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knows that he is called upon to forin a judgmient apart f roin bis
owvn feelings and einotions-a, jutiginent, in wh1at lie conceives to
be the initerests of society at large. How is such a judgîneut, so
ineces'sary in our tinie with its conflict of personal opinion and its
inereased responsibility for the individual citizen-how is sucb a
judgnient to be fornied ? It i obvious that it car. only be based
on a elpar knowie<lgre of f<wcts, ait appreciation of their sequence
and relative signiticance. The facts, once class'itied, once under-
Stood, the judgnllenlL baQed upon thiein ourdit to be independent of
the individual nîind whicb e\ainines thein.

Is there any other sphei e, oubside that of ideal citizenship, in
wbich there is habituai us;e of tliis niet.bod of classifying facts

and. orit ](rinent.s upon them ? For if there be, it cannot
fail to be sugg(-eýtiveéis to methods of eliminatingt individual bias
and ougbit to be one of the best training grtotndls for citizensbip.
The classification of facts and the formation of absoltutejtudgments
upon the basis of this, classification is peculiarly the scope and
inethiods of mîodern science. The scientifie inan bas above al
thingrs to aitm at seif-elirnination in bis judigui,.nts, to provide an
argumiient which is as true for each individual minci as for bis
own. The clsssiticatiox of facts, the recognition of their
seq tence and relative sigfliticanfCC is the f unction of science, and
the habit of formiing a judginent upon these facts, unbiased by
personal feeling is characteristic of wvhat is terrned the «"scientific
frame ofi niind." The scientitic inetbhod of examining facts is
flot peculiar to one clas'; plienomnena and to one clauss of w'orkýing';
it is applicable to social as well ws to physical problemns, and we
niust carefully gumard agrainst suipposing that the scientifie. frame
of mind is a peculiarity of the professional scientist.

Now this frame of mind seeins to nie an essential of good
citizensbip, and of the several ways in whichi it can be acquired,
few surpass the careful study of some one brancb of natural
science. The insight into met.bod and the habit of dispas-sionate
investigation wVbich follow froin acquainitance Nvith the scientifie
clas.sification of even sorne small range of natural facts, grive the
mnrd an invahiable power of deziling with many other classes of
facts as the occasion arises. 1I(Io not believe that thi ,power can
best be acquired by giving a student a sniattering of many
sciences. Our true aii sbould be to imparb an application of
method rather than. niere knowledIge of facts. And this is fat- more
readily achieved I)y coticentrating the sttudent's attention on a
sinall range of pbienoniena than by leading b im in rapid and
supý.rficiaI .survey over wvide hields of knowledge.

I should carefully state that I arn only praising the scientific;
habit of mind, and suggrestingt one of the methods by which it
niay be cultivated. No assertion is made tbat tho man of science
is necessarily a good citizen, or that a student's judgment upon
social or political questions will certainly be of -weigehlt, becauise
lie bas read few scientific text books or performed a few


