LA DAME BLANCHE.

i.

The reprsentation of Bofeldien’s opera at the
Theatre Roval, in this ¢ity, has re-viw(‘ the mem-
ory af his works, Awwong the prineipal of these is
*la Dame Blanebhe,”™ oue of the most popalar
aperas of the French sehools Tt icin vonstant
rehiearsal on all the stages of Furope, atd Tast
cason wiek praduved at the Londan Gaiety with
extraordinary suvsess, Forsome renson or other,

1t las hitherto been almost gnkuewn in the

crment that Clarn Faonise Rellogy in-
teycled fnefeling v in hev repertory during the
present season.  The whole sertes of French

ates, but L owas grastiied o read the ©

eoti opery, as distingnished from grand opera,
wz the oue hand, aret opers boatfe an the other, |

i a mine of musival wealth, which it would pay
ARy enterprising S ecosrci (o opetnd develop
for the beneit of the American publie. This

kind of composition Is not neeessarily comie, as |

1t~ niane woubd implve but s charaeteristic is |

that speken dialozue alternates with eraesils
parts and that the recitatives are deelaimed, not

o -

we have hithorto beenomade acquaintad in this

ung. The only sveraof that chass with which |

ettty s Auber’s  Fra Dravelo,” and both the |

dramatie effects and charming melodies of thar

witk ought 1o stinmudate our relish for other:

composilions akin w1t Germany, Hossia and
Engoand are mueh mors appreciative,
tarmer countiy, Freueh Opera-Cominue has al

that {Uisexerllent o that there 180 great steeras
In the ¢

s have his words iaoa quarter of an hoar.”

ways sriatned a place of houour, and among the

favonrite tmpersauations of Waehitel, who was
ameng Tast winter, {s the Jero of :\lin}).hw
H ALowe MY :

un's * Postitiion de Lonjumean.”” Tn Rassia
texg resbled for ton vears, and his “Caliphe
.

e B

Opers Honge of N1, Petershuryg

vd.

Gad,” sowell Kuewn cvervwhere by {ixf

viehlv wrought evertare, is a stock plece at the | Wholew

seaeont i consideresd varaplete i Londen with-

tthe peproduction of Hemdd's * Zampa 7 or

sonpesers of  Fhirope
teerils ot the Vo

a‘-.:w-n-‘ R

1 aal

as i

with,  Chernbint wrote Lis © Peux Jouriees o
Haossind iis ¢ Comte Dory 70

Meverboer, his

“Pardon de Ploernmed 7 Fio SMartha

fIeNsatg

aptnion, his countevabee mast have snthic

Dronigzetti, his ¢ Fiile Jdn witent, ™ for the
Frenoh o1 e, The et of alfe's warks Wele .
eanupesed for the a '

Sreeliey anef, Nidvr;t{, 1
1

.
tarmous {rishman's genius bope the anmistak

Freneh spinit.

. Y ha Dame Blanehe ™ iv a
soiaterpieve, Tis founded on stmple material,
but romeantie apd desmatle ipcidents abennd,

1.
=Y

fal skill of Seribe wha

tn the

AN

wether Bis place will ever be sue.
He geuged exaotly the pecutiay
far whemn b wrote

s osg as ta leed them on and insph
ead of fllowing iu their wake, H

aute Tell Meverbioer"s % Rolert

#1, " amd Bolelidien’s ©* Dame Blanche
B tradition of the White Lady s entertain-
i osverd of the oblest roval fomilies o
ope and e passed into literatnes. - The
mothe day of disuster, were hapnted

soowy phantom’; Lonis XV referred
dully 1o the visitation on the eve of h
it is seen gliding ar critieal intervals

¢ the pulaes of the House of Orangs, and
i fer  day that we read of a
g eaught a glitpse of it in n

