t.li» hian tiat the council is not
yet broke up 5 ¢ no marten,’ anf{wers Lou-
¥ois ¢ 1 muft enrer, my dilpatches are
Prefling ones,’—and opens the door. The

ing, turprized, rues to meet him, and
atks what brught him thither ; Louvcis
draws him towards a window. ¢ I hear’
faid he, ¢ your bnjeity is gaing to declare
Feguilhem - rand maler of ariillery ; he
Now artends inthe amichamber ; you are,
fire, the matter of your own favours, and
Your own choice, but you nevet can recon -
tile veguilhe.n and noc; | thall never rub-
mit to his caprices and his airs ; he will
Immediately begin to overturn every ap-
Pointment hitherto made ; the artillery is
tlofely connefted with the department of
war, and your majesty will have nothing
to do, but to appeafe cur mutual animofi.
tics, to at as perpetual umpire between
his caprices and my obftinacy.

‘The king, exuemcy vexed at heing
told his fwcret by him, from whom chiefly
he had wanted to iide 1t, anfwers Louvois
with a ferious air, that nothing was yct
done, ditmiffes him, and rejoins thecoun.
¢il—fome moments after it breaks up,
the king goes to mafs, fees Peguilhem, and
pafles him without a word.

Peguilbem bn amazement attends the re-
mainder of the day, and hearing nothing
of the promifed declaration, mentions it
to the king at his petit coucher, The
king replies, that the momoent is not yet
come, ano that hefhailfeé: The ambiguls
Py of is anfwgr, and the depaale oF B
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tone, alarm Peguilhem ; relying “on his
intereft with the women and the jargon of
gallantry, he vifits Madaine de Montefpan,
tells her his fears, and conjures hep
to difpel them;  fhe promifes won.
ders and amufes him, for feveral
days. Sick of fufpence and unable to
guefs at the caufe’ of his misfortune, he
forms the incredible rcfolution of aéting
the fpy at a tete-a-tete of the King and
fviadame de Montefpan, by the means of
waiting-woman ; by thuir converfation
he is informed of the obitacles which Lou..
vois threw in his w.y, of the King’s an.
ger at fecing his fecret betrayed, of his re-
folution to refufe him the place, as wel}
to punifh him, as to avoid being perpetu-
ally harraffed by their quarrels 5 he over.
heard every word that pafied between the
king and his muftrefs, and her, whofe good
ofiices he fondly relied oo, exerting all her
powers of mifchicf agaioft him.

Madame de Montelpan now went to
the toilet to prezarc herfelf for the rehear,
fal of a baller, at which the king, the
queen, and the whele court were to meee 3
the waiting-woman drew Peguilhem from
his hele, who placed himfelf at the door
of Madame de Montefpan. She appearing,
he offcrs his hand, and with an air tender.
1y rufpeétful, afks whether the has conde.
(cended to recollecé his concerns with the
king ; (he in a pompous manner difplays
ber fi&itipus fervices, whilft hewith acves
dulous air, here and there threws in a
queflion the begter 1o enfnare her  them
all at once approaching her ear, ¢ thou art,”
fays he, ¢ a liar 20d a jade, wWas it not this
the king faid to you ; was it not thus you
anfwered ' Madamede Montefpan, thun-
derfiruck and unable to reply a fingle
word, got to the place of rendezvous, all
trembling, and unable to hide ber apitati-
on, and thc moment fhe entered, fainted,
away. ‘The court was already there~sthe
king ran to her terrificd,fhe recovered with
difficulty. In the evening fhe tald the
king what had happened, and infified on
it that none but the devil could have in-
formed Peguilhem fo precifely, in an in-
ftant, of all they had communicated to
each other about him.

The king was extremely provoked by
¢he bad treatment his - miftrefs had retei-
ved, and equally aftxious to kmow by what
means Peguithem had: obtained futh ima
mediate and circumfiantial inforfation:
Peguilhem, on the’other fide, was furions
at the thought - of Jofing the atiilitry—fo
that both lay wmder the nroff whimfical
conftraint with ea¢h other—-a few Ga{r put
an end 'to it ; Peguithem, by his rask, had
the liberty of approdshing thie king, and
feinlig thé opportunity ¢f w tete-s-tete, ha
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