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deadness to the truc spirits of religion as I witnelsed there. Many there are,
believe, who cau look back to ihe days wlen in Scotland, their fatherland,
tbey vitnessed, it may be, a good profession, but who are noiw gone back, hav.
ing munk iuto cold formality, or even ivorse-immorality itself; for there is thc
sin of drunkenness which prevails to a most deplorable extent. And hem I
would notice what I feel ceitain of, namely, thait the dritskiig enstoms form
the great curse of the place. This is what lias so demorahsed the people, and
until an effective check is put upon the evil habit of lov tippling, and drimking
io excess, vhich is carried on, we cannot hope to sec a reforniation take
place. I an, indeed, happy ta mention that a Total Abstinence Society was
organsed shortly before I left, and I understand, it promises ta work ivell. h
numbers between forty to fifty, not a few of vhom are intelligent, well-doing
y oung men. They miade application to me, requesting that I should dehtver a
lecture on the subject of Total Abstinence. Their request I comaplied with a
fow days before leaving the mission field, and I iam glad ta say we had a large
meetiig, although many of the miners could not be present on accounît of being
employed on vhat is called the "l niglit sbift."

There are evidAntly some reasonîs wvhich u.ay be assigned for the low state of
religion and morals ait ie Bruce nines-one is the isolated character of Ibis
part of part of the Provice. It is remnoved fron all the restraints of society,
so that vice has crept in, and as it were, lcavened tle mass. There are, how.
ever, exceptions to this general description whicl I give, sone ien vho shine
as lglts in a dark world. They are few, however, as far as my observation
bas gone. Another reason ie would notice, for the irreligion that prevails, is
the want of Presbyterian services in the place for so many years. The Meo',a.
dists have been labouring there for somp tine, but they have been little coun-
tenanced by the Presbyterians, and consequently the latter have been little in-
fluenced hy their efforts.

As to the prospects of missionary operations in the future, I would say that
they are suelh as vould warrant. the church to direct her efforts to the foiming
of a reguîlar mission station at the Bruce minies. Theie is amaterial enough in
the Presbyterian population noiw there. It is, however, ofan uncertain, fluctuat-
ing character, and it is this ii particular that places a great obstacle in the way
ofestablishing a station at the present time. If the mmnes, however, prosper as
it is expected thei5y will, the nunber of imiiers vill increase, so that in a year or
two there will be. I have nio doubi, a standmng pupulatiun ïuffiiently namoerous
ta forim a self-supporting station.

With this in view, theni, I think it advisable thiat tle place should be attended
ta for a year or so, by a missinnary laborme! ainongst the peuple. The nieed for
such a thing is great, as iay be seen fromi what I lve suid, IL is alsu the desire
of nany, w ho long for btter thiings, to have preaching kept up ainongst thLem.
Could this he dî.oe I have little doubt but n a vear or two tliiings would ear a
different nspect. We knnw that it i; the Gospel, and the Gspel aulue, that ivili
raise tle fillen or bring thein back fromî error's wav. AlU uther agencies are
good enoigh in their own place, but the truc reforination of man i.' utlec. ted only
by tie trutil taking a uaving hold ofi hs heart. Thus it is that ne look to evea
hie Gusiel ofChrist for lighting up nany a dark spot li this and in other lands.
Let it be our prayer that its blessed lighît mîay be mure and lore diffused
througlhout the vorld, that biv its lenmigi h eintlielice the wilderness and the soli-
tary place nay be glad, and the desert rejoice and bluo:iom as the rose.

I ain, yours, &c., E. EA.I.
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