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shotild lie entirely under lier direction ; but lie insisted o
the privilege of rearing- their tirst-born, Aminadab, accord
ing 10 his own notion-; of propriely. in1 lithoe more than
year, Mrs Sharp 4~came the mother of anollier boy. Sh
reîmnded her husband of his agreement, almost as soon a
she licard ils life-cry ; and, in the joy of his heart, lie so
lemnly ratified the engageuiient, conceding, in aIl things, I
lier wisbesq, eveis in the malter of baptism. Litle Amîna
dab bail neyer been baptized, for, as Mr Sharp juslly ob
served, lie had neyer been baptized himself, an d he nove
nîeant 10 lie ; but he had golten on pretly well in the world
indeed he lookeul upon evt-ry kind of lîaptisni, as a sectariaî
Ihing. Little Joel, for that was the namne chosen by Mrs
Sh)aîp, in honour of hem- father, was in due lime given 10 thi
Loraf in baptismn.

lb was a favonîjue notion ivith Mr Sharp, that boys wer
put to their learning at mucli too early a period. Amina
dab %vas permitted 10 jun at large until lie was eight year:
old. At lengtlî, by the earnest persuasion of Mis Sharp, ie~
hutsband wvas provailed on to commit him to the care e
Ma'am Wilkins, wvho wvas accordingly sent for le thie house
anI, in the presence uf her intended charge, received par.
ticular instructions neve- to break the 11111e fellow's spirit.
by the application of the roui. "eIf study sbouhd not agree
with him,"1 said Mr Sharp," ccIe hlm do as he pleases pretty
mucli. Lea ve the matter to nature, %vhicb is the true guide
afler aill I'u'e gotten on pretty well in lthe world, as you
see, Ma'am Wilkins, and 1 was left prelly mucli 10 myseif.
Making boys study azainst their wills is going against na-
bure, and Ibis newfangled businesv of whipping chuluiren, in
my opinion, is îîothing but a sectarian thting.*" Ma'am
Wilkins wvas loc discreet, bo permit an exhibition of lier
owuî notions of discipline to disturb the hîappy relation, snb-
sisting between berself and so important a man as lWr Sharp.
She accordingly patbed Aminadab on the bead, and express-
ed the high satisfaction she enjoyed, in the prospect of ho-
coining bis instructress. As suie rose Ici bake lier departure,
il vas a wonder, that she did not throw the wvlole tea-ser-
vice dowvn upon the floor; for Aminadab had contrived to
pin the table clotb to ber govn ; and, as it was, she werut
off wi-h a large vellowv marigold in her bonnet ivhich wvas
not noliced by Mrs Sharp, tli Ma'am Wilkins was haîf
acros3 the cernmon. Every judicious parent wvill agree,, that
Aminadab was richly entîied to a smart wvbipping, or an
utquivaleiit lin some other form. "eThe boy will be ruined,"ý
said Airs Sharp. "eif lie goes unpunished for this."1-" 'et
tuim alone, my dear,"1 said lier husband, wlîo sat shaking
hiS sides witli laugliter, "lib is only another evidenco of bis
genius. Sncb a child requires but littho teaching. He'Ill
lie a self-mnade man, mark my words. I uuçed to cuit snch
capers myself, whlen I was a boy, and yeb you see, my
dear, I've golten along pretly weli in the wvorhd."-

Maa Wilkins had net much reason te flatter berseif
uipon the acquisition of a new pupil in btue person of Masler
Aminudah Sharp. The incident of the table-cloîi wvas an
inauspicions ounen ; and thie discovery, wbich was not made
tihl she reached ber home, that she bad been -parading npon
Clatteivilhe common, w-ibli a large yellow inarigold in the
back of ber bonnet, afforded no very favourable prognoslic.

