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Tracrixa Davs.—The munber of teaching days for the current
torm, closing April 30th, is 116. The uumber of Teaching
Days for the ensuing ter:m, beginning May 1at, is 100,

AppirioNat Horipays—To onable teachers more conveoniontly
to aid Trustees in prepuring returis for transmission to the Inspoc-
tor, the Council of Public Instruction has beon pleased to order
that hereafter *““the 30th of April and the 31st of October shall be
holidase in the Public Schools, and when eithor of theso days shall
fall on Saturday or Sunday, the preceding Friday shall be a holi-
day.” At the request of the Board of Scliaol Commmissinners, the
Public Schools of the City of Halifux are excopted from the opera-
tion of this Regulation.

Saturpay s A TracHING Dav.—The Council of Public Iun-
struction has ordered that to existing regulations de .ning the
limits within which school muy be kept on Saturdays (see Mavual
page 70), there shall be added the following: ¢ Provided that
nothing contained in these Regrlations shall prevent a teacher
from teaching on Saturdays in order to muke up for not more than
two teaching days necessarily lost at the beginning of the term in
travelling from a distant section in which he (or she) had been
previously ongaged.”

N ————————

Arpor Day.—To encourage the proper adormment of school

grounds, and thereby a cultivation of n taste fur the beautiful in

nature on the part of the pupils, .ne Council of Public Instruction
_has ordered the publication of the 1vilowing Regulation :

“Qn such one of the first thirty teaching days of the summe?
term, a3 according to seasun, weather, or other circumstunces may
be deetned nost suitable. Trustees are authorized to have substi-
tuted for the regular school exercises of pupils, the plunting by the
latter of troes, shrubs and flowers ou ths grounds surrounding the
school-house. The day devoted to this purpose shall be known and
entered in the Register as ¢ Arbor Day,” and when dui, observed
full credit will be given fur it 10 the apportionment of public funds,
on the basis of the actual attendance of pupils as escertained by
el ~g]l at the beginning of the exerciges, or vther convenient time
duriog their progvess. Additional value and interest should be
imparted by wingling with the practical duties of the occasion
short addressas from the teacher and other competent persons and
the westhetic and econnmic importance of arborculture, During
the summer visitation, Inspectors shall take nate of all schools in
conuection with which ¢ Arbor Iiay’ has been observed,”

Our native trees grows o freely in the woods {hat we are apt to
suppose that they are wmerely to be taken up by the roots and t-ans-
planted, to start at onee into & vigorous growth as before, This
is & mistake. Great care should be taken in Jligging up the trees
to preserve the fibrous routs; long rnnners should “be cut across
witn a shurp knife, and not torn. All {rees thrive bLest in woell-
drained soil, varying from sandy loam to clay. A clay loam suits
alt descriptions. The holes for the trees should nlways be made
before the trees are brought on to the grounds. They should be
too large rather than too small. In filling in, the better soil from
near the surface should be returned first, so as to be nzarer the
roots, but where the soil is at all sterile, and generally there should
be put below and arsund the roots, sowe well-rotted compost, mixed
with sand apd sandy loam, in order to promote the growth of the
rootlets. Iu setting the tres it should be placed a littla deeper than
it stood before, m\% the roots should be so spread out.that none are
doubled. When finally planted'th: tree zhould be tied to a stout
stake in such a way as to prevent chafipg of the bark., Some mulch
or stable litter should be throw: around the stem to protect the
iots from drought. Stirriug the ground is preferred by some
cultivators to mulching. In transplanting evergreeus, the roots
should not be exposed to air or light- -especially to the heat of the
sun —more than can be helped,

Several varieties of shrubs planted together in clumps produce a
very pleasing effect, while the care of judiciously arranged flower
beds will be to the children an important means of education.

- Thore will be found subjoined some practical suggestions which
will-be serviceable to those who wish to make the occasen a really
rofitableone. A day (this year Friday, May 8th) has been fixed
v the Maritime Pravincial Grange ns an ** Arbor Day” within the
jurisdietion of that Y.dy, for the purpose of impressing on the
public mind the importance of restoring and preserving our forestal
resources. Where the seasun suits, there might appropriately be a
co-operation of the Grangers and the school authorities.

