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THE -BRÂZEN SERPENT,;-Numb.

xxi. 4-9.

Mueh discouýaged. This was bhe second
tinte they were turned back front the vary
bordai-s of the'promised land. Their disap-
Pointment mnust have been vary- bitter, as they
had non' beau wandering for thirty-eîght years.
T/îey 'pake agauinsi God and .iloscs. Nt

Whsauding of ail the goodncss thev had ex-
Pariencad, ail thea trials they had undergone,
thly bud not yct larned submise-ion. Notbing
but God~s Spirit can change bhe heart.' Thtey
had just beau fa-vourad 'with a victory ovet-
Sonie Canannites; but this succass 'as 1-oon
fOrgotten. Aaron who n'as wont to shara Itis
hrotherls burdea was non' in heaven. Thay
complaît) of waint of bread and water, though
they had the mauna froin haven, and were
Pruhabiy foilowed.by the waterfromn the rock.
f'iery serpents. Flying serpents, called fiery
fromn thair colour, or fronm the burnittg sensa-
tion causad by their bite, ivhich'as fatal.

The înurmurers'obtained not the'pleas'ures foir
wliich they repined, and forfeited their present
and Ipromised biessings, " much people of
Israei died." Soi k lawith those who forsakie
Christ for the worid ; they enjoy neither the
pleasures of sin nor of hoiiness.

3. Tite sinfulness of the no'tu&ral heurt.-
The Israplites doulbteti God's goodness,
"4whberefora," &c. They forgot pas't. despised
present, and rejected future mercies, prefarringr,
the bread and bomiaga of Egypt. Your
beart was, or is, like this.

4. Our need of an Intrrcssor. G uilty
Israei fait that thay ware-( unfit to approach
C-od theniselves. !ie',atranýivd 'Moîses to
pray for thata. MWe too reijaire a Mediator.
Have voit ail intero 4 in (iisitraso'

5. JIoiw xirnpl' fl c uuof su liiltioIn! rllh
oWOUZlded IIi< lut to look anud they Nwet' heal-
ced. Antd it is siltlil by looking to JpqiîE
that the sinneýr is saved, 1sa. xlv. 22.

June, 141h. 18G3.

A BLIND I) IIEALED.

MARK viii. 22-26,

1-TIIE BLIND MAX BRtOUGlIT TO CHIRIST.

11.-THF CURE. 1 They br-in g a blind nu tenlo hilm-No
We have sinned. Pain and death convinced aaxiety seetus to have licaýn nuinifested by the

theîu; but like iharaoh, they dreaded the pun- hiind mian himiself. Ila did not evai pray
ý!8h1nent of sin, but not sin itseif. Moses pray,- for himzeif. lusi,; d however, evidently
edf0 >. the people. The Lord gava themn a aura, beliaved tht( hrit power~u! to reStorle bis

btstili. left the piague among themù to, hum- siglt. O, that believars wara aqnaily ear-
hie thei aud bring, them to repentance. Ser- nest in laying the case of their frieiads, who
Pent of bru ss. This serpent was a beautifail ara in spiritual darkaess, before the gracioua
and lively image of the Saviour. ThIe cnte Saviour!
'*49 devised by God himself, ini like nianner 2. MtIS SIGIT 15 RPeSTORED),
aý he only originated the plan of niani's salva-
tiou throughl aJ Radeemner. As the serpent n'as He look lhe blind iman 1)y Mhe liand.-XNev-
î1ifte-d up, 50 n'was the'Saviour lifted up, ou, the ai'bhal the pour, biad matii go k-ind a leader.-

~ Jo. ii.14.Chirist is-talsolhaldiip b the- '[lieaouls eîa1pioved were ptohably la pity
-eehe or siattaers in lus pre-ached gospel. wrbo. for th(' weaakîeus of the' in. te straagthen bi3
ever looked ut the serpent wn baathere! faith. Jfeii as trees-frorm this expression,

'9FsDo distinction of tge, rank, or sax. So also i spoalta ieua 'sntbr
te gospel invitation'isa universal. A il are ia- bid, but had lost bis sîght. Mark the

'Vitedlto look to Jesus aud live. And hon' simiilarity between bis cure and that of tbe
.tpressive is the bodily act ofilooking of that spîritnaliy blittd; both are g-raduai.
1l''rtal ne of fgaffi wbich uttites te sinner to Leara 1. Thal ive shotdd pray for our1
Christ ifricnds, thotîgh theyj, nty 7101 pray for

-Lara 1. Neyer fo murinur aga-inst God. the'mselves. Thbis ran did net seeia so ecaru-
'Owi 'agrateful atd unreasonable do the est in bis application to Christ as others

eMaiisof the lsarlites appear to us, ac- weère. lis silence wouid aliost lend us to
ýuni1lted as we are, with the bistory of their suppose tha. ha had no great expectation or

wndriglAnd Do less absurd dIo our beingy cured. But bis frienid: prayed for han
'trmurings against our heavenly Futher, ap- atid their prayer was granted.
Peair to the holy angels, and they shahl ulti- 2. The condescen'sion of Christ. "1-le
"'tIlIy doso tbu ourselves, when the Lord bas took the blind man by the biand."q Though
'ýpOMip1ibed ail the good pleosure of bis ILord of ail he did notthink this work beneath
e0fOdness cuncerning Us. him. In spiritual matters we are aIl natuzal-

. -TAC ai% and daig.r of bac*ufiding.- Iy biind. Seek Christ'a guidance. Uniesa fie

.130à


