
JAPAN AND FOREIGN MISSIONS. [~.

missionaries. They e.xcel also in their succcss in gathering couverts
into the chureli. Many of their mou are of good social position, -well
educated, zealous, faithful, devoted. Some of them. have labored for
years and. have gathered mucli fruit for the Master. They are work-
men-wholneetDnot be-,ashamed. Not since, apostoli'Itimes have the eie-
ments of a strong, national church been so soon gathered. When we
consider the rapidity of the growth, the completenoss of churchl or-
oanization, the number and quality of the mirnsters, the readiness of
the people to give, we conclude that God uow grants fis grace as freely
as to lus Servants of old.

'We anticipate the conclusion of L:ýeig11 missionary labor by the close
of this Century. Not that Japan will then be Christian, or that aIl
who dwell lu the land will kuow the story of redemption. But we bc-
lieve that lu thirteen years more Japan will cease to be foreigu nis-
sionary ground. Theuceforth the preaching of the Cross -%vi1 be the
Home Missionary work of the Japa-iese church. The churci -will be
wvidely csttblislied,, well trained, well led, equipped for its wvorkç, and,
undex God, able and iyilling to carry the enterprise to a triumphant
complction.

The missions iu Japau -ask the churches of the United States for re-
inforcements. F1irst of the grezat heathen empires Japail turus to
Christ, lu our ownu day we sec this churcli formed on its foreigu soil.
The -%ork is îîot of the future- -nlow it must bc carried to its end. The
rapidity of growth, the quick extension of the churcli, makes rein-
forcement imperative. The church must be gilided, taught, aidcdl.

Chuch uilins must be erected, colle,ges, seminaries and thleologicad
sehools equipped, and ail the oriz,iyationi of varied Christian work
completed. riliese years -are our*, but soon the opporttmity ~Vill pa'ss.
It cannot bc t1iat the ehurch will iiot respond; it cannot be that enougl
of its abouiudiug wvealth of menzind mnoney will not be givený to -meet
te, the full Jùapai's apl)Ual.

God's providence gives this test te His Church. Had China moved
-first, how prodigious-- iould hiave been the demaud! fias the chuarcli
enloughI of cousecration and faith to minister to the ieeds of that
miglity empire? *Would it :elld its missionaries by thousaids, and. its
Monley by millions? But it is not China; it is Japan. The ealu is net
for nIen by thousaudsý, but by tens. Thus dees God first test His Churcli;
and as the church responds Hie wiII grant it rielh reward by grantinlg
wider fields aiid grander hiarvests i the lands beyond.

Let us sum up thc- lessons taught by the story of God's dealings lu
Japan.

1. Wlien G-odl reveals fis power, the strongest, walls; fail fiat before
Ris people; and God )works in Our day as miauifestly as in the times of
Ris ancieut, Chuircl.

2. The wonders of God's power demand obedient fOllowing, faith,
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