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and '«The Last of the Barons " and flot be
impressed with biis rich thought and
elevated fancy. But his workzs do flot live
%vith the people; they may please the cold
polished scholar, but his lack of sympathy,
repels and his brilliancyhas in it no warmth.

In George Eliot's wvorks wc have the
philosophical novel ; great thoughts, beauti-
ful expressions and rare descriptives powers
are possessed by this remarkable masculine
wvoman. Lt would be wrong to say ber
%vorks are popular-they are now for the
scholar or student, ibut as thc age incrcases
in initelligence so w~i1l ber popularity and
influence increase.

ln turning to other wvritcrs who have
made the niovel grcat iii this period, we
find cliaracteristics remarkably different.

f Thîackeray and Dickens-names familiar to
c very one-broughit into existence tbe
ethical or life-like novel, in w'hich they de-
picted to perfection the life and customs of
ail grades of society, opcning the cyes of
the populace to the shamn of fashionable
life and picturing the w'retcbedncss of the
lowccr classes iii such a way as to secure
for themn the long need sympathy. Thecir
influience for good bias been unbounided and
their names ivili lever bc among the great
ones. Ini Aimerica wvorks of fiction exist iii
brilli-ant profusion or rather, in perilous
abundance. WTc do not find here tlîe
elevating instructive novel that rose in
England, but ratlier workgs of technical
finish and excellence of formn, iacking 1,0w-
lever in ardor, depth of feeling and depth of
thought. Two writers by- picturing tlhe
sufferings of the Indiani and negrro in the
formn of romance, hlave obtained favor and
a lastingr namie, but Fenniirnore Cooper aind
Harriet Bechler Stoive, arc populiar bc-
cause of their theme, net of their formi.
But one niame must bc mentioned-one
w'hr- will ever hiold bis own amnong the
master artists of the day. Hawthorne
i-ives his pure noble thoughits te the public
in EngIlishi mo're simple and elc-gant than
lias lever been used. H-e bias been com-
pared to somne beautiful planet wvhose rays
of Iigh are pure, brilliant and lasting.

Inferior writers are degrading the nove)
as they degraded the I3yronic school. The
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number of trashy novels published at the
present day is beyond those that are elevat-
ing and pure, and the harrn donc society
by this inferior literature is greater that is
realized, but with the advancement of
science and philosophy, this style wvi1l prtve
inadequate for the people and purer, lîigher
%vorkzs i'ill be the result.

Ii this nineteenth century the depart-
ment of history occupies a high place, and
possesses unsurpassed excellence-so also
do the branches of theologY, philosophy,
science, etc., and even a general study of
their fields necessitates the study of a life-
time. T~ fwrsoeclec
marks this period as the gre.-test age of
Englishi prose.

"O! rich and various mn, made of the
dust of the earth and living for the
moment! In the majestic past as a pro-
pheccy to thie future, in thy ceaseless dis-
content Nvith the present, in thine ascension
of state, iii thine unquenchable thirst for
the infinitc,' we find the blazingr evidence of
thine own cternity !"

LEN.xu A. WX. STiwE

~\(I-1 AT country iii this v'ast univ'erse of-
ours can boast such a inagnificent

chain of unibrokcn water, as the Dominion
of Canada! Our drcarn of ycars is about
to bc rea1iilizcd in a trip around its lakes.

XVe Ieavc Hamiltoni at five in the even-
iiîg to meet our vessel at Thorold, where
we have but to ascend a srnall hilI, to flnd
ourselves on the bank3; of the Welland
Canal. XVe se the lighits ocf our propeller,
as she cornes slowvly througli the loch-, and
now we are on board. Ail ighlt longr tlc
chains of the ruddCr rattie and claik te-
gether as the pilaè guides the ship iii its

j arroiv course, and lever and anon the
vbistle blows to %-arn the lockzmen of an
approaching- vesse).

On the foàlowing attrnoon we are on
Lake Erie's broad ex-panse. The wind is,
blowing freshi and clear, and as wc nihale


