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] The Cyoss.

Considerations on the Passion of Our
Lord.

CHAPTER L

A man from the lowest dregs of the
people was once accused of the crime
of treason. Being declared guilty of
having conspired against the state, and
ag'lmst the person of his sovereign, he
was condemned to the severest punish-
ment of the law, and the king swore
not to grant him his pardon. It was
necessary that his blood should flow,
in order to \\ipe away the outrage that
was offered to the majesty of the crown.

This monarch had an only son, the
object of his tenderest affections, and
the heir of his kingdom. The young
prince, hearing of the fate of this un-
fortunate suvject on the very day that
he was to be led forth to execution, was
moved with so ardent a desire to save
his life, that he formed the heroic reso-
lution of suffering in his place, in order
to deliver him from death. 1lle hasten-
ed to his father,and after having ob-
tained- from him a promise, under his
oath, to grant his request, he informed
him of his design, and conjured him to
allow him to be put to death instead of
his guilty subject. ‘T'he king was
stricken with astonishment at this un-
expected demand. His heart was rent
asunder with grief, and he shed an
abundance of tears. But he had sworn
a double oath.
the crime to escape with impunity, nor
refuse the life of the traitor to his son;
and-he was thus forced to give a con-
sent; which plunged bis paternal heart
in the most profound sorrow. Thisin-
roceat” victim asked another {avour,

—
which, as a dying request, his father,
notwithstanding his great reluctance,
could not refuse ; and this wasg, fo
adopt the guilty traltor in his place,and
to leave him the inheritance of his king-
dois.

The young prince set out for the place
of pumshment full of joy, and went to
announce to the real eulprit that he was
going to die in his place, and thereby
obtain, not only his pardon, but the
right of successicn to the kingdom. The
ouly return which he asked was, that
he should somectimes think of his bene-
factor, and repay him by a just aund
grateful affection for such prodigious:
love.

This unhappy wretch, careless of the
fate which asvaited him, was engaged
at the time in playing with his fellow-
prisoncrs. Ile did ot even condes-
cend to listen with any atteation te the
happy news; nay, at the very name of
the king’s son, he vomited forth a-tor-
rent of :eplmches against the young
prince.  Being delivered from his
chains, be ran with the multitude to
the public square.  He there beheld, -
with the utmost indifference, the gene-
rous prince, who was going to his ex-

He eould. not suffer;" A
b Irity to put to death him to whom he

ecution, in order to save him. All on
a sudden, being scized with an infer-
nal rage, he joined those who were in-
sulting his deliverer. He exceeded
there all in the outrages which he
heaped-upon him. Nay, like a demon,
he begged that he might be permitted
to take the place of the public execu-
tioner, and he actually had the barba-

owed his life.

O Christian souls, whose bosoms are
filled with tenderness and compassion,
methinks I hear vou exclaim, that this

lis but a rommance or a dream ; that the



