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"ARNMand (FANRDIN.,
STACKING STRAW.
By Jonx M, Sranr, St, Lovis, Mo,

I fa.~v that you had a bauk account of
five thousand dollars you would draw from
it culy when ueeded, *ha careful how the
money was spent, and add to it ¢l that you
could that it tight bo as great at the end of
the year axit was at the beginning, Ifyou
drea from it frculy and nover restored any,
your neighbors would call you focheh if
you vomplained that it ad grown less and
yielded diminished interest,

The fertility of your farm is your bank
account, and the best you can bave, for the
soil is a baok that never fails, whose presi
dent novor epeculates, and whose cashier
never cmbezzles, and which will always
honor your paper when legally drawn and
presented,  Should you not be as careful
of the fertility of the land as of the moncy
in tho bank? Aund when you draw from
it chould you not put back what you can.
If you take from it in corn, wheat, and
grass, and make no returu, should you
complain that it has diminished and yiclds
a lees intereas,

The farm is your capital. The preduce
you gather from it is'not the income from
your labor alone ; it is that plus part of
the capital, and that you should return.
You have harvested bonntisul crops of oats
and wheat.  You bave taken so much fer-
tility from the foul, and should of it all
youcan. The slraw, at least, you can re-
turnr this you can do by allowing it to
rot and then applying it to the land, or by
feeding it to stock and giving their manure
to theland. The last method retuens only
about ninrty per cent. of it when all the
sulid and liguid manure is faved, bat it is
to you tho most profitable plan.

Very likely you are one of those men
who, at the tune of threshing, haul out the
straw and sake a bonfire of it. I hardly
think you are. The man who reads the
Farm and Garden 13 not likely to do such a
thing. But I am inclined to think that I
would be at least balf xight1f I were to say
that when you have put strawin a shape-
less mass that invites decomposition and
aunibilation, you call that stacking it. You
are suro you arc uot t> blame, it was those
“ornery® bands tbat did it, you told them
to stack it well, but-thoy wero lazy and did
not do it. Do you think it hardly fair to
put the blame on theie shoulders. You
had the stack put on the nde of the hll;
you put it thero beeanse you stacked the

straw stack is tho hottest, dittiest, and
hardiest place about thy machine, there.
fore, tby strong, able.bodied men give
themselves tho other positions, and tho
boys are compellled to mount Jl1aw stackk.
Having thresbid a pood many doz:ns of
dayswhen T was a by, 1 kuow how it is
myself, Brrs will be boys, they need
some ono to direet them, aod on the stack
thero is no one to do this. Tae work is
tao hard for themn. Put so many boya on
the stack vhat they would buin each other’s
way, and the work wonld #tilt bo.too hard
for thew, they lack the etrength and en-
durauce to keep tho raw moving along
properly. But the help on the stack is al-
ways short, Tlreshieg help i3 vo hard to
ret that thero aro novar any too many
men, and thero will always bs au abund-
ance of hands for every preition except the
wiraw stack ; if there i1 any Jack, you can
rest assiiced it will bs found thete,

Now this year assign the men aud boys
to their places, and put the strougest men
on the etack, Wo tried this last year, and
two of tho strongest banda refused to woik
onthe. They eaid the dust hurt them.
Thoy got their walking papers mighty
quick, and others were found to take their
place. The boys wero put to pitching 1o
tho field and upon the wagons (wo thresh-
ed from.the field), and woe had our straw
rightly stacked for vnce. When you_have
put the mon on the stack, appointtwo of
the best for stackors. If postible, be one
of these two yourself,show that'you mean
butiness, and the siraw will be stacked, not
pited up in ashapeleas mass to be runined
and lost for feed.

A few binty abaut stacling may not be
amiss, I would.not insist upon & {onnda
tion of rails or poles for the stack, though
it will pay to make such foundation when
it 13 desired to cconmomizy than ten feet
wide, 1f oats straw, eight fect is better.
Tho reason is the straw will gradually slip
out, wilening the stack, and if itis storted
wider thau I have indicated the stack will
get 8o wide that it cannot bo topped pro-
perly. This is the most common fault
about stacking straw, the stack is made a3
wido as it should be to start with, and then
it spreads till, to get it topped, no bulge
can bo made, or else the stack is drawn in
g0 fast that it takes water. Oatastraw slips
moro than wheat straw, and for this reason
tho stack should be made narrower, 2nd if
the endeavor is to DLuild up the stack
straight, 1t will bulge enough of itself,

