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PLEURISY AS ASSOCIATED WITH TUBERCULOSIS.*

PY JOHN H1UNTER, M.D., TORONTO.

1-\ the inedical literature of pulmonary diseases, for decades before
the discovery of the tubercle bat' llus, there are to be found many
eVidenlces, if not of an assurel faîth, at least of a strong suspicion,
that there exists a special relationship bet-ween pleurisy and
tiiberculosis-the latter being an exciting or predisposing cause
of the former. Clinical experienice and pathological research
were too strong to allow the very frequent association of these
diseases to pass as a niera coincidence.

The dîscovery of the tubercle bacillus in 1882, gave to bacteri-
(lo'gy the mission of establishing the true relationship that, exîsts
between these diseases, and the years that have intervened since
thii have been utilized for this purpose. Three Elnes of investi-
tg,,tioni have been systenlatically followed: (1) Microscopical
e.xtaiination of the exudate in pleurisy-bacilli have been found
iii the exu,-idate as wvell as in cultures made from it. It is true thqt
tlie serous exuidate is often sterile, even in cases of assureci tuber-
euilosis, but this f act in itself is now looked upon as being suispicions

cfa tubercular origin since numnerous bacteria are to be found in
the e-xudate of pleurisy due to cold, traumatism or other xîoii-
tuibercular causes. The bacilli are to be found xiot oniy whien the
exud(ate is serous but also when it is fibrinous or purulent. (2)
Liocalatiow..-The resulis obtained by tb.is test-whien a f airly
ki rge quantity of the exudate bas been injected-have been of ie
niost positive character. Experiments on cruin' pghv ie
iesults sucb. as the following: Wliere a tuberculous exudate was
Il'ed, 50 per cent. of positive resuits were obt.ained. In cases
'vhere the pleurisy was attributed. to, cold 40 per cent. of the
animais became tuberculous. In cases where the pleurisy -%vas
evidently due to otheýr causes, c.g., trauinatism,, pneuinonia, etc.,
thc- resuits were inecative. Ili one experiment the inoculations
were mnade from -ffty-five cases of pleurisy and 85 per cent. of
the animiais developed tuberculosis. 'li -flfteen cases of pleurisg'
in which the tuberculine test was used 87 per cent. of these gave
their eiieral and local reaction. (3) Glinicat Evidenc.-llere
also the evidence that a verýy large percentage of the cases of
pleurisy are of tubercular origin seeius indisput-able. In recent
tc-xt-books on the practice of medicine and in medical journals,
series of cases have been publishied, such as t1hese: In frfty-seven
cases of pleurisy tweùty-one died cf tuberculosis within ten years.
li one huudred and thirty cases of primary pleurisy 40 per cent.

. *oad nt thoCit inMeie soittn otol So)t 19n2.

331


