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xmroducuon of great 1mprovemems. The

case of Inoculauon anu moure rELr‘:utxy of
Vaccine, may serve to shew the one;

- and. the long neglect ‘of Percussion as a

means of diagnosis in diseases of the )

"heart, the other. It was about the mid-
dle of last century (1761) that' Aum-
bruzzer published his important disco-
very (unquestionably, says Dr. Forbes,

" one of the greatest improvements ever
made in ' Pathology), and it was not till
it was recommended by Corvisart, many

years after the’ present had’ commenced“
(1808), that its value became geuetally‘,

known.

() A thlrd aub_]ect whlch may illus-
trate the’ vanable condition of our doc-
trine, and shew the necessity of paymg
attention to n, is the nature of Fever—
to whxch I shall allude chxeﬂy to notice
the apparent hkehhood of the breaking

down of what once seemed one ‘of the

" best eslabhshed distinctions among dis-
eases, Viz., lhat between common con-
tinued and eraptive Fevers.. You are
aware’ that it is now well known that

* in the progress of common continued as’

well as typhus Fevers, ‘a rash appears
_at a certain period, having. pecuhar cha-

_racters assumlatmg ‘those. fevers to the

"nature of an Examhema, and conse-

quently ‘bringing all 1dlopalh1c fevers‘

" within the same category. I shall again

stop to shew the difficulty there often is’
at one penod in drawing attention toa

subject which at a subsequent period is

acknowledged as important, and be-’
comes uvniversally received. Years ago, -

about the latter third of the last century,

~ Burserias pointed out the existence of
this rash, and insisted that .common
Fever should be classed among L\an~
‘thema. ‘ ;
* Thete is another point connected with
Fever which I may remark upon. For

“years after I graduated it was the re-
cewed opuuon that Contmued Fever,

however d‘verslﬁed in appearance or.
xﬁtcually—wucluer miid or severey sy-‘
nochus or typhus-—was always the same-
dxsease. identical -3 :n causs aud mature:
In the works which. are still pnucxpally
referred to we find this opxmon. Consult
the Cyc. P. M.—Tweedle s Lib. of
Med.—Watson’s Lectures—and you find
this docthue promulgated Yet now we
have writers who assert the non-ldenmy
of’ dxﬁ’erent cases, of continued Fever;
and, under the names of typhus and-
tvphoxd Fevers, we are taught that there
exists . two dlseases,—dxsunct in theu"
origin, their symptoms, and their effects,

If time permxtted I might bring ‘to
your notice many more instances of im-
portant improvements, or, at any rate,.
important a]terauons, in medical doc-
trine, which have taken place wnhm
the last few years; among which the
discovery of what is commonly. called
Bright's Disease is not the least import-
ant; but I shall only finally allude to

the vast improvement mtroduced into

pracucal medicine by the con30med
operations of Auscuhauon aud Percus-‘

" sion.

It is now about ﬁurty years smce
Laconec first announced his great dlS-‘
covery o ‘the French Academy, and it
is much less since the practice of Aus—‘
cultatlon ‘has become geﬁeral. lee
most other improvements, it met wuh:
opposition at its first mtroducuon but
this has now quite disappeared, and its
only obstacle is that which it sharesl

‘with all other. objects o!' pursmt, the‘

labour necessary for acquumg expert-‘
ness in its. apphcatxon. ‘ ; L

It has not only given pI‘GCISXOD to our‘
dlagnosw of diseases of the chest: it has ‘
led to the dxscovery of others not before“,

‘, suspected

1 mxght extend this de(all oflm prove- '
ments by referrmg you to the numerous

; means of combatting disease which have



