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1Measures, lVeighds, and Coins. Report of thte Select Committee of the Senate on the Subject of Estab-
lishing an Uniform, International, Decirnal, System of Measures,

(Daiy-Nes.>Weights, and Coins, aznd to Report how far such a systemn ca»
(Daiy-.Nws.)be Advantageously 4pplied to the Ikiesures, WVeights, and Coin$

of titis Dominion.
We have no hesitation in assigning to the Hon. Thomas Ryan theTh ea CimteRo .merit of having cleared the ground for a reform, in the system o~f TeSnt omte o

measures, weights and coins of this Dominion. We are indebted toFray2th pi,180him for the progress we have made towards a settiement of the copy- The SQleet Committee appointed to enquire what steps have beenright question but the larger labor 0o1 whîch hie bas entered will, when taken, and what progress bas been made in the United Kiingdoifl
consummated, entitie hini to the thanks of every class of society. Few towards establishing a uniform international decimal systeni Ofsave those who aire practical farmers. can appreciate the loss, annoy- measures, weights, and coins, and to report how far sucli a systetiance and iîîcolveniience of the want 0f' any reeogrnized standard of may be advantageously applied to the measures, weights and coins ofweight. The consequences are interminable squabbles; sales are made this Dominion, uow bec leave, in obedience to the order of referenceby the bushel, but the puzzle is to know what a bushel is. The Win- of the twenty-first day 'of March last, to report as followschester bas been abandonied in England for the imperial bushel. The subject of weights and measures, first occupied the attentioniThe Minot is no longer kîîown in France, aind the oîîly remedy there. of your Comrnittee, ndte fidtat two systenis are at presentfore bas been to reter to weight. Wbeat for example is sold at 62 or legralized and prevail in the United Kingýdom, vîz :the Imperial64 lbs per bushel, s0 while the process of nleasuriîîg it is retainied the whieh is non-decimal and the Metrie which is decimal.value of the mneastre is rejected for the weight. There is an instillc- The origin of the metrie system iii Europe dates as far back as thetive repugnance to relin(1uish tiîne-hionored customis. Agriculturists rei.gn of Louis XIV, wvhen the inconvenience and confusion arising'are essenitially conservative, yet the evils of tlîe existing mode of' from the variety of weights and measures ini France were so stroingl1Y

meauri- gainaresouliversally conifused, thatte reforîns sn-rested fl htaRyal Commission was appoiîîted to investigate the ques,by Senator Ryan will be gladly accepted. ln 1854 we kept our books tion, and report on some suitable standard,. In 1790, M. Talleyranld
according, to what was called the ilalifax currercy of pOunds, shillings presented a report on the uniformity of weights and measures, and iland pence, but our trading relations with the Linited States led the was decided that the cooperation of England 'should be invited in estab'Parliament to see the necessity of introducing the decimal systeni lisbing an international system. Political complications. however,
which that country had borrowed froin France. We have since grown arose which at the tume prevented the realization olthis gyenerous pro-
enamioured witlî the simpler arithmetic of dollars and cents ; yet it is posai ; but the fundamental principle of tne inetnie system, as thenprecisely the sanie principle which Senator Ryail wishes 10 apply to established, is that it should be internationial. After a lapse of' airleweiLuhts and measures. The science of metrology bas not enjoyed the years, a standard metre and- standard kilograni were approved bystudy it menits. Our maini excuse is that we paused to see the policy the Corps Legislatif, and have ever since been preserved iiitheof British statesmen, and learni from theni wbether the inetrie system archives of théestate at Paris. lt was not, howvever, untl so late ascould be iîîtroduced amnoigst a people with ancient usages. In France the year 1837 that the metrie systeni was conclusively adopted inthe experimielt was easy uider a Governiment virtnally despotie, but in France. Ini tlat year the Legislative Chambers, moved by numerouseach quarter of Great Britain distinct and difflering modes ofmieasuring petitions, eîacted that on and after the lst Jaîîuary, 1840, ail weightsthe sainie article prevail. ln Irelaid wbeat and outs though sold and ineasures of any other standard or denomination than those 0 ftheby the barrel vary in weght. Thie Scotch boîl, the English quarter, metrie systeni shonid be illegal. i'romn this period upwards of teil
the Imperial bushel, are ail in use. We had niot reacbed unif onmity years lad elapsed, when consequeut on the establishment of universalunder the late union, and Confederation discloses tLe contradictions exhibitions,-inaugnrrated by that of London iin 1851, wbich Was.and confusion when the sainie termi is used ini different Provinces: as followed by that of Paris in 185-tLie attention of scientific and phi-for instance the busliel of barley is assumed to weigh 48 lbs. in Onta. lanthropic as well as practical men of business was directed t0 thisrio and Quebec, 52 or 48 in Nova Scotia, and 50 in New Brunswick. subjeet, and the jurymen and comîinissioners of the latter exbîbitiOU,It is obvious that under such complications tradinig operations aie drew up a declaration, the spirit of which is well exemplified in theembarrassed and litigation invited. The Newv Brunswick merchant if followiîîg concludiîîg, recoînniendation "They coîîsequeîîtîy deell0he ordered a cargo of barley would think hiniself eîîtitled to 50 lbs. 69 it their duty earnestly to reconîmeîid to the consideration of theirper bushel, wbile D Le Canada shipper wonld keep withini the law if lie -1 respective Governnients, and of enlighîened iiîdividuals, friends Of
delivered on board ship 48 lbs. to the bushel. Whatever enactrment Le 9" civilîzation, and advocates for peace and harmony throughout the
passed clire will be observed iin its wording, 50o as not to clash with di worid, tle adoption ot an uniformi systein of weigbts and ineasuresy
pre-existing coîîtracts. Thle rente viager under which decliiingi old 44 computed decimally botb in regard to its inultiples and divisions'age secures an income describes the iiot and arpent, ail equivalenît 6 anîd also in. regard to the elemen'its of ail the differemît units."must Iberefore lie pruvided. The report 0f tue select coiiimiîîee of the Action ivas also takeui by the statistical congress asseînbled il'
Senate on the subject of establislingi a uiîiformininternîational systeni Brussels and iii Paris, iin 1853 auîd 1h155 in favor of international uni'
ot nieasures, weights anîd coins, of which Senator Ryan wns chair- formity, aîîd subsequeîîtly, in September, 18S55, an international as55 0

