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veek. Ixports continue quite heavy and in
this fact lies the only hope for u strong market
later on. ¢* There is plenty ot whext, and good
wheat,” said a heavy buyer. ¢ Putting up
prices will simply result in overflowing elevators
and a stoppace of exports. It has been selling
for all it is worth, and farmers who sell now
will get as much as they witl by holding
it six to ten months, without the risk of
heatiog or weevil. I can't sce anythirg to bull
wheat on.”

The highest rnd lowest wheat prices by
grade on 'change during the week enciag to-

day, closing prices, and prices one year ago
were:

August 17.

Wheat. Highest. Lowest. Closing 1883
Wo. 1 hard.. 754 73 754 85%
No. 1 north'n 73 71 73 §2
w 2 .. 69 68 69 79

Futures were higher aud strong, in sympathy
with cash, September 1 hard opening at 74ic
and closing at 76¢ ; Octob:r opened at 753cand
closed at 77§c ; November opened at 77¢ and
closed at 773c. September 1 aorthern opened
at 72c and closed at 734c.  New wheat soud 1
to 2¢ below old on all grades.  Coarse graing
were quiet, corn closing at 3 to 44¢ and oats
at 24 to 27¢, all by sample.

Misrsturr—Has been easy and in fair supply,
bulk braa closing =t $3.50 to $8.75 and shous
at £9.25 to $9.75 per tou.

Frour—There is a fair export demand, at
slightly better figures, bakers grades being
most wanted. Domestic trade is nioderate in
volume, the maikets of the cast beiug crowded
as hard as possible by millers of all sections,
who wish to run theirmills full time, if possible.
Local milless are not working very hard for
orders at small margius, because of the pros.
pest of insuffizient power for some time to
come. They say they can not afford to use
sleam until thece is more profit on flow, and
do uot care to get behind on orders while they
depend on the river.

Quotations at the mills foi car or round lots
are: Patents, $1.30 to §4.20 ; straigats, $3.90 to
$4.25; first bakers’, $3.40 to §3.60; sccond
bakers® $2.90 to §3 ; best low grades, $1.70 to
$1.90 1 s bags ; red dog, $1.30 to §1.40, in bags.

These quotations are on flour in barrcls, cacept as
stated. The rule isto dieccount S0c per a3l for 250 and
140 1b jutc bazw, 20¢ for BSIL cotton racka, 1%¢ for 49t
cotton sache,10c for 2431 cotton sachs, and 20c for 491b
paper sacks.

The mil's did not close Gown the latter pars
of last week as was expected, and the flour pro-
duction veached a very fair figure, considering
the difficulty expericncad from low water. The
output of the week was 121,175 bbls—averaging
20,130 bbls daily—against 142,230 bbls the pre.
ceding week, and 72,620 for the enrresponding
timeic 1885, The matter of letting the water
out of the canal to clean it was reserved for the
present week, this being done Sunday morning,
and since that time al) except three of the mills
have been idle. The three ruzning are the
Pillsbury A, Colu-rbia and Phanix, represent,
ag a capacity of about 9;000 bbls. With the
iother mills down, they have ample power, and
tre running strong. Thosewho have the clesn-
ing of the cunal in charge stzte that they wil)
be avle to finish up the job 30 that the mills can
resume work Thursday, but the gezeral impres.

sioun prevails thut Monday will bo neaver the
time when this will occur. Moat of the mills
ave takingadvantage of chesatop to make needed
repairs, instead of closing down later. The ex-
ports are kept in the forties, not varying
greatly up or down.  With a slightly stronge:
wheat market, flour hastaken on rathera better
tone. There is quite a brisk dewand for
bakers’, but notat prices to induce millers to
sell freely,

The table below gives the exports of flour
from Minneapolis for a series of weeks:

Week endiag—  Bbls | Week ending—  Bbls
August 14 ... 45,920 [July 3........ 62,200
August 7 ... 49,025 | June 26 ...... 66,552
July 31 ...... 44,650 | June 19 ...... 44,400
July 24 ..., .. 49,500 | June 12 ... .. 50,000
July 17 ...... 48,000 { Juue5........ 79,750
July10 ...... 18,000

The following were the receipts at and ship.
ments f-om Minneapohs for the weeks ending
on the dates given :

RECEIPTS.
September 1 to
Aug. 17, Aug. 10.  Aug. 17,
Wheat, Lus .. 387,770 409,750 31,934,050
Rlour, bbls . 377 160 147,508
Mills uff| tons. 25 29 18,425
SHIPMENTS,

September 1 to

Aag. 17. Avg. 10. Aug. 17,
Wheat, bus .. 81,950 56,650 5,974,550
Flour, bbls .. 105,010 100,435 3,218,726
Miilstuff, tons.. 2,956 2,873 170,435

The wheat in clevators in Minneapolis, as
well as the stock at St. Faul and Duluth, is
shown in the apyended table :

LINNEAPOLIS,

Aug 16.  Avg. 9.
No. 1 harq, bus.. 1,119,947 1,136,412
No. ! northera, bus 586,442 591,946
No. 2 northern, bus 277,760 303,160
No. 3, 9,125 $,248
Rejected .. 23,750 20,465
Speaial bins . 223,633 967,502

® 2,239,587 2,329,736
Amount in store scine date
last year ........... 2,234,580 3,377,717

*These fixures donot includea conriderable quantity
of wheatin prinate clerators -nd sheds and annexes to
reizular clevators, nor that in mill birs,

ST. I'AGL.

