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"I'vu been thinkingi"" s aid 1, speaking to i huusband, îvho stood
drawing- an lus glovus.

Il1 ave you ?" lie ansiered; tlieî give une the benefit ai your
tluotîglits."

-flint wu shahl have tu give a party. X'ou knov ie hiavc accepted a
nunîber af invitations this iolner, and it'% but rýglît tchat %%c slîonld cuntri-
bute our shire of social eîîtertiinnmcnt."

I have tlîauglît as miudi inseÇias luis reî)ly , <' and su far we-
stanîd awreed. But as 1 anm very busy just nuw, the lieaviest part ai the
burdeui will mill on yau."

lThcreis a way ai making it liglit, yoîî know," I retîîrned.
How ?" lie queried.
By eniîloying a proiessional caterer. He ivil supîply cverythuing for

the table, and furnish waiters. We ili have nothing ta do but receive aur
guests."0My busband shiruîgged bis shoulders aîîd smiled, ais lie said, Il %Vat
%ill it cost ?",

*1Alnîost anythîng we îulense. But tlîe size ai the cauipany will bave
the înost tu dJo with thiat."

"Say we invite anc lîundred."
"Then ive cau unake the cost range anyilicre between tbree bundred

dollars and a tbousand."
-A large sumn tu tbraw% aira> on at single evcuing's cntertainmeifl ai

aur friends. I amn very suru I -.uuld put it ta a better use-"
IVery lakely," 1 ansm ered. IlStilI, vre cannot well bîelli ourselves.

Unless wu give a p!art>, ne shail haïve ta decline invitations in future. But
there is no obligationî resting au us ta make it sensational. Let the Hard-
ings and 'Marygolds emulate extravagance in ibis hne ; we must be content
with a fair entcertainiment; and no friend wortu the nàme will bave any the
less respect for US."

"Il luat is a question ai nionuey and gond finie," said uny lîusband,
bis voice falling iuta a mare seriaus tone. IlI can niake it tluree, ive, or
ten lîundrcd dollars, and forget ail about tuc cast iii a îveek. But tue irine
and the brandy will not sit su easily on nîiy conscience."1

A slight but sudden chilI wvcnt through niy ncrmes.
"If wc could anly tbroiv themr out."
"There is no substutute," replied my lîusband, Ilthat people in aur

curcle would accept. If we serve cuffce, tea, and chocolate irustead, we
would bc laugbed ut."

"lNot by the fathers and inothers, I tluink. At least flot by .hose wba
bave grawaî.up sonsç," 1 returned. "Only last week I hecard Mrs. Gardon
say that cards for a party alimys gave hier a fit ai low spirits. She bas tbree

snyau kuno-v."
IlRather fast yaung men, as the phrase is. I've noticcd tbem iu supper.

room;., this wintcr, several timcs-a hittle ton free wiub the winc."
W'e bath staod silent for the space ai ncanly a minute.
"l Weil, Agne-s," said iny biusband, brcakling the silence, Ilîaow are we

ta decide tluis iulatter?"
"lWC mubt give a party, or decline invitations in future," 1 replied.
"Wliicb shaîillitbho?" Hisecyes looked stcadily mua mine. I saw that

the thing traublcd hlm.
IlTuru it un your thouglits during the day, and we'll talk it over this

evening," said I.
Atter tci, nîy liusband said, laying down the newspaper lie bad becu

reading, and laaking n nme across the centre-table, IlWbat about the party,
Agnes ?"

IlWe shall have ta give it, 1 suppose." We must drop out ai the
fashionnble circle in whicb I desired ta renuain, or do aur part in it. 1
bad thougbt itai ovcr, loolzing nt the dark side, and nt the bright side,
and ,etulcd the qtuestion. 1 bad nîy 'rveakuess as iveil as auhers. Tlua-re
was a social celai in a lxirty, and I wanted iny sluare.

"Wijic, and brandy, -and ail ?" said nîy hushand.
"We cauinot lîelp ourselves. It is the custon i saciety ; and saciety

is respiîîsible, not ire."
Il17'rue is sucu a tîuing as individuai rcsponsibility," returned my bus.

band. IlAs ta social respansihilsty, ut is an inîtangible thiîîg-vury ivell tu
talk about, but rcacbhcd by nu law, citluet ai conscience or tic statute-baok.
You, and 1, anud ever>- uzher living sou[ nîust tnswer ta Gad for what ire
do. Nu cubtoni or 15wr ai society will rave us fronu tbe consequeuces ai
oi>r awnncts.S>fa îesndlo '

IlBut if socicty biîîd us ta a certain Une af action, what are ire Io do?
Ignore socieuy ?"

IlIf ie nmust ignore society or conscience, irbat thceu?"

H is cain eyes were on my face. Il l'ni afraid(," said 1, ilthat you arc
nîlgniiying tlîis thing into an undue importance."

He siglîed heaivily, and dropped lus eyes.tawa>' (roni mine. 1 watchied
hib counitenance, and sawv tic sluadow* af uneasy thought gatluering about
his lips and foreliead.

IIIt is ahiys best," lie rcmiarked, Ilto considcr the probable conse-
qucnccs of %vluat we ifltCfd doing. If wc give this party, one thing is
certain.

