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responding to sts first dissemination,
bave been diflused  throughout the
Church, and popish darkness dissipated,
like the shades of night hefore th:e radi-
ance of” the sun. No: the overthrow of
the obstacles which have stood in the
way of its, hitherto, ouly partial pro-
gress, is as wonderful as the removal of
theec can be which obstruct its univer-
sal propagation. Even were it other-
wise, there are still no limits to divine
power; and if such & glorious result as
we speak of bein the highest degree
worthy of God—such as might be cx-
pected from his mercy; if it be a tri-
umph of Christianity, suitable to its
ouigin and invaluable blessings; and,
above ally if it be predicted in Scripture,
all doubt and unbelief should vanish,
What is impossible with man, is possi-
ble with God. The power which is
jeagued with Christianity, is divine, and
therefore perfectly adequate to accom-
plish such a result. «Not by might, nor
by power, but by my spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts.” Ia this the religion
that has God for its author, differs from
all others, that while the latter can tri-
umph only over a certain measure of
opposition, obstacles and hindrances
are nothing to that supreme power to
which the Gospel owes equally, its ori-
gin, continuance,and progress. While
the success of other religious systewns
depends wholly upon circumstances, the
mostunfavourableaspect of these,afforde
no ground for despairing of this cause;
for that supernatural agency whichis
involved in the very existence of Chris-
tianity, has only to be brovght to bear
upon them, and they become as though
they were not. Vhen we think of the
mighty obstacles which obstruct the
universal spread of the Gospe), we are
apt to despair. We eee not how every
valley can be exalted, and every moun-
tain and hill carn be made low; how the
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crooked can be meade straight, and the
rough places plain. ' We see Heathen
idolatry entwined around the affections
of its voturies, by its subserviency to
their Justs, enslaving them by supersti-
tion, and almost impregnable to the
assaults of truth through an intractable
ignorance and barbarism; the Mahotn-
ctan imposture, nurturing in its dupes
a hatred of idolatry, and arming them
against Christianity, which, from its
doctrine of the Trinity, it represents as
idolatrous, while its pure precepts far-
ther excuse their dislike as elaves
of sensuality. We sve popery dazzling
men through the medium of the gen-
ses, favouring by its indulgence the
practice of vice, and having a firm
hold on its followers through the infiu-
ence of superstitious fear. We see
the followers of Jewish Infidelity,whose
inveterate and almost insuperable preju-
dices against the Gospel, may be esti-
mated by the sacrifices they submit to,
in preference to espounsing Christianity.
We see, in addition to these g-cat bar-
riers to the progressof truth, despotism
in varions forms, with its host of selfish
juterests and passions: and in the con-
templation of this formidable array of
obstacles, we are apt to abandon the
cause in despair. But we should, when
go disposed, recollect thut the spirit of
God has only to move over the face of
this moral chaos, and order and beauty
will be educed from its darkness and
confusion. He has omly to pronounce
the word, and the region and shadow of
death will be illuminated with celestial
light. The progress which the Gos-
pel hasalready made—its dicsemination,
to a certain cxtent, in every quarter of
the globe—is at once an encouragement
and pledge of its universal diffusion,
And that expansive benevolence which it
inspires—that desire it excites. in those
who sharc its blessings, to extend to



