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ease of Rochester, 80 miles distant, grave
doubts areexpressed by electricians as to the
possibility of profitably transmitting the pow-
or to that place. owing to the heavy loss in
transmission.  In view of the propoal to
transamit eleetrie power from Keewatin to Win-
nipeg. a distance of 180 miles. the opinion of
electricians upon the  feasibility  of electric
power transmission is of loeal intevest. 'Tho
Keewatin Power company has asked the Win-
nipeg eity conneil to vefrain from taking any
steps to dovelop the water power of the As-
siniboine viver at Winnipog, as the company
expeets to be ablein the near future to trans-
mit power to Winnipeg from their Keowatin
works,  However, il electricians are dubious
abont transmitting power from Niagara to
Rochester, it would seem heyond the power of
electrie science, as at present understood, to
suceessfully  transmit power sieh o long dist-
ance as is contemplated by the Keewatin Co.
Under these civenmstances, it is hardly reason-
able to expeet the Winnipeg city council to
delay the Assiniboine water power project, on
account of the proposal to transmit power to
this city from Keewatin,

IRRIGATION IN THE UNITED STATES,

One of the greatest questions in the United
States to-day is that of irrigation, The pub-
lic domain. outside of *he vast arid yegion in
the western and southwestern states, is about
exhausted. and the need of more land to open
for settlement is now being felt,  Attentionis
therefore turning to the reclamtion of the arid
country by means of irrigation. A national
irrigation congress has lately been in session
at Denver. in the state of Colorado, to con-
sider the Best plan of entering npon nrigation
work in @ comprehensive way.  The question
as to whether the arid Jands shonld be ceded
o the different states, and whether the waters
in arid regions should be under national con-
trol, were the mast important subjects debat-
ed at the congress,  The platform as discuss-
ed. provides that the gencral governmeat
legislate for the repeal of the desert land laws.
Phe withdrawalof pastoral lands frowm sottle.
ment and sale and leasing the same, was de-
feated as was also the provision requiring the
states ta provide fur organizing hydrographic
basins for the control of water il the Carey
land grant act was accepted.  The request
was carried for the appointment of a nationa'
irrigation commission as was also that for the
appointment of international commissions
with Mexico and Canada to regulate and
arrange as to our international water sup-
plics, The congress after sharp debate decid-
ed toask congress for asufficient appropriation to
push irvigation surveys, the ascertainment of
watersupplies under ground, surfaceandstorm,
It declares that the conclusions reached are
ilustrative of western unanimity; that they
ave of the highest national character, and seck
only to make new homes and fresh prospetity.
That the fundamental idea is not the separa-
tion of state and national interests, but co-
. uperation between thess powers within their
proper spheres, It endorses storage and forest
reservoirs and endorses the grant of one

million acres for reclamation to each of the
arid states, It deelaves that irrigation solves
the problem of homes and asks the coun-
try to so consider the ‘ixme presented.
The ivvigation congress veached no conclusion
in regard to the jolicy to be vecommended
concerning the reelamation of the arid lands
and the relation of the state and national
government to that problem, The wmatter
boing reforreil o thoseveral stato commissions
to report at the next congress, tho subject
will be fully investigated by those commis-
sioned, =0 that o wiso conclusion may be
reached, fu the menntime. howeve, the grant
of lands under the Geary law will give the
swveral states an opportunity to show what
they can do  in the way of reclaiming
such Jauds withuut national interference,

