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SPEECH of Mr., HASTINGS to the HOUSE of LORDS, on MONDAY the ;d Day -~
of ]UNE, 1791..

HE Evidence for the Impeachmcnt
being clofed,

Mr. Haftings rol’c, and intreated the i m-

duly\nc«. of their Lordfhips to allow him to -

read from his notes what he-withed to of-
fer as his defence.
Lord Kenyon, who prefided i in. the ab-

‘fence of the Lord Chancellor, defired Mr.

Haflings wprpceed., .

Mr. Haftings then, from a wrmen pa-
per, read. to the' following effe@ :—He
hopued the .propofition, he was about to
* offer would be a means of faving their
Lordfhips’ trouble in furure, and would
put an end for ever to a trial unexampled
v its length -and in the coudu of it, and
which had 2tuzradled 1he auention of thou-
£onds in this country, and in evgry part of
the world, But firft he deemed.it ju

which he had taken, was taken without

‘any. communication with them, and a-

gainft their epinion, No man could have

- an higher regard for them than he had, or

thought higher of their profeffional ab;h-
 ties, or tould ‘be more fenfible than he
avas uf théir aff¢fiionate attachment to
hlm but rhls was a meafure he took en-

nrcly upon himfeif ; 3 angd he folemaly de-
-~ clared, that if he believed it poffible for .

their Lordﬁnps to find him gu:lty, he

_.would prefer that fentence to'a continua-

_tion of the teial, witha chance of an- ac-

“quital in ano'her, or perhaps. in ano(hcr
Seffion aflter thar,

. He faid, thar his Jife had been fpent a-.’

mont,ﬁ a pcoplc,cne of whofe maxims-was,

thar fueedy juftice was better than tardy .

injuflice,  After fome other circumftances

mientiontd in the exordium with  very -

. Ereat -force, and invery. c}cgnm language,
" he-proceeded toreply to'.the accufations
tba( ‘had beea brought againft him: " And
ﬁrﬂ be'faid,” he would take the General
Ch.,rges, whrch werc; that he had. defola,

- ted-and rvined the Provinces comnmtcd to

his care ;.

- that-be had -violated . Treatics;
Opp’ﬂ:ﬂcd

and - plundered

“difoheyed the Orders of his Superiors,
Mir. -Haflings faid, .it.was 2 great com-

fnrt and happinefs 1o himgthathe could in

‘2. fcw words, refute. al: thefe General

. Chaigss upen’the authority of the ‘Houfe-
"o( Commang,-lis profecutors 5 for it was’
“..“‘ pmcf Lefore: them,

‘wiliicns’ Adrling 2 year to five

. the pains to cnqulre

ftice -
"to his Counfel to fay, that the refolution

‘the "Natives, -
. wantonly watted, the Public Mumv, and

hat he had: raifed. -
~of the. Govcrnmcr.t from: -
"‘\hat
px Lgm: tl.lai"mcxeafc, he had ncnher,-

had fill further increafed fince his de-
parture, The Princes with whom he was
{aid to have broken the public faith, all
joined in bearing tefimony in his invour,
and to this hour profetfed the fincereft per. .
fona) regard for him, The natives, of 2l
ranks, councrict, and fells in lmha‘ had
joined as one m n, inrefoting fo foul a
charge. Jt was in procf before the Houfe
of Commons, that, in peace and in war,
his govesnment,
thaa that fixed by the Board ot Controul
for India; therefore, all thefe General

Charges muft fall’ to .thg ground in the

judgmmt ofcury man who would be at-
But if he had done
a thoufand. mmtonous actions, and he -
for hhlmpezchmcm gave him the credit
of preferving India to Great Bntam, he
was_perfe@ly ready to allow, that it was
incumbent uponhim to anfwer fpecifically

" to'the Four Articles on which the Mana.
" gers depended for his qonvn&uon.

Mr. Haflings then faid, thathe wis can-’
fident he might truft his ctfc to their own
eyidence, mutilated and garbled as it had
been, nozwuhﬁandmg the laudable and
moft unccafing attention of his Couhfcl to
prevent fuch mutilations in every praé‘x-

" cable inftance.’

He complained, that of thirty four wit.
netfes whom he had originally fummoned,
fome were dead, fome returned to lnd:a, .
others in dxﬁ'ercm paris'of the Kingdorm,
after having been wearied  out by three

“years fruitlefs attendance,” and that thofo

with whom he was more immediately
connefed would be lisble to thofe re-
marks which the Managers had taken the
freedom to make upon their own witnefTes, -

‘when their evidence d:d not anfwer their -

expeations, - . C

Mr. Haftings allo complamcd of thc in- .
jury he fuftained by an aét, of which-he
approved 'as much 3y any man, the publi.
tity of their Lordfhips proceedings ;  but

-in a ‘cafe where a\i%al lafted foch a time,
" and where . the-av

ience’ naturally came
merely forthe enteftainment: they expeied,

“ithad fo - hnppcmd, that in three ycars.
‘pcrfons from every parf. o(’ Great Bnram g
. had attended

the " trial,’ and heard: tha;
fpecches of the Managcrs of thc Houfe of
Commons—-lt could not occur (o them to.

fappofe, that.-men in the naine offo-great:

a body would venture to hazard. afferting
what they: had ‘not'a tittle_of -evidence. to

‘prove ;- and. thus his-chara&er had. be n:
. blaﬂcd. as far.as. thc l\.anagers cou)d e

was more - ceconomical -