Lt

lzafe avenue 4t Sqans Soyei. Sir Walter Seott

TS v odmperishable The  White Lady. of
t s frean bim that Serihe took the
retto, Whea hie went to Boieldien
with the manuseript, he fonnd the master hard
al work ofi a poem of the old ol by Bouiily,
which he had the utmost diticulty to convert
into nmsieal lauguege.  The work was ** Les
Dienx Nuits,” written by the pedantic old poet
as a pendant o ¢“ Les Deux Journees,” which,
with the ceoperation of - Cheralini's score, had
achicved a great sucoess some thirty years pre.
vious., - Fertunately for our two youug authors,
the tenor, Martin, 6 whom the principal ehar-
acter of Bouilly’™s opera was consverated, retired
from the stage at thistwe, and, «s he could not.
mssibly be replaced, Boisldien found himselt at
gibvr:y to undertake the book of Seribe.  The
task was of the most congenial natare and hie
proceeded through the first two acts with the
rush of juspiration. " He bad more troubls with
the thind and concinding set. 1 s always in-
teresting to triaee thie. steps: through which inas.
verpieaes of art awl literatore have been exe.
ented, and inthe present instaues wi are for-
tnniate enough tu have an account of Boleldivu’s
troubles from his favourite pupil, Adam, the re.
author of “ Le Pastillion” and ** Le Brswy, G
Preston."”

IR

snieldien, Jike Rassind, worked i bed, leaving
it in busy times only four or five hours w-duy,
It wax' thus that he Tecomposed - L Dame
Blanehie,” Oue morsing when Mdam calbad, s

usual, the master comphaned to him that, atter

heeving racked hix brains during the whole night,
he conld tind nothiing for his third act exeept a
treble arin, an unimportant -litle ehorus,-a

“trifting duet for femnle voices, and a fivale with-
~out any development,

g5 man kad un instinety
el to intrition, and it

o
T Auber’s *C Muastie de Porticl,” Adam's «
Cin good taste and triemdship,

sdisplay of vivacity, the wite of the compaser
crushed into the roony, ared It was woainst her
Lyl ‘s )
i that B

t
I
j

fever, which may be worth something, 1 was
freading in Walter Seatt that anondividual, ves § .
: L . . h ot two davs sheeeafter,
S turning o bix native countrs after a doug abe 1 0 rat two days

(senew, Chears from afar aud recogni

twonlid sufficiently rencmber to be abide to take it
sup and continue it, don’t ven think

Dpeated wfew stanzas which he bad sl 1o msic

pwith Limselt, awd. before the veuny man hald |

continued, “Cand | have only a teagre “elidrus of
villagers” exelaiming Five,  oive Manseigurar
Seribe has written on the wargin that the pea- |
sants must thyow their vaps aloft, a pavotthat
the jussage mnst be aninaged and brief, - They |
cannot throw their capsin the air for a quarter |
i
?

; : I

41 should have vt pim'l' for vﬂ'.\c:," e ‘
i

i

of an hour,  An ideastruck me fast night, how.

anoni
which hehad known in hic ehiliihood, 1) in-
sted ot a chorus of avelamation; the villagers
ang to Georges anabl Svoteh ballald whieh he

that the
situgtion woald be musteal

T Certaindy,” teplied the pmgad. T vonld
be chanming and you would 611 up your third
A0 Very nisely”

Y es, bt e noowonds for ghat 7 obieered
Botehdivu.

2 ML Serthe Hves elose by.”

*Uvannet go te bim, stek as b oam, ™

Hut Fam perteatiy well sd will go at omer,™

Witheut waiting for an answer, Adam o
over o Revibe's whoe resided 2z o very short
distaner. Seribe arcepted the idea even mom
vageriv than the voung diseiple hud done.

e buek to Boleldien,” sand he, ¢ 10l him

i 12 5 that the thind aet i safiy and that be will

The pupil hastily retureed with the geod news
to his master, and the next worning lie had the
piessun of hearing that delivions piece which
did nat indeed ereate the snecess of *0 La Dame |
Blancha," bt tended powerfully o fnarese it

Phave menitioned the twitity with which the
A was composed, but there is another

it

strokes of genins are often inedebied. Vine evene-
e, th wie Al went to Bateldiews for Hs

The two were alone amd the master ye-

They Bl pot appewr to the

as wtogether worthy of the mat of the
work, atd  witheu: ventoring too sxpr an
iciently
indivated les thoushis, for Boteldioy seized the

