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THE PORTFOLIO.

taking mie home again Nvhen my lesnion
%vas oveî'.

The only thing 1 knew of a certainty on
this subject wvas the composition of the
moon, of which w'hen quite a child I hiad
been inform-ed by my nurse, whose story
1 stcdfastly beiievcd. Feeling my great
ignorance 1 entered withi avc and trembiing
the presence of i-y learned instiuctor, w~ho
to me w~as the vcîry personification of
%visdomn concerning ail things wvhich in any
way pertained to the celestial dome. His
1knov'iedgc hiowcver, %vas confi ned almost
cndreiy to the heavenly bodies, for he knew
next to nothing about the ordinary affairs
of the worid in wvhich hie iived, since lie
usualiy spent his nîghts in observing the
heavens, and his days in slumber deep, or
cisc in the study of the theories and
hypotheses of somne ancient astronomer.

He first questioned mne as to the extent
of my researches on this great and interest-
ir'g subject. I toid him. Alas, my chierished
fancy Nvas soon to be dashed to the ground,
for lie immediately inform-ed 1-e that i-ny
nurse in wvhom tilt that moment I had
implicit confidence, had grrossiy misrcp-
resented the truth concerning the com-
position of the moon. This superstitious
idea being banished, he next proceeded to,
telli me that the earth on which we iivcd
was a body similar to those w'hich wve saiv
in the heavens. Sonme thougrht it flat, others
round, but it was his firmn opinion aftcr
profound thought on the question that the
former theory w~as the oniy rational one.

Before going farther lie proccedcd to
explain that he belonged to the old and
time honored school of the great Ptolemy,
There wvas a man living named Copernicus.
who hiad advanced some new theory, but
I was informed that lie wvas a mere dreamer
and that wvhat the wvorld had belicved for
ages past must certainiy be truc, at any
rate that no one could p) ove it untrue.
I now learned that the earth wvas the centre
of a vast universe and that around it the
sun, mnoon and stars revolve daiiy. At this
1 was somnewhat surprised for I couid flot
undcrstand what kept the stars from, dash-
ing into one another, but this wvas soon
expiained by the fact that most of the
heavcnly bodies wvere joined to the carth
by invisible bars, some of them called

I)laflets being attached to these bars by
short cranks, and that by these mecans they
wvere kept froin fiying off into space.

Ail this w~as quite différent fromi what
had bcen my idep. of astronomy. 1 had
fondiy hoped to learn what kind of beings
inhabited these other worid's, but found
to i-y great disappointmnent that my tutor
wvas flot prepared to give me any informa-
tion on this point. He believcd indeed
that hie had discovercd, by means of a kind
of glass of his own invention, beings of son'e
sort on the moon, but hie wvas not yet pre-
pared to state this as a fact. He toid me
about the phases of the moon, eclipses,
precession of the equinoxes, and some other
things which 1 did not understand. By
this time it w'as late, and on reaching home
I retired to rcst, to dreamn that 1 'vas flying
through space. iearning in the slumbers
of the night what I had failed to learn in
my wvaking hourFý.

A JUINIoR.

The long-viished for last termi of this
college year is now fairly begun. Now solid
work begins. In the earlier part of the year
we had thought we could take things
easily, but now at the iast minute we rea.izc,
the fact that the remnaining time is short
and the work must be done-there is no
two wvays about it. So, to work wvith a wvill,
that at the end of the session we mnay not
be found sad and gloomny, with thoughts of
what Ilmight have been," if we had not
frittered away the precious moments. If
we study so as successfuiiy to compiete our
work, we shail only have thoughts of time
well spent as bright as the month itself.

lune is pre-eminently the month of gaiety
and sunshine, and we should %vear no dark
or melanchoiy loolcs to cause one dark spot
in this, the pleasantest of ail mnonths.

And how can we wear bright and cheer-
fui. countenances unless "'e have, at least,
the consciousness that w~e have done oui-
best and that victory perches on ourbanners?


