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Che @hild-like Belicver.

JUNE 18, MARK 1X, 33-50-
Golden Text, Ismiah 57 : 15,

€

CAOMPARE Matthew 18 : 1, 4 ; Luke 9 : 46-50.

X, Afterleaving Caesarea Phillippi, Jesus crossed
the Jordan into the northern part of Galilee, re-
mained there a short time, and then returned to
Capernaum, intending thence to go to Jerusalem.
On his arnval at Capernaum he was called upon to
pay the temple tix, when he sent Peter to find the
moncy in the fi-R’s mouth, Matt. 17: 24-27 Vvs.
33-37, Dring 1n the house—Peter's honse, prob-
ably, he took the opportunity privately to teach his
disciples an important Iesson.  He knew what
they had been disputing about by the way  Ewi-
dently their ideas of the nature of his Kingdom
were altogether wrong.  They still imagined it was
to be a temporal one and already they were can-
vassing their claims for promotion to ‘‘office.”
Sitting down, he gave them an *‘object lesson”
which doubtless they never forgot. Matthew ren-
ders it more fally, ch. 18 :3. It was not the com-
parative tonorance of chillhood that was com-
+:ended ; they were to cultivate the pusity, truth-
fulness, simplicity, sincerity, and docility of little
childres. ¥ Cor. 14:20. Vvs. 38-41. John's incie
dental remark suggested by the use of *‘my name ”
in v. 37, gives a new turn to the conversation and
was quickly seized upca by Christ as the ground of
another lesson needed by the disciples, one of uni-
versal application, but which professing Christians
in all ages have been very slow to apprehend —
namely, that bigotry and exclusiveness are contrary
to the mind of Christ.  Fovéid Aim not. The man

mn question, for all John knew, was a disciple of| s

Christ. The success that attended his ministrations
in the form of casting out devils should have con-
vinced John that he was no imposter, but rather
cue whom he should have encouraged as a co-
laborer, see Matt. 23:8-10. The spirit of true
religion is shown in a readiness to recoguize good
dune by others, whether belonging to vur own de-
nemination or mot.  Guard against the habit of
fauit-fioding. vs. 42-50  What follows has no
recessary connection wiih the reproof addressed to
John, but is rather & continuation of the subject
previous to uis interruption.  Whosoever shall of-
fend—shall cause to stumble : referring to the bad
effect which such disputes as they had been en-
gazed in would have upon others who naturally
hioked to the disciples for an example of humility.
Letter that a midl stone &c—1thus he would at ieast
escape the responsibiity of causing others to sin.
and the world would be better without him. 77
thy hand offend thee—objects dear as a right eye
and useful as a right hand are to be parted with "if
they interfere with the complete surtender of our-
selves to Christ.  Sins of the hand, such as forgery,
stealing, murder ; sins of the eye—lusting and
coveting 5 sins of the foot—qoing into forbidden
way., must all be abandoned if we would enter
ity lfe eternxl.  Every ome must be salted with fire
—“ Every follower of mine must expect to uniergo
an ordeal of suffering”~~No cross, no crown ! 1 Peter
4: 12, 13. Hove salt in you~sclves—cultviate
the-c graces that will keep you from temptation
; 22d that will make you a blessing to alt with whom
| you come in contact,

S ZLesson on Bome,

MARK X ; 1-16
Golden Text, Psalms ror : 2.

@0MPARE Matt. 19 :?-x 4; Luke 18 :15-17.
X Four months probably intervened between
this lesson and the lat one, during which many of
the most ing;mnt events in our Lord’s history
transpired. me of these are mentioned by John;
¢. g. the visit of our Lord to Jerusalem, ch. 7 :8-10:
the cure of a blind man, 9 :1-41; she mising of
Lazarus, 11 :11-46. V. 1. From themce—i. e. from
Capernaum. This was his final departure from the
city where he had wrought so many of his *‘ mighty
works.,”  Itisnoticed in Matt. 19 ; 1, and there is a
beautiful reference to it in Luke 9 : §5.  7%e Coast
of Fusea—anciently called Perea, on the east side
of Jordan, extending from the Dead Sea to the
Sea of Galilee. 45 He was went—a fine tnbute to
tlim who ever went about doing good. V. 2.
Tempting Him—seeking to entrap Him into some
expression of opinion whereby tgey might accuse
Him of heterodoxy. ‘‘Among the questions of
that time none was ebated more freely by the
nival schools of the Raobis than the subject of di-
vorce. One party contended that a man could put
away his wife for any cause,—if he had seen some
one he hked better, or even because of her
having cooked a dinner badly ; the other, held that
divorce couid ouly be obtained for a breach of the
seventh commandment.  If it were possible to get
Jesus to pronounce in favour of either, thr Mostility
of the other would be roused.” Jesus rcfers them
to the Mosaic law. They reply that the law of
Moses was not so strict after all, Deut. 24:1. V.
Our Lord’s answer does not justify the alleged
laxity.  In the peculiar state of society at that
nume, the particular clause cited was the best that
could be enforced upon a confessedly immoral
people : that is all.  *“But from the beginning it
was not so,” Matt. 19:8. V. 6. God never in-
tended that the family relationship should be amere
matter cf convenience or caprice, to be dissolved
at th= pleasure of a2 heartless husband, it was de-
signe. to be permanent, and a blessing to the hu-
man race ag long as the world should last. V. 10,

To his disiples, at their own request, he expounds
the matter more fully in private, re-iterating what
he had said in his sermon on the Mount, and what
has always been the law of God. Vs, 13. 14. The
conversation takes a pleasant change. A beautiful
custom led pareats to bring their children at
a very early age to the synagogue that they rught
receive the blessings of the elders. They were thus
brought, also, to any Rabbi of reputed sancity, in
accordance with old patriarchal usage. Gen. 48,

14, and before this had likely been brought to Jesus
for hiz benediction.  The disciples, as they had of-
ten done, refmked the intrusion, as they deemed it

Jesws was aisglessed—or as m N. V. * was moved
with indignation.” It was an affront put upon the
children.  The disciples thought #4¢y could get no
pood from him. He dispels that delusion, and ac-
cords even /nfanss a status in his church, thus teach-
ing a principle we are too apt to uverlook—that the
children « f Christian pirents are, as such, members
of His Church, Acts 2 39. V. 15. Nay, more,
the Apostles themselves must sg:w 3 hamble,

Jury 2.

trustful, child-like spirit,



