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rcspondilig go its furst issemnination,
hanve beeu gli:tLcc throîîghont Ille
Cliurc, Dnt] popish d:îrklicel dli.ssipatcd,
like the slhndLs of iiîlt kdore th~e radi-
auce of, lte aiu. N': lte Overthroiw of
.he obstacles whIie1u have stoil) the
way of itE, luitherto, oîilv partial pro-
gutess, is ns wvonterful as tie rceinval of

thfccal, be wlîicI olistmact iLs uuîn'cur-
FUI propagation. Even were il allier-
w.iutc, lucre arc still no0 limnils tu divine
piowcr; and if sucli a gloriaus result as
ive spcak of lie in thc luigluest degrc
wolthy Of God-SuICh US Miglie hoCX-
pcctcd from his Mnercy; if it bc a tri-
umph of Clhristianity, suitable to ils
oiigin and invaluable blessings; andi,
above ail, if' it lie predicted in Scripturc,
-JI doubt and unbelicf slîould ývanish.
Whiat is impossible with man, ie possi-
ble with God. The power %viiiich is
lcsgued witli Christianity, is divine, andi
therefore perfeetly adequate to accom-
plishi such a result. iiNot by mniglit, nor
by power, but by niy spirit, saith the
Lord of hnsts." In this the religion
that lias Goti for its author, cliffer6 from
ail others, that'%VllilC the latter cRn tri-
umiph only over a certain mneasure of
opposition, obstacles and lindrances
are nothiag to that supreme power to
wluicil the Gospel owes eqltally, its ori-
gin, cor.tinuanceand progress. Whule
the succese of otiter religious systeins
depends ivholly opon circuimstances, the
most unfavourable aspect of theeafforde
no g round for despairingr of titis cause;
for that supemnalural agency which is
involved in the very existence of Chris-
tianity, lies only to be brought to bear
upon them, andti hey become as thougli
they w~ere not. When we think of the
rmighty obstaclces which obstruiet the
universal spread ef the Gospel, we arc
apt to despair. IVe see flot Jîow every
vaIIey canri e exalteti, and every motin-
tain and buill cari be <nRde joi; hir the

crook-et coni be matie straiglit, Undti Ui
roughi places plan. Mre sec IHeatliei
idolntry entwiuued arouutidUtceaDirections
Of itS VOtUties. bY itls Stu'sCrVie.-cy tu
their Imuts, en.sluwiig Ilîcun by supersti-
lion, Undi nîmoet illnpregnable to thc
aseaulis of tmuth througlî un intractable
ignorance Und barboirism; tige 1àrnllorn-
r cînu imposture, tîurturaing in its dupes
a luatreti of idolatry, and arming tliem
ngair.st ChristianitY, which, from its
doctrine cf tue Triiiity, il represents as
idolatrous, white its pure precepte for-
ther excuse their dhsflie ns Blaves
of sensuality. Wc sec popcry dazzling
nien tirouigli the mediumn cf tire son-
ses, favouring by its indulgence the
practice of vice, Und having a firm
luold on its followers througli the influ-
ence of superstitious fear. WVe sec
the ùollowers of Jewiesh In6idelity,whie
inveterate and almost insuperable preju-
dices againet the Gospel, may bie esti-
mated by the sacrifices they subinit to,
in preference to espotisingr Chiristianity.
WVc sec, in addition to these gecat bar-
riers to the progressof tmullu, despotisin
in v'arions forme, ivitlu its ]îost ofeselfisli
iiiterests andi passions: andi in the con-
templation cf this formilable arrny or
obstacles, %ve are apt to abandon the
cause in iepair. fluttwe sioulul, when
se disposeti, recollect hlaI lthe Spirit of
God ibas onilv te mneve over the face of
this moral chaocs, andi order nud benuty
wvilI hoe educeti froni its darbacess and
confusion. lie lias ouily to pronotunce
the word, andi tire regien andi shadow of
dealh ivill ho illuminated i ith celcalial
liglit. The progress whlti thc Gos-
pel lias alrcady made--its ditscmîniatioln,
te a certain extent, in every quarter of
lthe globe-le ah once an encouragement
and pletige of its universal diffusion.
Andi that expansive benevolence whlich ut
inspires-iuat desire il ercitet. in tliose
%vlio shoare itfl blegiiuîgg. tu extenti tu


