
CRAIK-ON THE NATURE OF MORBID POISONS. 1.I1

analogy, and which may explain as fully the vari us phenomena under

conilderation.
1 the names made use of by authors to designate the class ofdiseases

produccd by the action cf the rnorbid poisons, the term a zyrotic" seems

i he least objectionable.. and I shall thereforc adopt it. Cun'-is order of

'exantheniata includes many of them, but not the whole, so also the termi

.ontagious or infectious diseases, though it wouild includle all tli diseases

in question, yet it would comprehend others, as scabies, porrigo, aud
euch other diseases as from their purely local nature are not generally
ranked in the same class with the others.

The division of the subject which I shall adopt will be the follow-

Ing:-
Firstly, I shall consider the seat-of the zymotie diseases.
Secondly, The conditions necessary or favourable to their production.
Thirdly, Tho probable nature of the poisons thenselves, and their mode

of action, which, together with the preceding divisions, will include the
explanation of most of the phenomena of the dissuses. ...

Lastly, I shall conclude by alludîng briefly to the indications for treat-
ment, furnished by the consideration of the foregoing divisions of the
ýsubject.

I.-The Scat of, the Zymotic Diseases.
All pathologists seem now to be agreed in considering the blood as the

primary seat of these diseases; the local affections being merely the re-
sult of tbe general contamination, and, for the most ysrt, caused by the
elbrts of nature to expel the offendirig matter from the circulating fluid,
and hence, these lccal affect;ons are generally found in excreting struc-
tures, as the bowe!s,kidneys, skin, &c.

That such was also the opinion of the ancients, may be seen by refer-
ring to their old humoural pathology, by which they were wont to ex-
plain these diseases. The solidisis have sinco then attempted to locate
them in the solid tissues, but the'e opinions were grounded on nere spe-
culations, and bave vielded entirely before the nodern views, based as
they are upon actual experinient and observation.

That the biood is.the primary seat of the diseases, may be proved in
many ways. By the simultaneous appearance of eruptions over the
whole body ; thesyrmmetriDal distribution ofsoneof these eruptions ; aild
bV the production of a specific diseuse by direct inoculation or transfusion
of blood, as has been done in measles.
i i.-Tk Cnaitio: neces îary orfaxurable to.the prodution hf te Zyno-

tic Diseases.
That- these diseases depend for .ieir production, in most instances, if

not it every case, upon some material introduced. from wilhout, secms