The two important poiuts in the building

grain on the top of the hill, where it wou“ﬂ gtack of straw is to keep tho middle

be dry,and the threshera wanted the straw
carrier down tho hill, Ay 1t made no diff-
creuce where the stack wag, you bad it fo.
Is it trne that it mayes no difference where
the stack ia? You will turn the cattle in-
to it to eat 1t down, You will throw some
straw ander thar feet, tramp 1t down to
rot, and decposit their hquid and eolid
wmanure upon it. Thig of ilself, is all
nght. Straw isa good absorbent, but when
thero is a rain the water will rush down
the billside and, leaching out the best part
of the manure and rotting straw, take it
down to the creck, and from there tu—
where?  You caumot ufford to festilize
the ocean. This year put the stack on
level ground, aud thus leaching and water
tranyportation will not cecur.

Ate you quite sure you are not re-
epuntible for poor haunds being on that
stack? They were all boys, wero they
not 1 It has become a “fine 2chemo” to
ot thc boys stacd tho straw, Un the

Il and tramged solfd. Unless this is dono
the settling of the stack will make tho
middle, which bears the greater weight, so
low that the outside straw will slant down-
wards towards the center of the stack,
which will spoil, and with poor bands it is
next to unpossjble to bave the middle of
the stack rigbtly treated, they will stand
and allow the outrido of the stack to be
built up around them and looss straw to
accumulate, until they are in a holo up to
their waists, then they will puta few fork
fuls of etraw in this holo to stand upon
and go to work again. Thoso whose work
i3 to movo the thiaw back to the atackers
should stack the middle also; and to do
this properly they must keep moving back
and forth over it. These inen should
chargo positions every half-hour, the one
farthest jrom the machine teking the place
of tho ono at tho straw carrier, allowing ail
to move back one pasition. As the nearer
the machine a position 13 the barder it is,

unloss tho men chiango poritions some will
have to work much harder than othere

¥or foed the most valuable part ia tho
chaff, and a large accumulation of this will
by found ocder the straw carrier ; it will
pay to make a pen of fenco rails, put the
chioff in the pen, and caver it with a roof
of boarda or straw ; if left at the cnd of
the rtack it ia tha first thiog to rpoil.

Wo stack our oats straw well, and in
winter cut 1t down and feed it from pole
mavger. W find that it pays to do so, as
tho cattle waste much when turned to the
stack. In fecding value, threo tons of
bright cats straw equal two tons of hay,
Wo consider it too valuailo to be wasted.
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CQULTIVATION OF LATE CABBAGE,

The preparation of the gronnd for cab-
bage differs in nothbibg from that for all the
regular market eraps, Tequiciog caroful
ploughing aon barrowing. Thoy are set
out in July, on tho pround from which,
carly potatocs or pease have been growa,
Mark of tho rows about thres feet apart
each way with one horse ploughs; apply
one shovelful of well.rotted manure i0 two
hills, or ono baedful of some good fertilizer
to two hills, Then take a one.horse plough
aud throw a good furrow on tho msuure
32 88 to cover well ; with a hos givea flrm
pat on cach hill, or, what 1 thiok is better
uze a light one-horse roller, end roll twa
rows at a time, This i3 very essential, as
it gives us a saason for planting many
times, which wa would not have if the
ground bad been left loose. Do not dis-
turb every alternate widdls ; this will blot
vat the croes furxows and greatly impede
the progress in planting. The crop is al-
most oxclusively worked by the cultivator
and doublae-shovel plough, one hoeing
soflicing around the plants, We allude to
varietics with some hesitation, as it is gen.
erally believed by cvory scedsman that his
variety is the best. My experience bas led
me to use varieties of flat Datch and drum-
beads. About the second week in October
tboss that have not been marketed we se-
cure from frost by pulling up all the solid
heads and turping them down in the
middle of the row, four or more rows to-
gether, a two-horse furrow on both sides of
thom, lcaving the roots out. We secure
tho loogo ones by bedding root dowa in a
furrow made by a one-horzo plough, filling
the length of the furrow with cabbage ;
throw on tho next furrow, covering the
roots well, and so till the Led is finished.
For protection against tho sgverity of the
winter, weo cover the beds with leaves from
the woods, about six inches thick when first
put ¢n, laying on soxae fine brush, or
sometbing else, to keep the wind from
blowing them off.—~American Farmer.
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DEPTH FOR PLANTING YW(IEAT,