The question of irrigation is beginning to
attract much attention in Canada. In the
western territories and British Columbia we
have largo acres of land which require irriga-
tion, and it is of the utmost importance that
the work should bo begun on the right basis.
We can therefore wateh proceedings in the
United States with interest and profit by the
experience geined there. Irr‘gation is a work
which should not be undertaken in auny hap-
hazard way.,  To attain the best results, it
must be undertaken on a comprehonsive and
thoroughly defined plan.  There are two
principal points to consider, and these are:
First, the land which vequires irrigation ; and
secondly, the available supply of water for
irrigation purposes, In the United States
the great question is as to the control of these
two important considerations. some favoring
state and others federal control. It is
necessary that tho water should be 20 used ns
to be of the greatest pussible usefulness. hence
a general survey of the country is first
R reessary to determine the best plan of pro-
cedure and prevent any waste of water, In
the case of local or state control, there wounld
Ve a liability of the clashing of interests, in
taking water from streams which intersected
two or more divisions,

In Canada it has been proposed to form one
province or territory mado up of all the arid
region lying cast of the Rocky Mountains,
the province o formed to be handed over all
public lands within its boundaries, now vest-
ed in the Federal government,  Capital, it is
believed, could be secured upon the security
of the land and the work of irrigation could
be undertaken by the provincial government,
It is not likely however, that anything will
come of this proposal.  The Federal Govern-
ment now controls the public domain in the
arid regions of the torritorie., as well as the
rivers and streams. so that the Federal au-
thorities have the full control necessary to
undertake any irvigation work deemed advis-
able, or regulate such work by private com-
panies. In British Columbia the public land
belongs to the provinee, that province having
been a separate colony before it entered the
Canadian confederation,

The Canada Cotton Company, of Hamilton,
Ont., re-opened the mill on Monday, and
have posted a notice of ten per cent. reduction
of wages.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Mit. BRAITHWAITE, president of the Pat-
rons of industry. writes charging The
Commercial with breach of confidence in
publishing his lettor last wéok upon the binder
twine question. Now, there was cortainly no
breach of confidence about it, so far as The
Commereinl is concerned, and it is Mr.
Braithwaite's own fault if -he negleoted to
mark his lotter privato. Wo thought we
weredoing him the favor of publishing his
Totter in full. The lotter was addressed to
“the editor and was not marked private.
“Asit was e roply to an article which appeaved
in a previous issue of The Commarcial, it was
of course taken as intended for publicasion.

THERE ave times when nations, as well as
individuals, revuire to practice economy. The
financial statement of this country (published
elsowhere in this issue) indicates o deficit for
the year ended June 80 last, of over one anda
quarter million dollars. T'he reduction in
the sugar and other duties, at the session of
parhament in the winter of 1892-98, has no
doubt had considerable to do with the falling
off in the customs revenue. Our public debt
has grown heavily of recent years, and with
a popular movement for tariff refurm setting
in, the watchword of the future will have to
be strict economy.

It is reported that the Masscy-Harris im-
plement concern contemplate cstablishing a
manunfactory in the United States, at Niag-
ara Falls, and that with this object in view
they have been looking up asite at the place
named, 7his i3 probably in view of
the uxpectation that at an early date there
will be free trade in hnplements, As the
raw material is considerably cheaper in the
United States, in the event of free trade it
would of course be absolutely necessary to
have the factory so located as to be able to take
advantago of the cheapest purchasing mar-
kets.

Tue  Act introduced in the terrivorial
legislature to provide for the destruction of
noxious weeds, has been passed. This bill
provides that*‘every owner or occupantof lands
shall cause to be cut down or otherwise de-
stroyed all noxious v.eeds growing thereon,
and if any such owner or occupant suffers or
pormits any noxious weeds to grow thereon,
he shall be liable on summary conviction to a
fine not exceeding 820 for each day he suffers
or permits the same to grow thereon.” In
Manitoba the law provides a fino for neglect-
ing to destroy weeds, but we have never
heard of the infliction of this penalty in any
case, though a drive in any direction around
Winnipeg would disclose many cases of neg-
lect of the law.

I'r appears that after all the warnings which
have been given, some Manitoba farmers aro
still foolhardy enough to neglect treating their
seed wheat with bluestone, It has been prov-
ed over and over again, mnost conclusively,
that bluestone properly applied, is a complete

{Continued on Page 22.}
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