94 JAPAN AND FOREIGN MISSIONS. |Fes.,

missionaries. They excel also in their success in gathering converts
into the church. Many of their men are of good social position, well
educated, zealous, faithful, devoted. Some of them have labored for
years and have gathered much fruit for the Muster. They are work-
men who need not be ashamed. Not since apostolir times have the ele-
ments of a strong, national church been so soon gathered. When we
consider the rapidity of the growth, the completeness of church or-
genization, the number and quality of the ministers, the readiness of
the people to give, we conclude that God now grants His grace as freely
as to His servants of old.

We anticipate the conclugsion of fc-eign missionary labor by the close
of this century. Not thet Japan will then be Christian, or that all
who dwell in the land will know the story of redemption. But we be-
lieve that in thirteen years more Japan will cease to be foreign mis-
sionary ground. Thenceforth the preaching of the Cross will be the
Home Missionary work of the Japanese church. The church will be
widely cstublished, well trained, well led, equipped for its work, and,
under God, able and willing to carry the enterprise to a triumphant
completion.

The missions in Japan ask the churches of the United States for re-
inforcements. First of the great heathen empires Japan turns to
Christ. In our own day we sce this church formed on its foreign soil.
The work is not of the future~ -now it must be carried to its end. The
rapidity of growth, the quick extension of the church, makes rein-
forcement imperative. The church must be guided, taught, aided.
Church buildings must be erected, colleges, seminaries and theological
schools equipped, and all the organization of varied Christian work
completed. These years are ours, but soon the opportunity will pass.
1t cannot be that the church will not respond; it cannut be that enough
of its abounding wealth of men and money will not be given to miect
to the full Japan’s appeal.

God’s providence gives this test to Iis Church. Had China moved
first, how prodigions would have been the demand! Has the church
enough of consecration and faith to minister to the needs of that
mighty empire? Would it send its missionaries by thousands, and its
money by millions? But it is not China; it is Japan. The call is not
for men by thousands, but by tens. Thus does God first test His Church H
and as the church responds He will grant it rich reward by granting
wider ficlds and grander harvests in the lands beyond.

Let us sum up the lessons taught by the story of God’s dealings in
Japan.

1. When God reveals His power, the strongest walls fall flat before
His people; and God works in our day as manifestly as in the times of
His ancient Church.

2. The wonders of God’s power demand obedient following, faith,