Gorasion th jeave thiat fie oo was diasalis
interpose a wond, b tor up the comples
pi fangy them into the Basket, At the exclamae
tions which Adam uttered aver tinsunexpe el

eldian turned bis wrath,

OHere, " said Bey ot is one wha i honest. He
sistdered the bars deteatabde whnoh you wanted
e 1o Keepe He has not Jdisgatisstan. ] have
destroved them and will write oihers.”™

Frowa<in vain thar the pupll tried i éxense
Tl by protesting that be doel sadid nothing,
The smaster would not Listen 0 rewon,  and
sentscd his wite of weakmess far i prodactions.
She, vnotie -t hasd, reproacheil Mo with
not sparing her husband who was kithing himself

with work, snd she added thiag he was wotting

Toveseapw frotn shid srorny, the vaung man had
5o other alternative than a hasty retreat, und,
the neat day, at the Jescon hours when e wie
obliged to return, he felt considemdie embarrass-
ment. He mpg the el simbdivy fearing
et sompe angry Lo at the deor, bat the fitst
persots he saw o was Madatge  Boleldicu, whose
conntenanss was radiant, : :

b myopoar Alans,” she exelaines], by
veu did well eo niake Jum rewrite his couplets,
After your departire Yosterday ha fonnd others,
And b bas wiitten nothing pretujar”’

She drew him tooithe piane where Boickdien
was singing to old Mdther Desbrogees the touch.
fng and warnly-calonted straphes’s “Porenes,
fuszane lagers,  tary, O lightsone spindles,”
Botridieg desiped Mudanie Desbrosses 1o sing
them 0 hi, but the veneabie artis! wept with
pleasure wied sy mopathy, and wis auslde to pros
ceed, and all the others wept with her. Ten
years duter, these Loirs wope venewed when this
sanee wir was pdavel st Pore Ta Clanse ws the
entfin of the tHusteions comprsr whs lowerad to
its last resting plaos,

M.

Cohowasonly afew evenings sge that Pissistid
ab woconerrt given by one of the best oreheatius
of the country. . I sat in a corner with a pro-
granaue o ony hand, but had not Josked at i,
when suddenly | heard o passage inowhieh the
solt strains of the violins nuswered, in an echo,
the veiledl thunder of 'the ‘eellos and eounter-
bsses, o It was the beantifal overtare of ** La
Dazoe Blanehe!” amd T mnrmired the wonlds.-

—

L Dume Blunehe vous regarde.,
L Drame Binnehevaus antend,
Previes garde )
Amdoax the masic proceeded, 1 rocallal the
singular eirenmstances nuder which this® over.
tire was composed. The opers had been mounte]
in three weeks, At one ot the last rehiearsals, the
faithinl Adam, with others of his fellow-pupils,
wasin Lhe I.iz with Boieldien: Pixericourt, the
manager of the theates, was ina bdeony on the
lefi o After the piecey entithed the ' duct of
fear,” had beon repeated,” he ealled out to
Baoieldien ; - : o
“Phis dua is too Jong. There is too much
music in the act,” R

Dl manager deeided the opert shonld fe per

i or ban lost,
Dportanee withett an overture, anil unless you

Sy Mme.” Boulsugeer, on of the most geaial - ea.

“by Ferdol,

sation for. Drury Lane, under the tit

Vere well,” veplied Bojeldien, ** Tot 1t eut it
down:© Tamnet particular,” )

¢ Bag s are very particalar,’” interposed the
great artisty, Ponchant amd Madame Boulanger,
who ereatid respectively the réfes of (}'.‘:,u"-.yw‘und
Joeuny. . Awl it is dne to then that the dittle
e was s

This rehearsal appeared so satisfaetory that

Poteldien rennm-
strated, saving that 7t was impossibile s he hud
not conunenced his overture, and was unable 1o
write it in so bpief an interval,

*CThat is none of my hasiness,"” replied the
matter-nfofuet manager, ¢ We will do withont
af overtare 1f we must, hut the work is ey,
the contrat isexplivit, and ** La Dame Blunche”
will be plived the day after toamarpow”

