
THE CAXADIAN

VOL. VI.] TORlONTO, APRIL 1, 1859. [No. 4.

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CIIUICII IIISTOIRY.

RY THE :REV. DR. FE BRIER, CALEDOIA.

Ail -along the United Presbyterian Church niight be cousidered a
Iloin Mission. 1\u1C11 Was done by each Of its constituent parts, in
their separate state, to extend the knowledge of Evangelical trutli
throughout Scotlland and the other parts- of the LUnited Ringdom.
'Wherever an opening appeared, especially where Alinisters of the
Established Church seemed to be negl,,ectingr their duties, it was em-
braced as a suitable field of operation, and many Congregations were
thus formed in Scotland, as Well as in. much of England and Ireland.
Occasional appointments were made of Ministers to visit the H.igl-
lands and other destitute regions to proclaiin the Gospel, and this
gave opportunity to multitudes to hear it, who had seldomn or neyer
in ail their life been favoured 'with such a privilege. fI was not,
howeyer, tili more recent times that systematie and constant efforts
were- made to supply the spiritual wvants of the people, not only in
rural parts of 'Fhe country, but in large town s and cities, It became
coxumon to êmnploy town and city Missionaries, and to embrace
renioter and less populous districts Pby means of catechists and other
itinerant messengers of the glad tidings of Salvation. These efforts
.were m'uch blessed, and have been at ).cngth organized into a regrular
system of Hbome Mlissionary effort.

In the year 1848 au overture was trausmitted. to the Synocl by the
-Prësbytery -of GalloNvay, suggesting the propriety of employing a
select baud of ordainedl Evangelists to be exelusively employed. iii. the
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