
195.1JAPÂN'B DEBT TO CfEISTIA2<ITY.

future world as held out by its'teacliings, aud zas believed in nt least by the
coînmon people. But yestcrday I studied a pair of l3uddhist paîntings.
The eue reprcscnted paradise or hecaven, Nvith Buddhia sitting in a liuge
lotus flower as his thronc, surroundcd with the sacred lotus flowers and
absorbcd in pcaceful contemla-tion. The angels wcre bcings with female
faces and upper extrernities, and hiaving the ivings anîd tails of peacocks.
Simnilar foris, %vere ini a boat on the lotus ponîd gaithcringr thiese sacred
flowers and presenting themn afterward te, Biîddhia. This, witli some
mînor details, wiis te, represent paradise, hleaven.Itiaetrmlcr-

nIeuplace at the best, and but littie calculatcd te croate auy strongr desire
in any one te go tbere.. Ncarly cvery detail of the Christian's conception
of heaven wss conspicîîotisly wantiu.

The second was a representation of the final jiidgincnt and liell. It
was certainly awful euoughi. ("lîidren %vere thiere as well as aduits.
Amoug mauy things cisc iras a big brown demon Nyho, arnid streams cf
gore: was extracting the tongues of liars. Thoen there was aise Pin Meun-
tain (a nieuntain nade cf pins and nieedies îvith the points upward), on
jvhich scores of 'ovecn were suffering and streains of blood Nvere loeîing.
These were woxnen wlîo lîad net been as careful in this world as tley
oughit in the use cf pins. Such is the pcssiiînisin of the old religion as
popularly believcd. WbVlat a contrast bctwcen thoese and Clhristian ideals! 1
Ngot tlîat the liell cf the Bible is describcd in any lms terrible words and
figures, but throughi the Gospel this present life lias becoine worth living,
and our heaven is unspeakably more lovely and îvortlî gaining, and is
accessible net enly Wo pr atsnd thieir kind, but te ail 'who trust in Christ
for salvatien.

Christianity has given to Japan an idcal for hiome life, such as Iîad
neyer been known in this land bcforc-a Chiristian home. Net thiat it
las cbanged ail or even a î'cry large per ccnt cf Japauese homes
&s yct. Quito the coutrary ; but the niodel is lbore, criticised by the
iîntlîinking few, but adnîircd and desirell by the intelligent inany. The
ideal Christian inarriage, the fouindation of the Christian home, is based
on individual freedom, muttial acqtuaiinta-cesluip, union cf licarts in recip- f

rocal love, aud respect for mnutual riglits and obligations. The customn cf
Japan is that partners for life, or rather for a wvhile, arc sceccted by a
ilgo-between." 1 say 1'for a Nvhiilc"' adviscdly, as oue third cf the mar-

fiage contracts are brokeon by divorce, te say nothiing- of other kzinds cf
unfaithfulness. lIn Christian Amierios, sad te say, the proportions et
idivorces te inarriages are eue te sixteccn; but here they are eue te, thri.e.

ana woman. Confucius, the Clinese sage, after whe idems the Japanes 4I
laws, customs, sud practices on this subjcct are xuodelled, alhows nman,
ana him only, seven grounids fer divorce-disobedieuce, barreuness, lewd

conduet, jealousy, leprosy or any other foui and incurable disease, tee '
mieh talking, and thievishiness. Cliristianity is justified, therefore, in
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