
THE PRESBYTERIAN RE~CORD.

Zkt <bild-lUc 'Ati~er.
JUNE 19. MARK lx, 3350-

Galdtn Text, b.aiahS7:,rS.

,OMPARE Matthew 18 :1,4; Luice 9 46-50.
V~After leaving Caesarea Philippi, Jesui crQssed

thejordan int the northerui part of Ga.liiee, re-
inained there a bhort Urne, and then returned to
Capernaum, intciiding thvnce to go to jerusalem.
Oià bis arrnval at Capernaum he was called upon to
pay thse temple t ix, mwhen he sent Peter to finui the
moncy ini li;e fiA's niouth, Matt. 17:- 24-27 VS.

33-37, Beineg ins the /îouse-Peter's house, prob-
abIy, he took the opportunity privately ta teachbhis
disciples an important losson. fle knewr what
they had been dîsputing about by the waY vi
dently iheir ideai of te nature of bis, Kingdomn
were aitogether wrong. They still imagizced il was
to be a temporal one and aiready they were can-
vassing tlîtir clainis for promotion to '«office."
Sitting down, he gave thema an Ilo5ject lesson "
wvhich doubte.ý they neyer forgot. Matthew ren-
îiurs it more faily, ch. 18 .3. IL was flot the comn-

p1ara.tive îý:,wrance of chilihood that was cous-
en1ded ; they were to cultivate the purity, truth-

fu!nes;, simnplicity, sincerùty, and docilîîy of littie
chiidreit. t Cor. 14 :.20. VS. 38-41. John's inci-
dentai rerrark suggested by thse use of "n -,a-e-
in v. 37, gives a new turn to the cl)nveration ansd
was quickiy seizedul a y Christ as the ground of
another lesson needed by the disciples, one of uni-
,vetsal application, but which professing Christians
in ail ages have heen very slow to apprehend -
n.umely, that bigotry and exclusiveness are contrary
to the mind of Christ. Fû'-.idàimnot. Therman
in question, for ail John knew, was a disciple of
Christ. 'fhe success that attended bis ministrations
in the form of casting out devils sbould have con-
vinced John that Le was no imposter, but rafter
ýUe 'whom lie chould hive encouraged as a co-
laborer, sec Matt. 23 -8- 10. The spirit of truc
religion is rhcwn in a readiness to recognize good
dunie by others, whether helonging tuo ur own de-
n,.mination or not. Giud agailîst the haibit of
fault-fiuDfing. vs. 42-50 What foilows lias no
recessar connection wiLh the reproof addressed tu
John, but is rather a co;ntinuation of the subject
prev0ous to 'ais interruption. Whaeoeer sha Il of-
fe'îid-shall cause to stumble:. referring to the bad
tffect which such disputes as they had been en-
gagvd in would have upon others wbo naturally
I oked to thse disciples for an elxanpie of humility.
Féer t/lat a iiiii stone &'c-thus he would at ieast
escape the respon.ibiiy or csusing others to sin.
and the world wotild be better without himn. If
li, kand ofend tàee-objects dear as a uight eye
and useful as a right band are to bc parted with if
thty interfère with the couipiete borender of our-
Seives to Christ. Sins of the hand, sucis as forgery,
traing, murder ; sins of the eye-lusting and
covcting; sins of the font-going int,) forbiddtn
way.., mut ail be abandoned if we would enter
int ) ife em rn,. Ez'ery Pme musi be salted %Wi./fire

-"Every fllerof mine must eviptct to undvrgo
an ordeal ofsuffern"-No cross, no crown! 1 Pcter
4- 12, 13. Hav'e £Ol in Y014-eIzs-cultviattc
tise-( graces that wii keep you frous temptation
a.nd 1hat wiii make you a bleu--g to a* wita whom
Jeu come in contact,

JULY A. MAR& x 1-16
Gdd4i# Teri, Pusa'or iD: 2.

e 'ýOMPARE Matt. 19 -3-1 4; Luke ig :15-17.
.l Four months prob@bly intervened between

tbis lesson andI the lutI one, d cring which many of
the most impo)rtant eveuts in oum Lorcl's histoxy
transpied Some of these are mentioned byjohn;
e. g. thc vi*it of our Lord to jeusalem, ch. 7 :8-10:
the cure of a blind mran, 9 : 1-41; lte raisiug of
Lazarus, 11 :-11-46. V. i. Frein the-s.-e. front
Capernaum. This was his final departure from the
city where bce had wrought so oeany of his "lmighty

s.rî"It is noticed in Matt. i9 ; 1, and there is a
'e ,utifui referencur toil in Lukeg Si:. Tle Coast
of 7uoea-anciently callesI Pemea, on the east side
of Jordan, extending from thse DeasI Sea 10 the
Sýea of Galilet. Ar ç Ie uus. wen-a fine tribute 10
llim whù ever went about doing good. V. 2.
Tern/4ting IIi'n-seeking to entra p Iliintom suise
ex pression of opiniocn whereby they might accuse
Ilim of hetercKlozy. "Amiong the questions of
that titne none vas 'ehated mort freely by thse
rival schools of the Ra ibis than tLe subject of di-
vorce. One party contended that a mans couid put
away bis wife Ïor any cause,-îf he Lad seen anme
une he lîked better, or even because ocf ber
having cookd a dinner badly; -Lte other, heid that
divorce could ouly be obtained for a hreacb or the
eeventh commandraent. If it weme possible ta get
J esus to pronounce in favour of either, tho- hiostility
of the ather wouid be roused." jesus mcfers them
to thse Mosaie law. TLey repiy that thse law of
Moses was not so strict after aIl], Deut. 24 . . V.
s. Our Lord's answer does n justify the alleged
laxity. In the peculiar state of society at tha
lime, the particular clause cited was the best that
co)uld bc enforced upon a confessedly immoral
people:. tisat is aIL "But from tise heginniiig it
vas not so," Matt. 19: 8. V. 6. God neyer un-
tended tisat the fazuiiy relationship shocald >e a mere
malter of convenience or caprice, to be dîssolved
at th- pleasure of a he-artless husband, it was de-
sicýîîo. t<, he permanent, and a blessiug to the Lu-
man race aê long as the world sbould last. V. ta
To bis disiples, ai their own request, lie expounds
tise rnatter more fully in private, re-iterating what
be bail said in bis sermon on thse Mount, and wbat
ha;; aiways iceen the ixw of God. Vs. 13. 14. The
conversation taluta a pleasant change. A beautiful
customs led parents bo bring their chîldren at
a vemy eariy age to the synagogue that they migbt
receive the ble.ssings of the eiders. They were thus
brougisi, aiso, te, any Rabboi of reputed sancity, in
accordance witb olsI patriarchal usage. Gen. 48,
14, and hefore thia Lad1 likely been broughit tojesus
for bis henediction. The îl!scipics, as tjicy had of-
ten clone, re/'uked the intrusion, as tbey ileerued it
7ids was iiistýleasced-or as in N. V. *' was mcved
wiîb indignation?." It vas an affront put upon the
chiidren. The disciples thoug~ht thiv could get no
,,(>(x froua binai. He dispels tbat delusion, and ac-
cords even inf/ants a status in his churcb, thus teacb-
ing s principie we are too, apt to overlook-that thse
ctuldren f Chtistian pirents arc, as such, membesa
of 1ILq Church, Acis 2 39. V. - Nay, more,
the A<tfles theusselves Must 2hew a àAbi
trustful, cbiid-hikce spirit


