
SPEECH of Mr. HASTINGS to the HOUSE of LORDS, on MONDAY the zd Day
of JUNE, '791..

T"HE Evidencet for the Impeachment
beingclnftd,

*Mr. Hanfings rofe, and intreated the in-
duIlgence of tiir Lordfhips to allow him to
read fron his notes what he·wifhed to of-
fer as his defence. .

Lord Krnyon, who prefided in -the ab-
fence oi the Lord Chancellor, deired Mr.

aflings toprpceed.
lr. Haaings than, '.fom a written pa.

per, read, to the following. effea :-He
lhoped the .propofition. he was about to
effer vould be a means of faving their
Lordmhips- trouble in future, and would
put an end for ever to a trial unexampled
iwr ifs lengtl and in the coidu& of it, and
whiclh had attra&ed the attention o¶ thou-
(ands in this country, and in evpry part of

. the world. But firit he deemed. -t jýflice
to his Counrel to ray, that the refolution
.which he had taken, was taken without
any. communication with them, and a-
gainft thcir opinion. No. man could have
an highcr regard for them-than he had, or
thought .higher of their profeffional abili-
ties, or ounld 'b more Ccnible than he
*as ùf the~ir affcdzionate attachment to
him i but this.was a meafure he took en-
lirely tpon himfelf ; aryd he folemnly de-

* claredi that if hi believed it ý poBlible for
thelir Lordûihps to finid him guilty, he
would preftr that.f¶ntence tooa continua-
tio.n of tI trial, wi;h a chance of an ac-
quital in another, or perhaps in another
Sefion after that.

He faid, thar his life had been (pent a-
ongit a people,one of whofe maximswas,

thar fpeedylujpice vas better than tardy.
_njuace. Aftcr rome other circumaances
rniertioned in the exordium with very
grea -force1 and invery clegant languagè,
ýie procerded to'reply to the accufations
tbat 'hadb hei brought aainft him; * And
*. iri1 e ho raid,- he would talie thc General
Clharges, ivhich werc that he liad dcfola,
ted and ruir'ed the Irovinces committed to
his-care,; that he had 4iolated Treaties,
opprtffd añd . plundcred the 'Natives,
vzntonIy vacd te Public ïMoney, and
difobeyed th- Orders of tirs Sup'eriors.

h:ir. HFlings raid, .it.was a grcat com-
fort and happinrf ta hing that he could in
a few wo5ds, efute ail tiefe General
CI g gepn4ýhe authority ofAI1 t houre
of Coimons, liis profecutoi- for t was
n rácf Iefore :them, chat he had ralfed.

thé re ofuc: : tflhe Government from
ttiiden iün fitèrling. a year to five that
to pceur tthie inncscafe, he hadt necither-
à rc ed4 ccr ui ncd he co'untry for lt:

had <ill further increaf*d ince his de-
parture. ''ie Princes with vhom lie wat
faid to have broken the public faith, ail
joined in bearing tefinimony In his favour,
and to this hour profetied the fincerefi perý
fonal regard for him. The natives, of al
ranks, counrrie, and ea% in India, had
joined as one m.n, in refuting fa' Fou] a
charge. It was in proef before the -Houto
of Commons, that, in peaco and in 'war,
his govesnmcnt was more economicail
than that fixed-by the Board ot Controul
for India ; there.orr, ail thefe General
Cbarges mua fall' tthg ground in the
judgment ofcvery man who would be at
the pains to enquire. But. if he' had dont
a thoufapd, meritorious adions, and he
underflood (,ome of thofe who had voted
fo, his Impeachnent gave him the credit
of preferving India ta Great Britain, he
was.perfeely ready to allow, that it was
incumbent uponhim to anfwer fpeci6cally
toihe Four Articles on which the Mana-
gers depended for his çonvidtion.

Mr. Hailings then fard, that ho was con-
fident he might truni his cife to their own
eyidence, mutilated and garbled as it had
been, notwithflanding the laudable anct
moft unccafing attention of his Coulifel' to
prevent fuch mutilations iI every praei-
cable infnance.

He complained, that of thirty four wit.
netfes whom he. had originalIy fummoned,
fome were dead, fome returned ta India,
others in different parts of , the kingdorm,
after having been wearied out by three
years fruitciefs attendance,: and that thofe
with whom he Was more immediately
conneaed would be liable to thofe re-
marks which the Mànagers had.taken the
freccom to make upon their own witneffes,
when their evidence did not ahfwer their
expeations.

Mr. Haftings alfo complained of the in-
jury he fuilained by an ad, of which,.he
approved as much asany man, the publi.
tity oftcheir Lordfhips proceedings i but
in a 'cafe where a trial lafted fuch a time,
and' where the auciencce naturaliy came
merely fortie enteitaiÙcmenL thcy expeded,
St had fo iappened, -hat in thre¯ycars
perions from every. par' of Great 11irrairn
had attcnded thé trial ànd heard the
fpeechesif ie Managera ofth Houfe of
Conmons-it copid.not occur to-them ta
flppofe,' tiat,men te n mne ofCto great
a body would venture to hazard fferting
what they had. nota tit le of e.videtnce to
prove i and thu his chara.dr had been
br ie as faras tie Managers could di