AL, ml\' chibiren,” said Boieldien, turning
to his two Gavourite pupils, Lalaroe, the wele-
beated harpist, med Adian, *F de vot abandon we
) 1 vaunot Jenve w werk of this -

assist e 1 shall never be able o get through
i

Tha two iseiples followed their master honee
andd thelabour was soan disteibuted smsonyg then,
Boteldien toek - for himaelt the intvaduction, and
the three devised the plan of the aficgre Thev
first selected the motives.  Labarre paotased,

nd cansed to be adopted, woa fisst the
of the Dritish aivs which he Lad heand in vy
fannd whicw wiving Hutrpeoneerts there, amd win
had Leen emploved in the fimstchorns, . Adun
proposed for the second thetne o take up in
wllocpen the sty of a vertadn i, For the
tiral vodda Boieldion refereed them oo tiee Tl
utrgue,” one of the operas cowpased by hing i
Ratssia, die which his pugdds wore to i thee wdee
mients of the peroration.

e three worked steadilys At eleven ofobouk
Boteldien had almost finished his intredustion,
Laburte bent over to the table where Adum sap, :
amd whispering to him that e ust absolatelv
g0 away, steppead ont of the rione As b il not
return, Boteldisu dnguinad sbout His absenoe
Adarm was foreed to contess that he was gone for
the night.

AL, then, it s all over,” exclainied Batel
diry, *my averture will not be finishel, ¢
the copyist whn i to be here at six o'elank in
the morning ! 1 oaw tred out and must o to
wdy Bt viu will Reep on warkomg. P careiul,
wwever, toogive nothing ty the copyist withent
showing 1t to me”

Ndam relates in a hwnorons strain that, hav.
ing fimshed the overture at four o'elack 1o the
warndig, he placed the score in a conspivuons
part of the dining-roow where it could canily e
totrecandy proed of the ldea oF af length being
abie 1o hear mitisie weitten s daniself alope
without yeview ar covreetion, he took wond care
not toeawake Boieldieu, but went tosleep on
fonnge dn the drawing-rooimn, At ten o’olock,
he was arousest. by the volee of Bojeldisu whe
quired how things stood. Betvg inforied of
all that bad hanpened, amd that the scare had
beeti duly carvinl ol by the copyist, he sonlidind
iy presumptuons diseiple and seut Bing te the
theatve 1o rocove) the m:_u‘nm:fipt. Aedari aee
Raosdedze that he ddid not pertorn this e !

but, pretending toveturs o the thed

e, olie

;
i

rased, b

stated e hiv master that the shests hal been !

statrthited to w numbar of vapyists and tha ot
was Impessible 1o reonver assingle o That
night, at rehearsad, he Kid hinesld o on corner
t bear his part ol the overtur, . Al wax going
welly when suddendy, ot ferte) u foarful dise
eord broke ent The had transpesed the parts
of the Horns aed trompets which were not in
the same tone, - The Whely srehestra stopqual.
Kreuhie, the vonductor, consultd the seore.

tWhat in the degen Bave you put here 17 said
he to Boteldivu, - 2 Thivisnot veur writing.''

The composer, wha was natumbly quite con-
tused, explained the imatter by saving that,
betng verv much fatigned the might befure, he
bl slictated 1o Adum, who probably was et
duite awake himeelf and el Wandersd, - The
mistake was soou tepaired, amd the ehearsal
went on withont further mishap,  After the
sueeess of 0 La Dame Blanehe,” Bateldicy
wished to rewrite the overtune, Bt he never disd
<y, i i remning as 30 was first composerd, with
the ree sidvantage to reesmusend it that it pre-
coded d masterpicee,

v,

o s just fifty. vears ago that “La Damne
Planche®™ wis st performed at - the Théare
Royal de L'Opét Combyue; in Paris. - The avigi-
1l rust is worthy of record.” Aune, the White
Lady, was represented by Mmel Rigant 5 Senny,

