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only read and write well, flot only lias hie studiedi
history and geography, but lie lias pressed on to some of1
the higher mathematics, and to some acquaintance witl i
natural science. lu many cases lie is something of ai
inusician. If hie lias a laudable desire of etting on, lieg
not only labours liard to make lis schoo! a success, but1
also to qualify himself for higher branches of the work.g
lie extends knowledge. Hie cultivates lis trained powers,
and by degrees the best places in lis calling are open to
1dmi. In a few cases of greater ability and conspicuous.
niienit higlier positions, beyond the limit of thieir own
profession, have been attaiued. Iu some instances sehool-
masters have become clergymen-a promotion often more
honourable tlian profitable, ln whidi the improvemenÙt
in social standing lias been dearly paid for by thc tram.. 1
mnels of increased expenses and reduced income. But it1
is to honour, usefulness, and comfort within his chosen
vocation rather than to any exceptional chance of rising
above it that the schoolmaster mnust look. lie starts luj
life witli the priceleas talent of a good education anîd a'-
trained mind. These are advautages immenselv beyond î
wvhat most of the moni of the trading classes possess, for
tiiese leave school whien young and before mental
training, sudh as the sehoolmaster gets, eau have begun.I
Considering then, his education, lis intellectual powvers
his usefulnesiS and lis improving income, the social
position of the schoolmaster ouglit to bc one of credit and
acceptability amongst lis neiglibours. H1e will often bo,
after the clergyman, the best educated man in the panisli,
and that is a distinction which ought to be recoguized.!
Yet the old prej udice is not«outlived. The schoolmaster'
is stili excinde d from social equality with persons wlio
are really lis inferiors lu manners and cultivation. But
this will pass away lu time. To this liour things are
only lu a transitional state, aud the teacher's time is flot
yet comc. l is, however, appare~nt that those whio have
inost to do ivith his work and are immediately over hlm
are more and more impressed with his value, and that if
these recognise hlm and show respect to his office, the
raîiks below will not be slow ini following suit. Much
must depend upon the teacher himself. If lie would ivin
Ilis wvyin society ho must cultivate geutte manners, and
that deference to otlîers which marks the wvell. regulated
and self-controlled man. He may bc vastly supenior Lo
those with whom hlie ingles, 'but hoe must show no
consciousness of it ; lie must wear iL uaturally, as lie
doos lis hair or lis coat, ani neyer give a thouglit. to it.
In the large towns the sehoolmaster 18 rapidily growing
to bo au important person, and lu time flnds himself in
the midst of as mudli congenial society as he cares to
have ; but lu the country the position is often one of
depressing isolation. We do flot sec how this is to be
helped. Hie is only lu, that respect like the clergy them.
selves. It cornes of the wvork hoe has to do on t he spot
where God places him. Let hlm do lis work well there,
and lu due time and order promotion will corne to some-
thing better elsewhere. We are flot so unpractical as to
suppose that teachers, any more than other people. can
or will look wholly to the useful side of their îvork*, and
not to its temporal compensations. With them. as 'with
others, the labourer is worthy of lis lire. But we do
say that when tIc latter are sometimes disappointlng,
there will be a moral compensation in the thouf.lit of the
former, which, thougli iL ill flot pay bills, wvi 1 sustain
hope and. inspire courage, and nerve a man to face plain
living and even privation ratIer thian fasten about lis
neck a log lu the shape of debt, than which nothing will
more retard lis advancement or hinder hlm from taking
advantage of good openings that corne in hir wav.

What we have so far said of the schoolmaster is true
also, with certain limited qualificatinns of mistressés. Thev

stand upon nîuchi the same level undorgo mucli fli sanie
training, are hiable to similar diïàculties and discouraze-
monts, and are doing w-ork of equal lonour and useful
ness. Let the mistresses who are now lu charge of schools
do tlieir utinost to occupy the position well. Let tlîem-
by the earnestness of their denieanour, the moderation
of their dress, aîîd the cautiousncss witlî whicî tlcv
make acquaintances and minglo witlî them-provc Lhe
intrinsie souudncss of their Litle to respect, and they may
depondl upon it thiat respect wvilI not ho denied thenii.
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Praclical Education.

NVo are uften tauglit that as sooiî as ouîr school*days
are over we are to lay aside our studios and engage in
tIe more pac-tical duities of cvery-day life, it being thus
assumed tat our studios are incompatible with what we
are to oxpenience lu later years. Indecd, it is thie common
opinion tîat tIe student who lias closely followed his
book for years is, ini a nîcasuro, unfitted for a business
life. Accepting this conclusion as correct, iL becoînes ani
intoresting question whiy iL should be that tlîe proper use
of our school-days, and of the opportunities whicî thev
afford, should thus unmaui one.If book-learning retards
a person and finally unfits hlm for practical life, and gives
wlat must be forg(otton or unlearned, wh l ot boLter ho
1without IL ?

We dlaim that Lhe eduication com-menced lu childhood
ouglit to be of sudh a kincl that it can be continued
tîrougli our entire ives ; Llîat we should in our tender
yeans lay the foundation upon which to build Lthe lofty
superstructure of a noble m-anliood. If Lhe pocess called
education is good for the boy, iL is good f or lI e man
-who is only- a boy of langer growth. Wlîatcver wili
stimulate the mind of Lhe minor will, linflie samne degrep,
benefit hlm when hllas pkassed the tnagic lino of his
niaori1y.

lic word education hints at the truc iiîetlîod bv its
meauiug, " cading out,"and does flot refor Io' Lihe
mistakeii idea timat IL is a pouring iu process, as if a little
boy's brain is Lo be fllled up by Lime teacher precisely as
one would pour water into an empty jug; and, alas, hiow
niaîi a poor unfortunate lias been nearly intellectually
stranigicd b this process, directed by the hands of some
one of the famous Ichabod Crane family 1 But.. fortu-
nately, Lucre are many at the present timo who behieve
that tle Iuman mind is created filIed instead of empty,-
fllled witI powers and capacities, whicli, indeed, are flot
ready for immediate use, but whidh iL is the province of
education to bring out. TIc Creator las given us a set
of tools witî which ive arc Lo do our ife-wvork - but ive
are obliged to put tîem lun onder and learn tl1eir use.
What the child needs is to gain facillty inuhandling somo
of these simpler lutellectual implemeuts, while LIe man
must learu te, wichd the more complicated and delicate,
so as to be ready to perfonm creditahly w'Iatever work
fortune may place in his wav.

This tleory gives us, as the great object to ho gained
by education, mental discipline. By this statement we do
not inteud Lo deny timat the acquisition of facts is

iimportant and essential ; but if negarded as an end, and
îîot as a means, iL is of comparatively little value. A
mmnd well stored witî facts, but witîout proper discipline,
is like a garrot filled wiLI rubbislî, or a store with a large
stock of goods scattered misccllaneously over the bon1.
Ahl is confusion-nothiug eau ho fouud when -%anted.

Now, to this kuowledge of facts add mental discipline,
aud vou have the owner w'ho seleets and arranges Overy'.
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