In selecting trees, it is well to avoid thoss that bear flowers or
edible fruits, as such in the flowering and fraiting season are apt
tc meot with injury from’ignorant or mischievous “assers-by, and
to offer temptation to the pupils. Butternuts and Horse Chestotits
aro not to be commended as shade trees.  The Balsam Fir.is ghjec-
tionable from the lirbility of its balsam-to &tain -the-hands and
clothing. Deciduous or broad-leaved trees aré. easily grown; their

fibrous roots rendering trarsplanting a comparatively simple opo-
ration. If cavo is takon, the voung saplings of the elm, maple and
ash, as found in the undergrowth of tho forest, 2nn be trans Jantod
without difficulty.

No school-grounds should be without a suitable number and
vartety of the standard doclduous trees. IHowever, during the
winter season they are bare and unattractive, and afford little or
no shelter. On the other hand, evergreens, such as Spruces, Pines,
Hemlocks, and Cedars, retain their folinge and provids o shelter as
useful in winter as it is grateful in summer. Trees should always
be plunted according to a definite plan, being arranged either in
curves or atraight lines, according t) circumstances, and with an
obvious relation to the building and fonces, They should never be
placed so near the school-heuse as to interfare with the free play
of light and air. .

TEXT BOOKS.

«  Comment.—In performing the duty of se]ectin&' and Yrescribing
wext-boolis for thel;’ublic Schools, the Council of Publie lnstruction
has availed itself as fully as pos:ible of the knowledge and experi-
ence of those who.are engaged in the practical work of education.
The sole nitn’ of recent modifications bas been to secure, 4t reason-
able cost, n series of lexts, adapted jor use in schools. Change in
authorized booke is tn dtself a verv undesivable thing; und itis
hoped #nd believed that matters may remain where they are now
for years to cows, without substantial slteration.

‘The general effect of recent changes has been to largely and per-
mnneut‘iy reduce the cost of text books, especiallv to pupils pur-
suing an extended course. The Council 18 engaged in inquiries and
offorts with a view to still further diminish expense by securing,
wherever practicable, a lowering in price and an improvement in
the mechanical quality of the prescribed texts.

Inspectors and teachers are reminded:

1. That the Course of Study for Common Schools encourages
an economical expenditure for text-books by providing a system of
oral instruction for junior classes. Too manyteachers try to satisfy
themaslves iu respect to their more youthful pupils by placing in
their hands text—ﬁooks not needed in any case, aud worse than-use-
less when unacompanied by proper orel exposition. A text-book
should not be required for s child until he is prepared to use it
intelligntly. :

2. That the regulation whici males it illegal and improper for
s teacher to introduce unauthorized toxts, by no means binders him
from givinﬁ his pupils the benefit of other treatises to whose ex~
planations he may attach im&ormnca. The progressive teacher
will always have such aids within reach, and will s0 use them as to
impart variety and interest to his instructions.

LIST OF TEXT BUOKS PRESORIBED FOR USE IN
SCHOOLS, WITH NAMES OF PUBLISHERS.

ENGLISH,

Reading and Spelling.  (1.) The Royal Series (Thomas Nelson
& Spns, Edinburgh and London.)

(2.) The Maritime Series {Wm. Collins, Sons & Co., Glasgow
and Loudon.) . o
B {8.) TheSpelling Book Superseded —English Edition, (Sallivan

r0s.) R
Nore.~In sections whére French is the vernacular language,
and the Trustees desire that English should also be taught, the
Freunch-English Readers of the Royal Series will bo found very
gerviceable.

Grammar and Composition, (1) English Grammar for Schools
(A. & W. Mackinlu{.)

(2.) Dalgleish’s Introductory Text Book of English Comp.sition
(A. & W.Mackinlay.) .

gs.) Dalgieish’s Advanced Text Book of Euglish Composition
(Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh.)

Geography. (3.) Uglkin’s Introductory Text Book (A.& W.

Mackinlay.) . . .
(2) Culkin's Geography-of the World (A. & W. Mackinlay.)
History. (1) Cslkin's History of British America (A. & W,
Mackinlay.) . - C - .
(2 gutﬁhes of British History (Thos, Nelson & Sons, Edin-
Yurgh and-Jondon.) *

(3) Swidtows Outlinés k' the World’s History, Canadian-

Edition,. (A; & W, Mackinley,)-




