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DISEASES IN THE WIND.

Beaed b jore the ¢ auadian Inatitute, Toroute, Mareh 224,
Is, by 1 oieel Gggeden, M1, Lecturer on Materit
Medeet and  Therggneaticn i the Torvato Schwol of
Mediine, ( Continued. )

Arcordmg to the observation: of  Virchow,
Rilian, Rolbher, Betzius, West, and Carpenter, we
fad, after labor, the uterine tissue passing rapidiy
mw tulty ddegeneration, in vnder 1o secure its redue-
dwp and elimination ; this fat jusses off copiously
a the ditlereut secietions wad discharges, particu-
larly fu the urine aud lochia, its abundant presence
in the blowd serving still further toemisirrass those
wgans as the Kidueys and lungs, through vhich
the afuresaid nitrogenous materials must be elimi-
mted, and whost capacity is aleeady taxed 10 the
dmest,

The same condition of system is said to exist in
prsons atler severe injuries, or important surgical
yerations, ad the sane lability e erysipelas and
wrgical fever, from the influence of some of the
smatic puisons, that in the puerperal teale exist
wregard to puerperal tever,

The observations of Prot. Simpson have led him
0 conclude that surgica. fever and cerysipelas are
wt only s much communiathle from patient to
jtient, by the band of the surgeon, as puerperal
fever is by the nand of the accoucheur, but thai o
xeiprocal relution exists between these three dis-
tges, each bring nble to genernte the other ; sothat
ey may all be regarded as manifestations of the
ame materivsmorbi; theirdifferences beingdepend-
at upoun peculiaritics in the cundition of the diffe-
2t Subjects.

The same thing holds true in other cases, Jiffer-
aee in the condition of persons or peculiarities in
U pature of the predisposing canse, determining :
e character of the disense resulting at ditferent |
mes from the same avmospheric poison.

Now, although the chalera poison must have been
present before, vet it was eithec inoperative, or pro-
duced cimple diarrliwa, until the blood of these
chi'.r'n Lecame contaminated by the decomposed
0) Sters.

A similarinstance occurred at Manchester, where
the predisposition was given by the use of water
from u certain well, in.o which a foul sewer bad
sprung & leak. ln 2 certain street, in thirty houses
using water from this well, nineteen cases of diar-
rheea, twenty-six cases of cholera, with twenty-five
deaths occnrred ; while in sixty other houses in the
same neighborhoud, using other water, only eleven
cases of diarrhicen, no cholera, and no death, took
place. Again, in a ceriain terrace in the most
aristocratic suburb of one of the large provineial
towns, an epidemic of typhoid fever broke out. It
was soun obzerved that only certain houses, and in
some cases only the servants of certain huuses, were
first attached : and it was found that the water was
ubtained from two sources, a well which was com-
mon, and a spring which had to be paid for, and
which was consequently ooly used in the parlor,
while the water from the well was used in the
kitchen.

Those houses, and those servants, using water
from the well were first attacked by the fever,
while the proprietors, using water from the spring,
escaped, cither altogetber, or until they caught the
disease from their neighbors or servants ; and it
was found, un ezamination, that a sewer was leak-
ing into the well, while the spring was pure.

Instances are alsv numerous in which this power
was communicated to the erciling cause by the
habitual respiration of air rendered foul by the
emanations from night-soil, bad sewerage, or
overerowding of individuals in badly ventilated
houses.

1f we look back to our own experiences in cholera

It mutters not how the blood becomes contami-' visitations, we will find that the furi of the disease
uted with decomposing organic mutter, whether have always been those parts of the town where
D the way I have just pointed out, or by the inges- ! fevers, and other epidemics, bave always prevailed
0 of putrid or spoiled food, or the drinking of i to the greatest extent, and where we have the
totaminated water, or the inhalation of foul air; | very conditions preseut for the complete satura-

s resuit is the same on the application of certain
fmotic poisons ; the resulting disease being more
Zles3 severe or malignant in proportion to the
fegree of bloud cuntamination.

Sveral siriking examnles of this might be
dduced, nnd may be fond at length in the % Re-
Ptof the General Buard of Health, London,” in
rerence to the appearance of cholera in Engiand
For to 1853.

At a time when cholera had almost, but not quite

Sappeared from the country, 8 cargo of oysters
miced in such a damaged stute that they were
Wudemned by the authorities, and given away;
“veral children of a certain zchool at Bridgewater
U of them freely, and all who did so, were seized
Yith cholera, or choleraic diasrhea.

“tion of the air and the blood with miasmatic ex-
halations.

Again, sirs, 1 believe this condition of system
may be produced by the inbalation of an atmos-
phere perfectly free frum all organic matter what-
ever, but so constituted as to produce a too rapid
disintegration of the tissues or the blood ; but of
this 1 hope to speak again presently.

Henee we see the neeessity of attending, not only
to the exciting cauges of disease, which when con-
tained in the air, or carried by the wind, are
generall” so subtle as to elude our grasp; but also
. of fixing our attention more especinlly on those
' predisposing causes which are often easily recog-

nized and cumpletely under our control.
(0 be continned.)




