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deadness to the true spirits of religion as I witnedsed there. Many there are,
believe, who can looﬁ back to the days when in Scotland, their fatherland,
they witnessed, it may be, a good profession, but who are now gone back, bav.
ing sunk into cold formality, or even worse~—immorality tself ; for there s the
sin of drunkenness which prevails to a most deplorable extent. And here |
would notice what I feel ceitain of, namely, that the drisking castoms form
the great curse of the place.  This is what has so demorahised the people, and
unttl an effective cheek is put upon the evil habit of low tppling, and drmking
10 excess, which is carried on, we cannot hope to sce a reformation take
place. Iam, indeed, happy to mention that a Total Abstinence Society wag
orgamsed shortly before I left, and [understand, it promuses to work well, It
numbers between forty to fifty, not a few of whom are mtelligent, well-doing
oung men. They made application to me, requesting that I should dehver g
ecture on the subject of Total Abstinence. Their request I complied with g
few days before leaving the nussion field, and I am glad to say we had a large
meeting, although many of the miners cculd not be present on account of being
employed on what is called the *¢ night sbift.”

There are evidontly some reasons which nay be assigned for the low state of
religion and morals at the Bruce mines—one is the isolated character of thig
part of part of the Province. It is removed from all the restraims of society,
so that vice has crept in, and as it were, leavened the mass, There are, how-
ever, exceptions to this general description which I give, some men who shine
as hights in a dark world. They are few, however, as far as my observation
has gone. Aunother reason we would notice, for the irreligion that prevails, is
the want of Presbyterian services in the place for so many years. The Meio-
dists have been labouring there for somg time, but they have been little coun-
tenanced by the Presbyterians, and couseyuently the latter have been little in-
fluenced hy their efforts.

As to the prospects of missionary operations in the future, I would say that
they are such as would warrant. the church o direct her efforts 10 the forming
of' s regular mission station at the Bruce miues. Theie is material enough in
the Preshyterian population now there. It is, however, of an uucertain, fluctuat-
ing character, and it is this i particular that places a greas obstacle in the way
of establishing a station at the present timse.  If the mines, however, prosper as
it is expected théy will, the number of miners will increase, sothat in a yearor
two there will be. I bave no doubt, a standing pupulation sufficiently namerous
to form & self-supporting station.

With this in view, then, 1 think it advisable that the place should be attended
to fur a year ur so, by a missienary laboring amongst the pevuple.  The need for
such a thing is great, as may be scen from what I have sad, It is alsu the desire
of mauy, who long for better things, to have preaching kept up amongst them.
Could this he done T have little doubt but i a year or two things would wear a
different aspect. We know that it is the Gospel, and the Guspel aloue, that will
raise the fallen or hring them back from error's way.  All other agencies are
goud enough in their own place, but the true retformation of man is cliceted only
by the truth taking axaving hold of b's heart. Thus tt1s that welouk to even
the Gospel of Christ for lizhting up many a dark spot 1n this and i other lands.
Let it be vur prayer that its blessed light may be more and more diffused
throughout the world, that by its hemgn mtluence the wilderness and the soli-
tary place may be glad, and the desert rejorce and blussum as the rose.

Iam, yours, &e., E. Bavin.
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