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and confusion, inqEuired-" Wlereforc do ye
come-and wvhY do ye seekc me'?" 1I brou=ghIt
ye a snow-baIl befbre," said she, "for your
rent-I bring ye a bannock nov ;" and she
took the bannoekc ftrm the basket and placed
it before him. "Wma, added lie, "<are
ye really as demantit as 1 thought ye but
feigned to lie when ye san.- before the ivin-
dow? "''The proolVo the bannock," replied
Margaret, " will lie in the breaking of it."'

'Then, goodivife, it ivill not lie easily pro-
ved," said he-and he took the bannock and
with sonie difficulity broke it over his hunea ;-
but wheîî he heheld the golden coins that
were kneaded througli it, for the first, per-
haps the last and only ime in his existence,
the Earl of Lauderdale burst into tears end
exclaimed- Well, every bannock las iLs
rnaik, but the bannock o' T.ollhshill! Yat,
kind as ye lae'been, tha gold is ueias-s to
ane that groans in hopeless captivity."

e2 ours las been a long captivity," said
Margaret, " but it is not hopeless; and if
honest Generai Monk is tolie trustad, froîn
%vhat he tauld me not three days by-ana,
before a week go round ye wilt ha at liberty
to go abroad, and there the bannock o' Toi-.
lishui may lie of use.",

The wonder of Lauderdaie increased, ani
le replied-

99 bonk wilt keephis word-but what mean,
ye of hinaT'

And she related to hims the interview they
had had with the Generat by the way.--
Lauderdale took hier hand, a ray of joy and
hope spread over Ilis face, and lie added-

"Neyer shail ye rue the baking o' the ban-
nock, if auld times comas back again."J

Margaret left the Tower, singring as she
bad entercd it, and joirued her husýband,whom
âhe found Ieaning over the railing around the
rnoat and anxiously waiting lier retur.-
They spent a few days more in London, to

rest and to, gaze upon its ivondere, and agar
set out upon their journey to Tollishili..
Generat Mlonk remembered his promise..
within a week the Earl of Lauderdae wa
liberatcd, with permission to go abroad, au
there, as Margaret had iiutimated, lie fouÈ
the bannock oi*Toilishili of service.

A feîv more years passed rounid, duflq
which old ThomasHardiestill prospered,b,,î
during those years the Commonwealth caat
to an end, the King was recalled, and witl
hlm, as one of lis ch; ef favourites, returWe
the Earl of Lauderdale. And whien lie ai,
rived in Scotiand, clothed with power, ilau.
ever else he forgot, he remembered the baf
nock of Tollisli. Arrayed in what migbi
have passed as royal state, and attendedby
fifty oUhis Iollowers, he rode iii princelyporar
to the dwelling ofThomas Hardie and Mi-
side Maggy, and when they came forth ý,
meet him, he dismountcd, and drewv forth a
costly silver girdie of strange workmnanshý
ami fastened it round her jimp waist, sayins

"'Wear this, for now it is my tura tobe
grateful, and for your husband's lire, aud
your life, and the life of the generation a.%.
ye " 1(for they had children) " ye shall à
rent free on the lands ye now farm. For,
truly, every lannock had its maik but L),
bannoc< o' Tollishili."1

Thomas and Margaret fait their heartt
full to express their thanks, and are thl
could speak, the Earl, mounting his hoi-*
rode towards Thirlestane, and his followes,
waving their bonnets, sbouted-" Long lIW,
Midside Maggy, queen ofTollLqhull."

Sudh is the story of the bannock o' Toll,
hli; and it is only nacess-ary to add, fibr à1
information of île curions, that 1 believtu
silver girdie may be seen usait this day à
the naighbourhood of Tollishili, and in t&
possession of a descendant of Midside Mgim
to wshom it waS givefl.