Il h'at ?"
"'Ilunt boys anud young unen, sonie of theni already in the ways chat

lead tu drtînkenness anîd ruin, wvill bc enticcd ta drink. %%e %vill put tcnîp-
tation ta their lips, and smilingly invite thecm ta taste its dangcrous swvcts.
By Our exaînifle, ive will iuakze drinking respectable. If ivc serve wine and
brandy t(; our gucsts, youîng a:ud aId, male and fiale, %vhant do wve do less
chan an> dran-seller in tic tun n ? Sital wve cundenin luini, and ourselves
be blainelcss? Du we cal îis tIade a ilocial cvii af the direst chanracter,
and yet il%' ur guîests %vitl the saine tcrnptmng stimulants chat his wretched
customers cruvd his b.uî.ruoin ta obtaiu ?"

1 iras borne dowvn b>' the %vcight of %vlint niy husband said. I saw the
evil chat was involvcd in this social tise oi wines and liquors wbich he su
s-rongly condcinced. But, alai; chat I must say it ! neither lurinciple nor
consciencu wure strong cnougu zo ovcrcoîne ruy wveak desire ta keep in good
standing with îny lashionablc friends. I wanted ta give a party, I felt that
I miust give a party. Gladly, %vould I have dispensed with liquor; but I
had not clic courage ta dcpart frai» the regular order af thinas. Sa I de-
cidcd ta give the party.

"lVery well, Agnes," said iny busband, when the final decision was
miade. IlIf the tluing lias tn be dnne, let it bc wcll and liberally done."

1 liad a vcry dear frîend, a Mirs. Mà\artindale. As sehoul girls, we were
warmnly attached ta cacdi other, and as wu grew aIdcr our fi iendslîip be-
came dloser anîd tenderer. Marriage, chatr separates su many, did not sepa-
rate us. Our lots wcre cast in the sanie city arnd in the same social circle.
She had an only son, a young mani of fine intellect and niuch prJmrise, in
whomn lier lite tcemcd bound up. He went into Uic army at an carly
pecriod of tht. war, and licld the rank -of btec.and lieutenant, canducting
himsclf bravely. A slight but disabling waund sent hin home a short time
prcvious ta the sîurrender ai Lee, and, before lie was wcll enough ta join
his regiment, it wvas iiiustercd out of service

Alfred Martindale left bis home, as did tbousands ai ather young men,
with his blond untouclued by the fire of n'cohol, and rcturned from the
war, as thous2nds of other young men returned, witb its subtle poison in
ail his veins.

The dread ai this v'ery tluing had haunted bis mîother during ail the
years of bis absence in thc army.

IlO Agnes V" she had often said ta nie, with cycs full oi tears, "lit is
not the dread af bis death that troubles nie most. I have tried ta adjust
chat sad cvent between myseli and God. In aur fcarful crisîs, lie beloîigs
ta bis country. I cauld flot withhold him, thougli rny bcaru scemed break-
ing wvber I let him go. I live in the daily anticipation ai a telegram
antiouncing dcath or a terrible wound. Vet that is flot the thing of fear I
drcad; but something worse-his moral dcfection. I would ratier lie fell
in battle than corne honme ta nme wvitb nanhood wrecked. WVhat 1 most
dread is intemperanice. Therc is so much drinking aunong officers. It is
the curse ai ourarmy. 1 pny> that lic nîay CS.scapc, yet wecp, and tremble,
and fcar while I pray. 0 my friend 1 1 thiînk bis faIl inta this terrible vice
wrould kili me."

Alas fur miy friend ! lier son camie home ta her witli tairtitc breath
and fevercd blood. Itdid not kill lier. Love held lier abovLdespair, and
gave ber heart a new vitality. Sbe rmust be a saiviour, flot a weak mourner
Ovcr iwreckcdt hapes.

Witli wbat a Iaving cire and wise discretion did she set herseli ta
work i,) witludraw lier son frain tic dangerous; path in which his feet were
walking ! And sie would have been successial but for one thing. *lhle
customs ai society were against hier. Shie couîd flot ktecp hini uiway from
the parties and evening entertainmencrts of ber friends ; and here ail the
good resolutions she bad lM hlm Ia makc wec as flax fibres in the flamc
ai a caindlc. lie bad no strcngth ta rcý.ist whcn winc spa.rklcd and fla1sbcd
aIl aiaund hlm, and liriglit cycs an.d ruby lips invitcd lîini tn drink.l It
takes more tlîan ordinnry firmness af principle ta abstain in a fashionabie
cornpany ai ladies aînd -gcntvaiuen vwhcrc winc and brandy flov is water. In
tbe case af Alfred ÏM.-rtindale, two tlîings %irere igainst hini. He wvas flot
sxrong cnougb Ia set himsclf zigainst any tide of custom, iu the first place;
and, in thc second, lie lîad the illurenent oi nppetite.

I knew ail this .vhcii, witb rny own baud, 1 wrote on ane of aur cards
of invitation, ' MNr. and 'Mrs Martindale aîd iuiily," but did flot think ofi k
%intil the card was wvritten. As I laid hn side with the Test, the trutb fi.ubed
oi: ie, and scntia thrill of pain -.long cvery nerve. My licart grcw, sick and
îny bend faint, as thouglits of the cvil chat, nlighit camec ta tic son of iny
friend, in consequence ai the tenîptation I was about ta throw in lus way,
rusbed thTaugh niy mind. My first idea iras ta recaîl the Card, and 1 lifted
it frani the table with a lî:,!i-iornmed resalutian ta destroy it. But a


