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IMDEPENDENCE 0F PARLIAMENT.
In its issue of M)Jay î th, the !ufoxîcary

TVnesqof Tomtîto iii referrîîîg te the eff'orts
of 1Mn. Hugli Sutherland<, ?iM.P., for the
construction o! the Hudsonîs Bay rail-
way, lias the foilo-wing oi the independ-
cîîce of parliaineut :

"Publie opinion is bcgining ta pro-
nounicp adversoly to nienibers oi parlia-
tuent bcirg intcrcqted in railways wii
receive graxîts of pu;Uic lard, At present
there is nothing in the law to prevent it,
and thé, question lias arisen out of soitiîe
iii.. idents, real or suippositittous, connected
-%ith the Northweýst Cent-al Ilailway.
It i% possible that, in future, tic Iidepeîîd.
eîîco Parlianient Act niay.be sa atr.,-ded1
as ta oxcinde nlienibers of parlianient front
public conîpallxes wlicli receive aid, ini
any forîn front the legisiature. Sucli a
ineasure, if pnopose<l, wvould prolmahly
encounter 110 opposition front ny
quarter "

WVe have no wvisli ta tuako titis instance
of Mir. Suthîerland and tlîe lIudson's Bay
rond o. special argument iii favor of
nnîendirng the Independe-ice o! Parliainenît
Act, net being- eithci sa inuch i nterested
il%, or anxiaus for obstrueting titis projeot,
as the î1lonclary Tille. lias se freîjnently
shown itseif o! late. 'Nor iîîdeed cal% 'v
soe anytiiin- iii tic ternis of tlîe charter
whlicl% weuid iîîdicate any speciai bhînder
oni tue part of tiip Domîinionî Ilonse iii
«ranting tlîis charter to oine o! its own
nienibers. As yet it lias sîowîs Up iloi.e
of the ugly fentures ruînored about the
Northiwest Ccntrai rond, and hlad the
sciieme ever disclosed à wvide field for
plunder for "lthe boys," it is îlot likely
thrt '3r. Sutheorland and lus coileagues
wauld have -at the charter so casilv
throughi the Domiinion Pariianieîit.

But there is undoubtcdiy wisdoin ia
the ainending of tlie Tidependence of
Panlinînent Act as shadowed by our
Toronto conteniporary, ani witlî the pass-
in- of such legisiation tiiere is noe part o!
thc Domnion whîich would be more bene-
iited thian Manitoba and tue Northwest
Térritories. Thie aider provinces of Cali-
ada owîi their owîî lands and otiier
natural resources, and consequently are
iii a rosition ta grapple witli their awîs
public u'orks tudertakings witlîout sub-
uîitting ta thie ineddling of Ottawa paliti-
cians. WVitlî the provinice and the tomr

tories hoyoiid it is quito ditroenlt. Wo
are ahloweil ta own and adîi'îiister noue
of our landis or otixer itatutrai resources,
anid wî'len aîîy public work is utîdertaken
here, Ottawa politicianis vote the payînoat
îîîaitily front resources here, and as experi-
fencp lias slîown, take care te look after
their own interesta% wheai se (loin-. The
fact ttat tîxo IHudson'a Bay railn'ay char-
ter is out o! the chîtelies oî Pastern
politcians and in the hands of North-
w~esternislue»l is elle of the gî'eatest
iysteries o! Ottawa legislation, and can

only be aceotinted for by Uic supposition
thiat whl gralited thest eastera paliti-
clatis believed it te be of no value, aud
iiierely a charter for an mgi~ y road.
W~c say it is a ittybtery, for wvith tlie
exception o! thls; charter ti iîistary of
tie Northwe.st si c on!ederation does
itat furnish another public works un(ler-
taking tierein, lu wvich eastei iîiterests
were not flie tirst, andi Northwvestern
nîierely a secand-ary consideratiùii, if con-
siulercd at ail. Aiiy arnendinent therefor,
wlîich would shut out the interference iii
aur publlic works of inenîbers of parlin-
menoit, whlo have lio iTterest ixx this country
beyoîxd tise dosire te niale profit eut of
.su',cit interference, Nvoulti be a change for
the hettor, iii so far as it wvould put a
che'ck tiponî political Il 1b:uclsliees}i," atic
%vuld (toulbhtss leave a fieldi for the enter-
lîriqe and capital of menx better litted to
,11ipe witiî great public undcrtakrings,
thaîait' Uicth buik of aur Doiiîinion Mý.P':;,
andt especia!ly thiat class wvite are ilost
ready ta securo andi peddtle a chartèr

