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and during the last decennium the acuter observers of clinical phenom-ena
have been engaged in encouraging a Iess fatalistie prognosis in discases
of the hecart and kidneys, in tuberculosis, and in many other maladies. In
diseases of the nervous system, as we should expcct in the sphere of
greatest complexity, one in wvhich the causes are more profoundly wvithi-
drawn froni direct observation, this fatalisni stili oppresses the
physician. \Vhere these diseases are seated is but too apparent; but by
what processes they accumulate is as yet concealed from us. Now the
ravages of disease are grievous enoughi without the despondencies of the
Post-inortem room. Wý-e shall gain hecart, and the patient wvill gain hope,
if we tusrn our eyes for a littie while fromn this theatr., t the clinical
laboratory, in search of the genesis of disease; iii an endeavor to detect the
first si1Pdll bcginnings, which, unchecked, issue in suchi aiscarriage. W
shali not indeed go back to inquire, What is disease? but we shal flot
stop at the morbid anatomist's question, '«\Whlere is discase?"; wve shall
asl, fardier, How is disease?

CUinically, we have given up the catastrophic notion of disease; wve
have learned that its catastrophes are sudden oniy to himi who is blind
to their approaches. The springing of a mine is astonishing to its vic-
tims, but j, no surprise to the sapper who laid it, who carried the dlues
to his teni, and at the just moment touclied the button. The very namie
of apopley-in Latin, side ra tio-signi fies a stroke as if fromn the stars;
the victim is, as it were, planet-stricken. And so it appeared to our
fathecrs who g-ave it the name, and to many a generation after themn; nay,
s0 it appears stili to the inexpert public. Yet nowadays the pathologist
hirnself-ipos-esed at first wvithi fatalist subrnission, sulent before the
violent outburs. of blood into the delicate web of the brain, pondering in
helpl!ss diý:rîay xvhat man could have done in face of such a stroke-hias.
begun Lo try to get behind the catastrophe. Nowv lie demonstrating to the

bstander that granular kidneys, perhaps,-at any rate daniaged arteries,
and an abnormal hecart, are precedent conditions. So that the event is sur-
prising only to the unwarned. At this stage the eager mmnd questions.
farther and farther-how cornes it that these arteries, these kidneys, thiis
beart, are so changed? For ail this is no swift infliction; it signifies
modifications implying a long duration and gradual progress, modifications
'vhich again cannot ha',e been -without their insidious causes to take us
farther back still; and bO on. Thus, as in tuberculosis, \VC are laying
aside the attitude of anmazement or resignation, and are putting on thiat of
the scout; if perchance wc mnay detect the first approaches of the enemy, or
even by timiely diplomiacy prevent himn before w-ar is declared. We are
reccding, from the fatalisni of the early pathological anatomiets, and re-
turning to that desire for more and more timely forecast whichi dis-
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