The missionary cause had become a subject of very con-
siderable interest with the more serions people of bbc vil-
lage ; and Mrs Sharp was particularly desirous of proamot-
in- ils welfare. Unfertunalely lier hnsband had formed an
opinion against il. &G Wlia is thie use,"ý said he, ce of wasî-
ing money upion people, ivhom we den't know and don't care
for, aI the other end of the world ?"-,euThey are oui- fellowv-
craues-- said Mrs Sharp," ccbhey bave seuls le lie saved,
and we can send tbemn bibles and missionaries, wbich may
prove the means of salvation.-" Cliarity begins at home,"Y
lie reipied.-"l Well, my dear,"1 she rejoined, ccthere are
home missions, Ici wbicb yonr charity wili be directed, if you

n prefer it."l-" 1 don't prefer any thing about it,"9 sait] Mr
- Sharp. cgI've sludied the subject to the bottorù ; mark my
a wvorcs, if it don't turn out a sectarian thing."1

eIn a fortnight, Ma'am Wilkins became entirely satisfled,
8' that she must give up the school in Clatterville or Amina-

dah Sharp. He was flot only a privileSed character, but
0 hein- conscious of his own impunity for ai his offences, lie
- did precisely as lie pleased ; he encouraged the bad boys,

-and terrified the good oies, uîîtil he became, to the very
r letter, a praise bo evil-doers, and a terror to those that did
;well. She addressed a respectful note to Mr Sharp, i nformn-

n in- him that she could no longer be mistress, white Amina-
*dah was mnaster. Aminadah was accordingly withdrawn,

e Air Sharp being- perfectly satisfied that the school ivas al-
together below I he level of the boy's capacity. Afler a

e twelvemonlh of idleness, he was sent to the public school.
- Il was about this period, if I rememnber rightly, that Mrs

s Sharp becamne gyreatly interested in the success of an auxil-
r iary bible society, in wvhich several of lier respectable friends
f were earnestly enoeaged. She desired the pecuniary aid of

lier husband.-"i go a cent," said Mr Sharp; cc knowjust
how this thing was goiten u,) ; 1 know who was -at the bot-
tom of it al; it's a sectar-ian lhing."

Little Joeli, in aIl his early indications of character, pre-
sented the closest resemblance to his eIder brother. He

>was a sprightly and rather a rnischievous child. but docile,
good tempered, and manageable. Mrs Sharp availed lier-
self of ai lier vested rights, by virlue of the compac t with
lier hustiand, to bring up little JoeI in the way lie should
.o. She watched over him wilh unabating solicitude.
From lus earliest hours she had lauoeht and accuqtomed hirm
to prayer ; and he had now attained an age,, wlien she con-
ceived it 10 be prop.er to tirge her husband to establish the
practice of famnily devotion. "e Wife,"l said he, "eyou and
Joel may pray as much as you have a mind to. As for my-
self, tbough the thing, may he well enough in itself, 'IlII
have nothing to do with il, it's a sectarian thing. Accord-
ingly, Mis Sharp was in the habit, morning 'and evening, of
taking littie Joel int ber closet, and offering up their pray-
ers and tbanksgivingz bo Almighty God.

The most excellent maxims, like the sharpest tools, are
capable of incalculable mischiefunskilfully employed. The
accessionî of unexpected wealth,, the opportunity for induig-
ing in any of theluxuries of life, long withheld and sud-
denly presented, are frequently followed by consequences
of the most ruinous character. Mr Sharp was perfectly
salisuied of thme truili of tbis position ; but hovi strange an
application he made of the principle, when he gave ardent
spirits ta litIle Arninadab, te accustom the child ta their
graduai employmen!, and as the means of preser-ving 1dm
from habile of intemperance. It is scarcely necessary 10
state, that lie looked upon the whele temperance reforma-
lion as a sectarian thing. Hle wvas singularly irritable,
wvhenever the subject was introduced,, and has been heard t0
affirm, wilb great violerce of manner, that lie would sooner
cnt off his rigbt band, thau employ it in signing a tempe-
rance pleuige. Parson Moody, wbo was a higbly respect-
able clergyman, had been earneslly requested by Mrs
Sharp, to converse with ber busband on the %ubject; for sbe
bad lalely become somewbat alarmed at bis daily and in-
creasing indulgence. Parson Moody was a consistent ad-
vocale of the temperance cause. He had resolved,, before
God, ta abstain fromn the use of spirit, and he had no scruples
against giving an outward and visible sign of that resolti-
lion before man. He had therefore signed the pledge of
the temperance society. He was net of that number, ivho
strain at the gnaî, after iiaving swallowed and digested
every inch of the camel. To be sure, a mng bis paris hon-
ers, there were two weaithy distillers and severa intluen-
tiaI grocers and relailers ; but tbere were few clergymen,
les* likely te be diverted from the performance of any duty,


