
DR. BEriiuNo 's Case of Pueîperal Convulsions.

anid ini half an hour her bowels were freelv acted upon, discharging
au immense quantity of fæcal matter, comingied with hardened
scg bala, evidencing the previously neglected state of lier intestines,
a state by far toO commun am1ong Canadian fenales in childbed,
aid indicating the grossest neglect on their part, of one of te first
ard simplest indications in nature. From this p 'eriod our patient
tiay be said to have recovered rapiilv, and '.nth the exception of
îight pain and weight of head, together with partial deprivation of
the functions of sight andi hearing, she did remarkably w ell. Somie
slight tenporary deranîlgements subiseqiie ntly required particular
treatment, but sie continued to recover rapidly, and at titis time is
as well (to use lier own words) as sie ever was in her life.

Runs.-ThAis lisease cannot be considered otlerwise tihan
a:, most dangerous. According to lYAN it is a very rare olle, Md
generally fatal, therefore its prognosis is always umtravourable.
Accordinigr to the French authors it is of rare occurrence, and
mostly fita. They say that it only oueurred in sixt-fire ott of
rty thousand txes-(vid e Dr. Michael Ryan on L)ystucia Couvul-
ra). Conivuisions generally occur during, or as a consequence

of serere labours ; te peculiar habit of body, however, acts as a
predisposinïg cause of lte attacks. Ryan distintguishtes thein under
the beads vf Epiytiform and A1 wjletic or E<lampsia, thus dividing
ther into lico classes. Ie says that this division is useful inasmucl
as tiheir treatmcnt is diffet ei.t. When consciousness retutrns in the
intervals betweenî the fits, lie styles them Epibtic, wlhen Coma or
Stertor supervene Apopbcti. Rgl>y a\so divides them into two
riass,s, but his distinctioii is different. He says that geuinie Puer-
pral cowculsions are of the epilytic charact r, and are of two species,
first, thocs.e produced by the irritatioi arising fron the presence of
thc child in the passages, and secondly, those arisinig from great
CoAlla)Se, ti resut of profuse hmorrhage. I-e adimits, however,
a third and milder form of puerperal coivulsions in common with
Jyan, viz.: the " Iysteric."

In te case of the feniale it question, habit of bodv (plethora)
had more to do with the adNceit of the attack, tian the nature of
ier labour, which was comparatively speaking easy. From her
earliest y ears she iad beet subject to a deteriiin;ation of bood to
the brain, and if we consider puerperal convulsions to be caused by
Congestion in tha.t organ, we mnay reatily admit that the exciting-

ause (labour) vas all-sufficient to arouse umder the circumstances a
pre-dispsitiont that maladN. Witlumt doubt had proper attention
heen paid to the state of lier bow els, and she hîad taken the precau-
t"An of etting herself biled some time ·mtecedent to lier accouche-
Ipetnt, she would have escaîped the dread ordeal through whiel she
]Md l'een obliged to pass, aid avoid the chaneces of tie dangerous
gale, in which, how eer aiillingly, sie was the principal actor,
and li wmhicli lfe or death h ung on the cast of the die ! I regret
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