TBE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

Yew Lebrides.

'LETTER FROM MR. McKENZIE.
Eraxor, Erars,

Nov. 23rd, 188¢.
My D:ar My, Scott:

On the 14th inst. the Dayspring arrived
from Sydney. We had besn expecting
her for somo time, and could not imagine
what was detaining her. Being one of &
deputation appuinted to assist in erecting
« house for & new missionary, should one
arrive, I was prepared to go on board.
But although there woro three new mis-
sionaries the senson was too far advanced
to think of settling any of them, OQur
good ship had to be taken into dry dock
for repairs, hence she was sv latednres
turning to the Islands. Sheis now North
and will return for our mail in the course
of ten or twelve days.

Many thanks for your favor, as well as
for tho me{u;z‘ ReespyreERIAN and the
Curcoren's Recorp. My little boys are
very much pleased with the latter. You
are very happy in your selection of little
stories such as children like. I hopse your
CuiLpRrEN's Recorpd will have a wide cir-
culation, as it will be sure to interest the
youth of our church in the spread of
Christ's kingdom.

Ono thing you will be specially anxious
to hear from us at present is, whether our
wuork is affectel by the proceedings of the
Fronch. So far, they have not in any
way, to my knowledge, interfered with
the work, but if the latest reports of their
intentions are true, our prospects are any-
thing but cheoring. Unfortunately they
have their head-quarters on this island,
and they are now settled on all sides of us,
so that mere than most stations, ours will
be aftected by their movements. ’

A French military post, as you are
aware, was established on this island sume
months ago, ostonsibly to protect their
scttlers, but virtually, I believe, and in-
deed the settleis assert this, the figst step
towrds annexation!” I don’t believe'they
cver had the slightest idea of removing
their soldiers. 1 hope Y may be mistaken
in this, but present appearances do not
look as if I aw. et

You can imagine my feelings on being
inforied & wesk or two ago that French
priests aro to be scttled on Meli, part of
my fisld. I need not be informed, al-
though one of the French sottlers had the
Rinduess to tell me, that they will Lo op-
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osed to our wotk. Three Fronch fathers
ately visited the group in a man-of-war -
one of them, my informant said, was on
Aneityum in Dr. Geddie's time.

Whon on our way to Moli lust Sabbuth
o French man-of-war overtook vsin Pango
Bay. We supposed the priests were on
board, and we waited anxiously for some
time expocting they would* come ashorve.
She left early next morning for Havannah
Harbor, without visiting Meli, so wo are
atill left in doubs as to t%u truth of tho re-
port. She may land them on her return.

At present we ure all well, and the good
work is gradually advancing, Since meet-
ing of our Mission Syned in July, about
sixty heathen have joined us—part of
whom have moved from the interior and
settled at Bufa. More are soon to follow.
A number of the young men of Fila have
lately joined our candidates’ cluss. A few
weeks ngo the natives of that village com-
pleted a commogious and substantipl lime
church. With a contribution kindly for-
warded by Rev. Mr. Warden -from the
Sabbath school of Erskine Church, Mont-
real, I intend purchasing a bell for them,
and so instead of the beat of the heathen
drum of former years the sound of the
¢ church going bell” will be wafted across
the waters to the ships at anchor and the
homes of the planters around the harbor.

Our new church at this village is near
completion, When we get seats for it our
congregation will have quite a civilized
appearance. Thanks to the kindness of
the W. F. M. 8. of Durham, Pictou Co.,
Tam able to order seats to be brought
down next trip. As they have not ex-
pressed their wishes for any particular ob-
ject to which their contribution is to be
applied, I trust it will meet their approval
if [ use it for this object.

My stock of yods is gradually increasing.
A day or two after the death of the sacred
woman of Fila which took place about two
months ago, Ireceived two. One of them
i in the shape of a ringand is about three.
inches in dinmeter. It looks as if mado
from a large bivalve shell. It is fhe god

of Fila; and so Fila is won for Christ at

last. 1tis the strungest fortress on the
side of the island yet taken from the
enemy, and has endured a long siege.
And now with our united kind regards,
and with best wishes for your success in
Christ's cause, I renain,
Yours sincerely,
o J. V. McKevzie.