Inclevators—  Aug. 18, Aug. 11. Aug. 4.

bush .. 630,000 537,000 631,000

Same date last year 350,000 503,000 302,000
DULCTH,

Aug. 16. Aug. 9 Aug. 2,

In store, bus, .. 2,819,036 3,035,300 3,332,605
Samedatclastyr. 1,935,746 2,301,300 2,658,900
—Nortiwes: Miller.

Commanication.
20 the Editor of The Commercial, Winnipeg :

Sir,—Your well timed remnarks, in your issue
of the 10th instaut, about the nced of proper
mail arrangements in Southwestein Manitoba,
have been read in this acighborhood with much
interest.

A fortuight ago I wrote a letter on this press-
ing subject to the Free Prese, but sofaras I
am aware this Las aot been publish-d, and con-
scquently I conclude it has not »rcached its
destination.

Some months ago my sons and I were asked

and readily sigaed a_petition for a bi weekly
mail scrvice Jo this district ; to that more than
respectful application we have, so farasIknovw,
not been favored with any reply, buta ahort

time ago we were jndignantly surprised atan
alteration in our mail service which not only
does not give us any increase, but positively
makes it worsd than it has hithesto been ; this
T will demonstrate as follows :

UNDER THE OLD PLAN,

We got our nail on Monday moraing, it went
out again to Pilot Mound, on Tuesday ; thence
to Manitou on Wednesday ; onto Winnipeg,
and if 2 letter was immediately answered we
got our reply on the fo'lowing Monday, or say
eight days in all,

UNDER THE NEW PLAN,

Our letters come in on Friday, answers go
back to Pilot Mound on Saturday, and actually
lie there until the following Tuesday and after
various delays reach Winnipeg shortly after
our following week's mail lms%:ﬁ: ; the result s,
our answering post has another long detention
in Maoitou aud Pilot Mound, and we get our
supplizs (provided our letters are answered im-
mediately) in about 15 days.

The whole distance is by road or rail under
130 miles ; you cau drive to Winnipeg and back
by a sho.ter route (about 225 w:iles in all) so by
tho moderate walking of 20 miles a day, wonld
walk to Wiauipeg and get our repliesin at least
four cays less then by ** Her Majesty's Mails,”

The mail sent west is as bad as this if not
worse ; I huve had disagveeable expeiience of
this lately in letters, I have wriiten to the
Turtle Mountain district ; 1 will instance one
only as illustravion of all.  On the 8th of July
1 sent a letter to Fairburn P.O, in the reply
my correspondent wiote *“I have just received
your letterand have just time to answer it be-
fore the mail soes out again,” that reply reached
me on the 30th ultimo, ornearly twice the time
that it takes fo~ a letter to reach Winnipeg
from England. The wmail authoritics manage
to alsorb this time by sending the mail the
longest possible route; now what I have to
write abovt tlus I can hardly expect you or
your readers to beiieve but the followiug are
the facts : a train goes along from Pilot Mouad
west daily, and stops at Killatney, some 14
miles from Faisburn P.Q., by this routa the dis-
tance would be say G0 miles, and we should get
a reply in 3 days, but instead of this the Postal
Department manage to get through 22 days, or
more than 7 times what they should by sending
the letter 130 miles dead tway from Fairburn,
viz. to Wianipeg thence 132 miles to Brandon,
and from there through ao end of post offices.
South some 75 miles to Fairburn, in short go
over five and a half times the distance that is
necessary.

A .t M-
Therailway west fiom Manitou has boss ron.#.3:<

ning fully 9 months and has been in excellent
workiag order for the last two thirds of thia
time, Lut it will haxlly La credited that the
mails ure atill treated as if the extension had
never beea made, in fact the service as shown
in this lette:, is sow worse than it was beforo
we got the Railway.

The above facts uot only concern us locally,
but they very seriously concern Winuipeg as
well; the country aflected is very large and
contaius many scares of scttlements in the very
best part of Mapitoba, and so wretched a mail
scrvice must serjously damage the trade, devel-
opment aud best iuterests of the Province 3 if
what T have related concerned a country ruled
by Turkey, or some part of Centmal Asia, or
cven one of the Soutn Awmerican States, it might
be credited, but it can hardly be believed of
this countiy which is supposcd to be managed
by good vigorous Anglo Saxon bleod.

Teawa short time ago that the head of the
Postal Scrvice of Canada, is ill, I fear that the
whole Department nuat be sick and requires
diastic reroedics.

I have written this letterat the request of
many fricuds and ncighbors, and if you will
kindly giveit carly insertion you will much
oblige them, and

Yours obediently,
W. Warroy.,
Maringhurst, Man., 1€ Aog., 1886,



