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to fashionable places, and were influenced
thereby rather than by the great truths on
which™ the Church is founded. Special
evangelistic services had been beld in many
of their churches, and great interest had
been awakened in the communities where
the services were held, and considerable ad-
ditions to the Church bad been the result.
As to the supervision of the people, minis-
ters generally visited once a year, whilst
others only visited the sick; qthere visit
twice, and sometimes three times. The
committece recommended not ouly the
preaching of Christ in the pulpit, but the
carrying of the gospel from door to door.
The eldership wag not made to do so large
a work as they might. Ounly one congrega-
tion reported they had no prayer meeting.
The prevailing sins were reported to be
worldliness, intemperance, pleasure-seek-
ing, levity, and Sabbath-breaking. Oae of
the great bhindrances to the spread of the
ospel is the crying tendency to resort to
od-dishonouring inethod: of raising money
for church purpsses, which some of our
churches have adopted. The evil of intem-
perance, the Committee believe to be on
the wane. Very few cases of breaches of
Church diseipline were reported, whether
because there were less infringements of the
rules of the Church, or less tend-ney toput
the rules in force, the Committee were un-
abletosay. The report concluded with an
expression of thanhfulness that the Church
wag prospermg, and that it had shown great
advancement during the year.

PrixcipaL Cavey moved the follow-
ing deliverance on the subject:

¢ That the Qencral Assembly receives the report,
and expresses it thanks to Almighty God for it,
and for the encouraging facts whichit reveals: but
especially for the increase of interest shown on the
part of Presbyteries in this great schemeo of the
Church, for the times of refreshiog vouchsafed to
many congregations, and the signs of spiritual life
observed around us, and in reference to the com-
plaiats, such as neglect of family worship, the small
share of labourtaken in the Church by many from
whom good services might be expected, the pre-
valence of sin in various forms, the large number
living without God, the General Assembly deplores
the eame, and appoints that in the devotions during
the Assembly. humble confession of thess sins be
made at the throne of heavonly grace, and that
supplications be made for o large measure of the
Holy Spirit, and that a Committee be appointed on
the State of Religion for the ensuing year.

This was seconded by Mr. Axpw. WiLsoy,
of Kingstoo. A discussion ofmuch intereat
arose, which continued to the. hour of ad-
journment. On Friday the discussion was
resumed, and resulted in the report being

recommitted.

@hird Bay.
The Assembly a{)pointed a Judicial Com-
mittee, to which allappeals, references,&c.,

before the Court were (after the reading of
papers) referred.

Rev. R. TorRRANOE presented a report from
the Committee that had charge of the dis-
tribution ot Probaticners in the Western
Section. After full discuesion, the report
was referred to & special Committee.!

HOME MISSIONS,

Friday evening was devoted to the all-
important work of Home Missions. The
Report for the ¢“Western Section’ was
presented by Dr. CocBRANE.

Allusion wae made to the prevailirg de-
preseion and its effects on receipts. The
usual grant of $1,200 bhas been made to
New Westminster, in British Coluwbia.

The operations of the Presbytery of Man.
itoba extended over a country measuring
750 wiles by 275. The demaunds of the
Presbytery are increasing with great ra-
pidity from year to year. The first statie-
tical Report of the Presbytery of Man toba
was made to the General Assembly in 1871.
‘There were then 1 self-sustaining coogre-
gation and 8 preaching stations, with 1 set-
tled pastor and 4 missionaries, including
the Foreiga missionary at Prince Albert;
the whole amount tur all purpises raired
in the Preshytery bemg $1 756 62. 1n seven
years this work has growa to be 2 gelf-sus.
taining congregations, 44 preaching stations,
which include 3 suppiewented charges and
a number more preparing for eettlement,
with 21 ordained minis erd and several cat.
echist<; while the whole amount contribu-
ted from local eources amounted during the
past year to eome $3,600 or $10,000.

PRINCE ALBERT.

This settlement has only duriag the past
year come uu ler the direstion of the Home
Mission Committee of the Church [tisa
settlement of some 600 people: there are
two commodious churches erected; and

reaching is maintained at five points.

t is greatly to be regreited that the Howe
Mission Cummittee had been unsble to find
4 missionary for this field afier the depar-
ture of the Rev. A Stewart in July last.
The whole work bas been tbrows on Rev.
D. C. Johnston, who is uuder the direction
of the Foreign Misgion Cowmittee, and who,
having the school as his first duty, could
only give partial attention to the Home
Mission work. The Prestytery is decidedly
of opiniou that unless rome more success
ful mode of obtainiog missionaries for these
igolated points ig fuund, pot oualy iadivi-
dusls but whole communities will be lost
to the Presbyterian Church.

BATTLEFORD.

This point is the present capital of the
Northwest Territories; the importance of