A Frenchman experimonted on the depth
for planting wheat. Ilo made thirtecn
beds, and planted 150 grains in each, at
depths beginning at soven inches, decreas-
ing to the surface. In the seven-inch bed,
five grains out of 160 germinated. They
guvo 53 heads, with 632 gratne. This re-
turn kopt on increasing for each bed asit
decreased in depth at which the seeds were

planted, At 33 isches deep, 93 seeds
eprouted, with 992 heads, yielding 18,634
graios ; 142 sccde sprouted at 13 inches,
growiog 1,667 heads and 35 519 grains, At
the one-half inch depth, G4 grains sprouted,

Towing 629 Leads and 15,597 graine. Oa
tho surface only 20 germinsated, yieldiog
1,600 grains. Tho greatest return in grains
and straw was attained by tho 13 inch bed,

As a goucral rule, taking all soils into con’
sideration, a one inch covering is suflicient,
more or less than that wot paying so well,
But the difficultu, is in eocuring & nuiform
depth of covering. It is, no doubt, better
to bo ono inch moro than a half-inch less ;
thorefore, the eower should aim to cover
no Joss nor mmoro then two jocher, Thia
can bo accomplished with tolerable cer-
tainty when any of iho improved grain
dril's ary used, but not in sowiog broad-
cast.

DEKP PLOWING AND BOISTURN,

A writer in the Isnsax Farmer says

Tho question is olten asked, “How does

deep plowing make tho soil motster? 1
beliave it is an accepted fact that wherever
warm alr comes ‘in contact with a body
cooler than itself, tha water in it condenses
into dropa. On a warm day wosco it often
on tho outaido of & pitcher of cold water,
Foga and dows are made i that way, and
our rain, most of it, comiog up from the
gull in those heavy currants of warm air
that we frequently bave. When we pul-
verize tho soil deep, the warm air which is
foll of moisture penetrates down and all
through, and the geound being cooler than
the air condenses the water into drops,
whith answers in place of rain; so the
deeper and the more wo pulverize it the
more moistare it will collect from the air.
Nat only thas, hut as warm air is rich in
food for plants, it ecrves in place of man-
ure, too.
., Thirty years ago Lhere was a terrible
'érouth in the Eut, Prof. Mapes, a large
market-gardner, bad bad his ground under-
drained and subsoiled, and his cropsy,whero
he could, were cultivated with a subsoil
plow. A committes went to see his place
after nine wecks of dronth and they found
everything as flyurisbing as if there had
been plenty of raiv. His corn (it was the
31d of September) was catimated at ninety
bushels to tho acre, while on land cultivat.
ed in the usual way, nearjby, it wasall
burnt up. .

While I do not thiax deep ploughing is
everything, still I think deep and thorough
pulverizing of our land will lessen the
effects of a drouth.

NEW INSEOT PESTS3.

The Iowa Momestead says : One of tho
most siogular instances of the sudden ap-
pearance of a new and terrible insect pest
in great numbers has occurred recently in
sevoral places in Michigan, This insect is
a night feeding worm, at firat velvety hlack
in color, becoming yellow striped and at
length grayish, In shape and apparance
thoy are unlike the army worm, to whi b,
in fact, they arc neorly rclated. They
might be cailed black army worms, They
feed cntircly at night, or somewhat on
clondy days. It is not yet known what is
the parent moth of these now encwies, nor
18 it known that any such insects have ever
before been noxious to agricultare. They
feed on all sorts of vegetation with the ut.
most avidity. The following extract fromn
tho Micigan Agricullural College Speculum
from the pen of Prof, A. J. Cook, will give
somo iden of the numbers of these sndden-
Iy-arisco pests: At midnight wo were in
the center of a fine garden, and found tho
insects banqueting on évery vegotablo
within resch, Strawbarry vines were be-
ing cut down by moriads of jaws; pras
were being mown off by wholesale, A fiso
onion bed was being sacrificed. and the.
buda of the pear and applo treee, and grass
and clover ; and even tha very weeks were .
being consumed by these nocturnal dsvour-
ers. During tho day tbe worms hide in
immense numbers under loaves and robbish ,
and io grase. The most successful remedy

yet found is gas.tar water,