But tue prniciple o! caxiplete indepciîd-
eiîce ixeefl ixt ho coiifincd ta the Domnion
Pariiaxnint, for it caîx bc carried witli
profit into provinvial legisiatures, aîîd wvith
teiiing effect iîîto aur Manitoba anc. Ant
expensive Royal conmmissioni lias rccently
bocîs nt work iii titis provinice ta wasli out
tise tiith thrownî* dcscrvcdly or undeserv-
ediy upoiî the leader o! the Gavernnnent
iii power. As in ail such muddles a great
shiare o! the muti piied upon Mr. Norquay
wvas probably withîout foundation in fact.
But witlî an absolute inclependence of the
Local Legisiature, which would prevent
thie use of itnes of proinînt politicians
.for joint stock booiiiî pýrposes, r
Norquay nor no othier member of thiat
liouse coulid be muade even a dupe o!
schiers, and the late Royal Commission
would nover have beeti necessary. But
%vhien ive find the unaine of the Premier
o! a prov-ince ou thea directorai- o! a coal.

nlngconipany, wlîiciî cornnenced opera-
tiens with about S4,.--O0 of etalî resources,
and iii a littie over a year reaclied insol-
vency wvîti liabilities of about $60,OOO ;
or oit the directorato of a gold ining
couspany, wlich lias sunik thousands upon
thousands of dollars securcd front the sale
of stock certificates, and wvhich lias Ixever
yielde.ed oxie dollar of returns, but lias sutik-
ail i di gging a big liole lu the ground to
wIîiclî it hlds 11o titie, fittîîîg up offices,
and supplying priutcd niatter and statioi-
ery, we niust expeet that the mass of
people %vite take oniy a suporficiai, view
of sucl imatters wvill expect tixat Iltiere
is soniething rotten iii Deninark." If
therefore tlîo indcpenpence of the Domini-
ion Parliainent is maide se absolute tlîat
the nines of îienîbers can be accepted
and used oniy as nien wvho serve tlieir
country pureiy for the reu)uneratiaa thecir
country allws themn, theu by ail mnea-as let
the principie be extencled to Provincial
Legis'atures, for it is certainiy iiiiuch
îîeeded.

A GREAT SCIIEME.
The Toronto Globe bas been getting, its

naine Up of lati, for craîîk correspon',lents,
soule of wlîom ]lave shown themselves
rather iniischievous as well as erratiet. as
for inistanice Mr. Conant with lus falîous
letter ont the Nortîwest. But perhaps
the înost cestatie craîîk %vit lias yet
scribbled for tie coluiinus of tiat journal,
is onc w~ho lias reccntly written under the
heading o! titis article. The IlGreat
Sehienie ' this correspondent lias got * s
iînpresscd uipon )lis narrow and biassed
iiid s~ as yet only in the intentions of
Senator Jolint Shermn o! Ohio, who
thinks of placing before tise twvo lîouses of
Congtress; a huge railroad uîndertaking,
which includes a great trunk lino conneet-
ing the UJnited States with ail tiîo replèb.
liesof Central and We.stern SouthAmnerica
dowvn soutx we suppose to the wiids of
Patagoniia, front whvli bath eastward aud
wvestw'ard nt conveniexît distances branches
will be run to the Atlantic and Pacifie
shores.

The financial. success of titis monster
undertaking the Globe correspondent
never for a moment questions, but swal-
low~s tho whole affair with a firn belief iii
the finencial omnipotence of Senator John
Shsermuan, an ex.Secroýtary of the 'United
States treusury. But the sucking eapacity
of this ecstatic mortai dom xîot end here,
for he jumps to the conclusion that with
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