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the perpetutal grind, of the practitioner 's life would flot be enriched and
ennobled by the desire ta hel-p, to learn, and ta give more than he re..
ceives, the best ini him would perish and the basest elernent prevail.
Knowing that the best in us is eraving for more knowledge and new
weapons to be used iii aur glarious war against death, 1 hope that what
1 have to say about as yet nat officially recognized causes of ill-health
wilI ho read with interest and without antagonism.

There is living in Atlantic City, N.J., a man, who thirty years ago
caille before the medfical profession with a new and far-reaching theory
that f unctional diseases were the forerunners and causes of organie
diseases and that the functional diseases were caused by entirely un-
suspected irritants, amangst whoiu the oye was the most frequent cause.~
Ife proved, his theory flot only ta hie own satisfaction, but aise ta the
satisfaction of numnerous physicians and patients. But instead of tak-
ing up his dlaim and proving or dispraving it by facts and experiluen.
tations, the officiai world neglected him, derided him or belittled hün.
The hi8tory of Semmielweiss and otiier disco-verers of great truths re-
peated itself in this case. But fortunately this diseoverer, Dr. Geo. 2-.
Gould, was nat only a genius, but alsa a philosopher, a superb writer, a
born flghter and a successaul practitioner. Sa lie kept on hammeriing
away at ignorance until at last lie lives ta, see the tide turning his way;
he lives ta se that the leaven of his teachings begin te change the prac..
tice of medicine to the better. We begin ta flnd it perfectly iu accord
with gaod physiologie and pathologie teaehings, that long-eontinued
irritation will cause pathologic changes in aur organs. If we stiu]aho
the gastric nerve the result would be a hypersecretion of the gastrie
jaices; if we cantiiiued the stimulation for a long time a gastritis wouid
follow; if the gastritis ho not cured or relieved an organie change would
resuit in the gastric wall with a wliole train of pathologie sequeloe.

The samne would hold good af any other organ. Sexual imaginings
wilI bring about reflex hyperoemia of the prostatie glands or tlie avaries,
as the case may be. Long-continued aud oft-repeated functional byper-
oeiuias wiii flnally cause an organic enlargement or inflammnation of
these glands, wha on their part again would praduce a variety of local
or reflex symptoms.

It is on account of such experiences that Dr. H. A. Wilson wrote:
"With the exception of the infections diseases (not always then), the~
traumatie, and a few unimpartirnt others, ail arganie diseasei of fne.
tionai origin. The rule of physiology is that no muscle or set of muscle
can bc innervated continuously for long. Whenever this too long in-.
nervation existe, physiology passes into pathology, until, llnally, fur_
tional passes into organie pathology. "

Ail this is especially truc of the oye, beeause it is auatomically more


