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in the personal side of the' physician's -art, and it rnay take years of sad
experience to teachi him wvhat his father trnconsciously absorbcd while
learning the sutures of the sk-utll. Interneship iii a hospital can only
partially replace this lost opportunity, for, wvhi1e the young physician
observes there the attitude of bis chiefs towvard the patients, the cir-
cumistances arc quite different frorn those of general practice, as he
mnust learn %vbien lie irst "bangs out lus slhing-le" and undertalces Lo
mecet the patient in his ovn homne.

"The opportunity which carne to the student of seeing patients
wvith his lireceptor before entering the miedical sclhool and observing the
problerns which miust be met and solved gave himi a sense of proportion
wvhichi comies with dilliculty to the student who is throwvn without prc-
paration into the perpiexities of college life. The former -,vas hetter
able to grasp the im-portance of the subjeets presented to him at college
and thecir relation to the workz %vliicli lay before him. It Las been said
that "'a lofty scorn for detail is the natural attitude of the immiatuire,"
and while the present tcndency to insist on a preliminary training in
the exact sciences is a liealthy antidote for this attitude, the actual
demonstration by the preceptor of the pre-erninent value of exact
knowlcdge in treating the -ick showed the student as nothing cisc could
that generalizations caiu bc based xvith safcty only on a foundation of
fact-that knowledge mnust comie before wvisdom. The encou 'ragemecnt
and example of the wvise preceptor taught the lesson thait the miedical
schocdl should be but the beginning of a lifetimie of study-study of
books, of men, and of things. The compreliension of the mecaningr of
the medical school, the broader view of the opportunities which. lay
before himi gained by the student who studicd wvith the preceptor, parti-
cularly if lie 'vere fort.unatc in the choice of his preceptor, Led inevitably
to a greater interest in the wvork and to a more intelligent grasp of the
subject.

"The proper relation of the physician to bis professional brethren,
the time-honored principles of professional etiquette, and the physician's
dut)' to the community at large were inculcated in the mind of the begin-
ner in a manner whichi tnfortunately lias no parallel in modemn iedical
education. Osier says of the "truc student" that lic may be recogni7ed
by three signs-<'an absorbing desire to knowv the truth, an unswverv-
ing steadfastncss in its pursuit, and an open, honest liear'.-, frec frorn
suspicion, guile and jealousy." The passing of the pFeceptor lias

* remioved a pow'erful influence in the encouragement of such an ideal."
WTe hope the general, practitioner cverywvhcre ,vill taean interest

in the important subject of nmèdical education. H-e should mnake Iiiiîi-
*self familiar witlî tie luest nmethods and niost rodern views. Ile xvill
* ther' be in a position to nake bis influence feit on the representative.


