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tONthe edge of the high point of land I have men-s.ed, as intervening betwixt the two adverse
' s'kels and hiding them from cach other's view,

etond a lone cottage, of so humble and simple a
structure that it cutd hardly claim a higher de-

gnation than that of a but-a fisherman's but,
é Md indeed it was nothing more.

It faced, and consequently commanded a full
of the bay on the Southern side of it, while

orthern side looked out upon the wide waste
"snd, Which formed the deep inlet for the tide,

have so often already referred to.
The ony occupant (of this cottage, at the time I

Peak of, Was an old crone, the widow of a fisher-
n. a lIer husband had cone to his end in a very

eriou manner. He had certainly been mur-
ed, for he was found stone dead one dark and

*tormy niht near his own door, with his throat
et r to car, and bis wife, bis widow now,

Ssd hougit to have had a hand in the bloody
eed, so at least the runior ran and helped to

e ber what lier simple neighbors thought
aswtotits aid-"'a fearsome woman."

Tley all indeed believed hier to be a witch, and
a goodly gift she got from rich and poor.

ese offerings were made on the saine princi-
P e that led to the far more costly and precious sa-

esto ochofold, andto the paymentof"black

a the Sassenach to the wild Highlander in
alik ess remote, and that principle was fear. Al
to ~'teO ffercd,tiot so much to conciliate favor as~< epr<

todprecte wrath-not to effect a benefit, but
eaÞievent a misfortune. lIence old Matty Deaden-

auch was ber nane, derived from ber simple
peurstitius neighbours, ample means for a
table subsistence, lest she should cast an
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Cvil eye upon them or theirs. Not but that she
had other sources of incone, and of no small im-
portance cither; and if a more minute account of
ber life and conduct belonged to our narrative, we
could tell how much she made by telling fortunei,
and how much more by secrcting smuglers and
smuggled goods; but it doei not, and thervfore

suffice it to say, as we have said before, that she
was a " fearsome woman."

On the stormy evening in which we were cross-

ng the sands, on our return home from our visit
to the Mill way's Cottage, and a fcw minutes bcfore

the signal light was seen, the quick eye of our

sailor guide perceived, in the fitful glances of

the moon, a dark speck upon the troubled waters,
and, anon, he saw, or thought he did, as it reached

5 the shore, a noving figure, as of a tall and st-l-

wart man, ascending rapidly towards old Matty's
d cottage. He was not alone-a shorter and a '

t stouter man was by bis side, and the two, as
nfterwards came out on the Coroner's inquest,
wero engnged in a conversation deeply interesting
to one or both of the parties.

When they had got about half way up the bill

on whichî the cottage stood, the latter tunied back
. and rejoined the party in the boat that had brought S

them to the shore, but ere lie did so, the follow-

Sing colloquy ensued.
But before we give it, it will be necessary to

premise, that William Armstrong, the tallest of

the two personages referred to, as the ingenious
reader will have already guessed, had had re-

course, on several occasions, to various schemes
founded on the well.known constancy of woman's
love, to obtain an interview with Bella Millway,
bis betrothed, ail of which had heretofore proved
abortive.

"You'll never get ber to stir an inch from the
house, I know, unless you tell her, and make her
believe it too, that some dreadful and fatal mis-

fortune has befalien nie. Say that I have been
attacked by some fearful disease-the small pox,
for instance, or the scarlet fever, or better still,
that I have been mortally wounded by a shot e
from some infamous scoundrel belonging to the
preventive service, and that I want to sece ber
before I die."
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