îîan, is dlean and satisfactory. H1e assigns the date of the metric ciatioiî xas fornied, whose objecs are expressed iin the followiflsystin inii Europe to the time of Louis the l4th ; but two Lundred extract froni their proceedings -
years before Christianity the Clîinese taugbht thee indians, Arabs and ThIe uiidecrsigiîed have deètenniined to form an association, COI'
Japanese values by group sigais, for 10, 100 and 1,000 with multi-" posed of inembers chosen froin the diiferent civilized niations, Who
plier added t0 the left, and the Moguls introduced mbt Russia the shall engage to devote tlienscîves each in, bis ownl counitry, by
Asiatie Saanpan reckoingm machine, whicb bas successive rows of" means olnecoînîîiittees correspoiîdiiig with one anotber, to the estlb'strings to repiesent thousands, hunidrcds, tells, units. The Frencli lonîg lishuient, in ail civilized couîîtries, of an unit«orin decimal systeiiOsinice rejected Fabrieieits cluînsy niode of deternining teniperatures 41 weigîîîs and nîcasures, aîd as fan as possible, of niotiies.''to which we adhere. Iii Fabneîîheit's days no oxne conceived the possi- Anioigst tlîe branches of this association fonined iin different cou 0

bîlity of a cold exceedig ,,32 degrees below tLe freeingr point of tries, the niost active froni tbe commencement bas been the British'water, and lie assigned 212 as the tempeî-ature of boilingf water. The After mnature deliberatioiî, Ibis association decided that the inetre,centigrade graduation bas many advantages over Fareniheitf s. (1) Its with its decimal systeni, is the bcst unit of leîîgtb, and bas silice strn-zero is at the freeziîîg poinît of walen ; (2) its 100 degcrees is the houl- uously advocated its introduction, aîîd main]ycnrbtd opaei
ing point of water, degrees of cold ure degrees beiow zero, and are iin the position which il now bolds ini the UJnited Kingdoni.wbepreceded by the minus sigu, tbus-3 deg. niay be rend .3 degrees of neanly 60 per cenît of the total export and import trade of the couliiîny
cold on 3 degress below zero. There is one very admirable suggestion is carriud on1 witli people using the nietrie systeni.in the report. Senator Ryan calîs the attentioni of the Goveruiomerît 1 lu tLe year 1835, tLe linpemial systeni of weights and measures ethe importance of causilii the imetricai systeni to be tat iii ail establisbed by law i Eiglaîid. Silice tieuno 10other systeina was lega1'ischools over whicb tliey exercise control, and obliging canîdidates for ized uîîtil the 29t1î July, 1864 ; wbeîî, by Act of Parliament, 28the civil service to possess a knowledge of the subject. Meanwbîle the c. 117, the use of the inetrie systeni was miade permissive ;aîîdilSduty of tLe press is to edîîcate the public mind and reîîder the neforîn now, corjointly witli the liperial systeni, in use tbroughout thepopular by poiîîting out ils mîaniifold advaîîages. As the fir-st step iin United Kingdoni.
iliat directionî we reproduce the report ofthîe Senate in full. It will The preanible of Ibis Act (whicb Act being very short, and, aenidure citicisîn aîîd tLe more it is studied and understood by ail sainie lime, contaiiii valuable informiationî relative to thie mtclasses, for it appeals t0 aIl, thie more will it gnow in public esteeni. systeni is given at lengîth in the appetîdix tu thîs Report) sets fOnthWe are sure our readers will nul grudge the space we devote 10 Ibis that for the promotion and extension of lte iîîternaî as weîî as binteresting document. We but aek for il a careful reading. foreiga trade of thelUnited King-dom, and for the advancenmeiîof


