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analogy, and which may explain as fully the vari us pheaomena under
consderation.

Of the names inade use of by authors to designate the class of diseases
produced by the action of the morbid poisons, the term « zymotic™ seems
the lenst ubjectionable, and I shall therefor2 adoptit. Cu'l.n’s order of
xanthemata includes many of them, but not the whole, so also the term
sontagious or infectious diseases, thou oh it would include all the diseases
1n question, yet it would comprehend others, as scabies, porrigo, and
such other diseases as from their purely local nature are not generally
ranked in the same class with the others.

‘The division of the subject which I shall adopt will be the follow-
mng:—

Firstly, T shall consider the seat-of the zymotic discases.

Secendly, The conditions necessary or favourable to their production.

Thirdly, Tho probable nature of the poisons themselves, and their mode
of action, which, together with the preceding divisions, will include the
explanation of most of the phenomena of the dissases. s oranf

Lastly, I shall conclude by alluding Lriefly to the indications for trent-
ment, furnished by the consideration of the foregoing divisions of the
subject.

1.—The Seat of;the Zymotic Discases.

All pathologists seem now to be agreed in considering the blood as the
primary seat of these diseases ; the local aflections being merely the re-
sult of the general contamination, and, for the most pu.rt, caused by the
efforts of nature 10 expel the offending matter from the circulating fluid,
and hence, these lceal affections are gencrally found in excreting strue-
tures, as the bowe's, kidaeys, skin, &c.

That such was also the opinicn of the ancients, may be seen by refer-
ring to their old humoural pathology, by which they were wont to ex-
plain these diseases. The solidisis bave sinco then attempted to locate
them in the solid tissues, but these opinions were grounded on mere spe-
culations, and have yiclded entirely Lefore the modern views, Lased as
they ure upon actual experiment and observation.

That the bivod is the primary seur of the diseases, moy be proved in
many ways. By the simultaneous appesrance of eruptions over the
whole body ; the symmetrizal distribution of some of these eruptions ; apd
hy the production of a speific disease by direct inoculation or transfusion .
of blood, as has beendone in measles.
i1.—The Cunawion: necesiary or favouralie to.the production of the Zymo-

tic Discuses.

That-these diseases depead for w.ieir preduction, in most instances, if
not ju every case, npon soms zmaterial introduced from without, secins