lebrities of the French stage ;7 Georges, - the
voung English offieer, Wy the famous tenor, Pon-
chard ; Gaveston, the wicksd intenidant of Ave:
nel, by-Henry, and the fiithful Teoer” Dikson,
Rager, the renowned  tenor, wis 1a-
ger gloriensly associanted with the role of Georges
Browu. The opera érosseid the channel almost
ntonce, wnd <o far back as 1826, 1 find an adap-
af 4 The |
White Lady ;or, the Spiritof Avenel s Tn this i
prece, among other pertoriners, figured the names
of Miss Kelly, the celebrated netress, wid Charles
Horn [ atterwards cannected with ** Casper' and
““Cherry Ripe,” “Another version was” produc.
ed under the auspices of . Madawme - Vestris, at
Coveni.Garden, sud Heney Philips greatly dis-
tingnished himaelf in” the part of Gaveston, |
do not know what version Miss Kellogg intends
to use inhier promised reproduction of thsvper,
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bil! I heelieve that 3 (71\\‘0"!_ l'imdcrn ml.:\pl.m.inn
was pretey faitliful to the ur)gnpx!, vetaiming ahl
its essential funtires, Tlhia muasie of the part of
Jonny i }-:\rlirul.n'l_\" will $\::lu§l to the vajes ol
st Awierican prinia denun, while the dramatiy
charietor of the mole willmot prove too mnel of
astrain, CThe part of Gaveston will .I ams e
rain, find a foreibde, eloquent and . pictarrsgue
in!vﬁm'tvr fn My, Haury Peakes. It 'lh" ot
is properly wountid, l‘ \‘\:nturv 1o ;«rvd‘wt that i
will prove both an attistic amd professionial e
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coss, B,

beforshant, mo the pane of all oy,
wps of mmasie, dind ot o respect for the memon
of Baieldien, D demmnil that the aperas heven
antite, without exsisions, anied evpeetaily with.
aut interpolations

The evquisity Spoteh latlal o liuhi;: c\.!air":
ruus through the spenaal o L Pamee Blanehe
like a silver thpead, Weaving s purts fogethor,
atid appentiug alone st ‘Uil-’!‘a'ill*‘“ﬂh the fall
foriee nf orehienration. e wdet i :;{;\-ri Hhie
in c‘n!ﬂia\ﬂ!inﬂ, and }v!'u'\'r“f an suuaessial that o
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e, U0 vonder vk preetis.
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Pwasan exeelen? glanial saud Gad s mosi dirtees

able tonor vatee, butthe m:{;.;z-_x WeTe Wt fape g Ui
be Blinded by the e cirm ef -
Every now anl then, the JRaise
long han fingy swoop slently dowi apast his
More, podiling - te some fault in harmeny or
other nusical solecismr of which Ty was wiholiy
unronseious, Thix was the toger of Cherubing,
the most ereble and inevistabde . of (R FENTIEY
Boteldicy was hsth divean h’""} Al territied
bt Beswont on with hie plave At lenght !m]ur
began 1o dawn in his hissrt iy he patteed thit
Chernbind’s finger cvased o apjens U)mnv ris
paper, FPhe yidd e of ey apirg,” t}n‘mgm
hey howorth ware thiy the i:s-;;u’n.nirw. Py
[m]ss the end will erawy the \ﬁ‘hu}n‘-." Suddeniy
e came t0n passage whivh bl been Bighty
suecesstul’ at Ronen, and whiel, ke folt wure
woulil . warey - the Jodges Wath' him, 1y
stopped 833t to nak their coutsel, arl hewring
nething, torned ronud, wheesy, 4o )'iis shame o {
) Gaatid that “the yoom was
erupty. s hearers convings) of the wirth.
lesunesy of the composition, byt nnwillinge teo
dash_the feelings ol the young aspirint’ In? ox-
Pressing Hli'il‘.\'r‘l‘“(:f, had '{lli"ll)’ glil,}u dout o
ther apartmens, - Baleldow “baist inte: tears
t‘hrvw‘np his-aris nnit was iboy g‘l\-iu;.( way 'l(;
doaspuedt, when Ladin, the yonigest of his jndges
recurnad. " My venugy t“;'inxuf;" kil b k“‘\t‘l«’:
nat grov.\"dv-h]wx'uto. One may b j wr\; skills
Jul mvsivian withont teing able 1o wyite ay
aperis You e w gool planist Y vou have a fine
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