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ART. XI1.—-On the Proxomate Cavse of Inflanvnction. By Cpar-
Les Ronts, M. D., Wardeville, C. W,

Previously to lenving Bueland, L published an article on the fore-
ging subgpeet i the Loadun Medial nned Surgieal Jonrnal, edited at
that tyme by Dr. McLeod.  The pecaliar deetrmie T hold on tns pa-
thological puiat. was therein generally explavaed, nor s the exper-
ence of any subsequeat years, altered m any respect my opimtons
thereon.  The Loudon journals have not lutherto been very exten-
sively eircalated awongst the medieal prictinoners of this country,
and I daresuy the theory will be as new to them as af 1t had never
been priated.  Prasung that it may prove as aeceptable, and anxious
as fur s [am able to elucudate every disense connected with the hu-
man frame, [ will agum enter on the disenssion with the advantages
that years of experience have added simee 1 wrote the former paper.

Beture eutering on the wnediate subjeet of ths artiele, 11 will
perhaps be advisable to make sume passing remarks upon the discase
of Inthummation itself, ikewise on its remote canees 3 so that the sub-
Jeet being made cuntinuous, mught be better understoad by the genera-
hity of readers, at the same time that 1t will afford me a better oppor-
tamity of offeriug sume passing remarks upon the generally recerved
doctrimes of the day.

Intlammation 1s defined and generally understood to he that state
of a part m which 1t 1s painful, hotter, redder, and somewhat more
turgad than s natural 5 whieh typreal symptows, when present in any
consderable degree, ur when they affect very sensable parts, are atten-
ded with fever, or a general diseased action of the system.

This definition is correct, with the exception of the second symp-
tom, whiclt is not accurately so, and may lead an mexpenenced per-
son to fulse impressions. It is well known by the profession that Mr
John Huuter tried varwus experiments to ascertain whether the sensi-
ble calone was augmented m Inflammation, and the resnit of them
all was, that it was not so.  With this conclusion before us, 1t would
be more accurate to say, or rather to define this second symptom of
Inflammation,  a sensation of increased heat.’

Inflammation is generally divided into healthy and unhealthy.
‘These terms I cannot approve of, because they are apt to mislead, and
more especrally as, according to Mr Iunter's theory, Inflammation 1s
supposed to be a process set up by nature in many cases for the rege-
neration of diseased or damaged parts  This doetrme T cannot recon-
cile to my mind ; nor can I conceive that one of the most fatal of dis-
eases can, 1n any case, be called a healthy process. I think the term
misapplied, apt to lead the mind to wrong conelusions, and, conneet-
ing the pluse with Mr Hunter’s peculiar doctrines, very frequently to
wreng practice. I do not wish by any means to carp at a word ; but
T do wish, that as ideas are received into our mmds frequently by
words, that these words should in all cases convey a true and correct

meaning.



