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Not on great empires aud institutions
wlone can we mark the changes_and rava-
gos produced by time. 1t respects not vie-
tims. What alteratious it effects in single
communities, iu congregations, in familics,
cu judividuals. Some we miss at the social
Jarty, in chureh, aud at hoe, whom we
shall never sec till the grave gives up her
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Cead. And they werenot all old. They did i
not all pive away before our eyes in wast- |

ing disease. Some for that watter, might |
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may be working hard for the benetit of, and
bopefully foresecing bright prospects for
our children, which we, perhaps they also,
shall never realize,  We may e proposing
to ourselves some sinful indulgeuce ; or we
mav be resolving that we shall forsake sin,
and vet be cut off before we have tasted
the guilty pleasure or turned to God. Wae
may be aiming bigh, and have our whole
souls engrossed in somu useful, scientific,
or religious pursuit, which, when successful,
istr crown our biow with laurels, or to
make our memorial fragran: as  benefac-
tors to our kind and blssed of God, and
allour imaginings may Le dissipatel and

U el " N . .
Liave been here yet. They have gone, and i go for nothing in a moment. Gol who
we'll go next, while time is whistling by | neither fears our frown, nor is depen leat
wuconscious and unheeding of the desola- , onour o yl-will, nor necessicate 1 tureq tire

tion it leaves behind. i

Should pot such thoughts affeet our,
hearts, and lead us in loving desire, to;
seck a home in the city which hath foun-

datious, which shall never be wmoved ; whose :

iuhabitants never grow old, never sicken,
never experience suttering or change ?

4. Discerning the time, is to notice its
uncertainty, so as to form vivid inipressions

of that characteristic of our preseut life,
1n iwself, time is God's ¢lockwork.—
Nothing can be more regular, sure, ui-
That
mechanism has neverstopped, never jarced,:
pever will till it stops completely and for-

fultering in ity progress Lo s end.

ver.
: LBul our stay in timeis 2 most uncertain
thing, dtp&l](“lllg' on a thousand unforeseen
contingencies ; these again depending on
the will of God, who giveth not account
of His matters to any. Wehear the cease-
Icss ticking of that clock, when our cares,
or pleasures, or business engagements, or
household duties permit us to listen.—
But we know not at what instant our ears
nay lose thieir hearing; our eyes their see-
ing; and we lie down and sleep the sleep
that knows no waking here.

We may be actively devising well-planned
schemes of advantage to ourselves, which
we ure destined never to acgbmplish, We

our help, mav siy abruply, « Ye sons of
men, return.”  Aad we must obey.

How true, this instant only is ours; and
ours as a loan! To-morvow ! “If the
Lovd will.”

It such be the case, shoull an ac-
count that runs into eternity be left unset-
tied 2 At this season, merchants and t.ades-
men generailly make up their books, and
present their  accounts,  Dilatory and
delinquent  debtors, are warned by
threatening advertisements in the news-
papers; and honest men endeaveour to settle
and pav what they owe.  Buat vur account
with God—the only one that will inrn up in
eternity, men generally, many men .who
would resent the allegation of dishmasty,
are unprepared to meet—Jlo not try to
settlel -

Do not. let it besaid either that it is only
in thourhtlessness that men s» much ne-
gleet their standing with God; that they are
not. thinkinr of being callel soon into His
presence. That is true! But even that

cwrateheld excuse, were it as solid, as it is

worthless, would not cover with its seeming
the extent of this sinful negligence. For
what is the fict. Men, with the thought of
death upon their souls, and in actual anti-
cipation of it, will settle the claims which
fellow-men have upon them,—and make
their wills—and sometimes exhibit in that
act unjust partialities—sinful bias in favor
of the earthly —stone blindness to the fact
that they were stewards of God's bounties:
—and sometimes will show unforgiving
resentment—and sometimes avarice bound
to them by their heartstrings;—and then



