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e mxm llnnnml»l. r Wilfria
urler, M and to his
u.-,.gu--u m the hunmnuu Cabi

8l —In pursuarce of the Interview
gravvd on the 100, Inst. to a special
W ttee appointed by the Canadian
Mar ifacturers’ Assoclation, when
hes they had the honor 1o consuit

ou regarding th
the Canadian L

plac before you a br view of the
stusion from the Nu!ulvmnl of our
xS ation.

Permit us to preface these remarks

hou word regarding our organiza-
ton und its attitude towards the
Juesiion at issue,

The Association.

With a membership of 1,218, repre-
senting as many factories, with an in-
extod capital of more than $400,000,-
o, and employing many thousands
{ mechanles, we are entrusted with
111 before you the Interests of the

nanufacturing industries of Canada,
waich have now become 8o important
pert of our Dominlon. In present
i these, we have In view one ob-
ect namely, the advancement of the
welfure of our country, by the ar-
angement of a fiscal policy which
Wil prove beneficial alike to the
anadian manufacturer, farmer and
sorkingman, and to the general wel-
sre of the whole Dominion,
Absolutely Non-Political.
We are a national, non-political,
usiness organization, Your govern-
nent has had opportunity during re-
ent yeari for observing the import-
it work which has been carried on
through our offices, affecting almost
very important trade question of the
lay, and"how the thought and experi-
of our members have
brought to bear upon these important
questions In the earnest desire that
we might assist the governing bodies
of our Dominion towar keeping
pace with the needs of our country
For some time past we have urged
in the interests of Canada, her

from politics, and be viewed as
tional business problem. As time
passes, and the tariff wars of nations
multiply, we are more than ever con-
vinced that in this we are correct
and we belleve it to be the duty of
the government of the nhu |nm-|.u.
ny party watchw
tlon, (o Immediately (ulnpl that pl liey
which will best defend the interests
of our citizsens, and not only secure
or Canada the development of her
vast resources, but preserve and fos
ter within our borders those great in-
dustries which provide industrial op-
portunities for her people.

Ju recommending an immediate and

| revision of the tari

us sole purpose, and we belleve we
e no other,

General Revision Necessary.
8ix years have now elapsed since
encral revision was made.  During
thit time Canada and her resources
have come to be better known, and
th: rapld development of a young
uniry such as ours, demands a peri-
slical revision In order to meet the
Aunkes in our industrial conditions,
pehich are becoming more marked
it h succeeding year. And furth-
hile we appreciate t port-
pnce of tarift lllblllly, we are certain
that you wi at our m\n in-
"capital, the interests of our
mployees, an r desire for the gen-
ur country, mn
tions ¢
art_which might prove detrimental
' the welfare of all concerned.
Permit us then briefly to call to
r uttention, In addition to what we
iready pointed out, a few gen
ral conditions which are nllmllm( us
ly present time, and
“hic | ufford unanswerable nrxunn-mu
or & neral tariff revision.
United States Domination.
Our most natural market, geo
ally ~the United States, is mt'r(lnl
s 1 cvery branch of industry and at
vers opportunity with a closed door.
iven the products of the soll, where
might expeet to produce for their
onsuming  milllions, they purchased
rom us last year only $8,000,000
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worth, while our s nllrvml and less
protected population of 1-15  (heis
number patroni farmers to
I|| tarifts affect us
The Canadian
tarift in m.m) items Is 80 low and the
methods of competition and under-
valuation of our $

tates com
are so succ that they
to supply a e portion of
goods which we consume, and
which, in order to benefit all classes
of Canadlans, should b ctur
in our own factories ther
nadian tariff would
sonably adequat
y us to their advantag:
and to our own destruction by mak
ing our market the dumpingground
for thelr surplus produ

We have 8t00d by and 3
successful campalgn. We
our imports from the Unite

000,000 In 1866 to §i
, until last year they reached the
enormous sum of $120,000,000. Surely

COMMERCIAL

ed rather than ob  cted to, the prefer-
ential tarifl; and yet you must be
aware that 1 any of our industries
suffering to-day from the competition
of the Hritish manufacturer, with his
tremendous output, and his heap
capital and labor

"his grievance is aygravated by the
fact that the prefer ntial provisions
are taken advantage of by manufa
turers of Germany and other cour
tries, who have thelr goods pract
ally transhipped from Britain, a
thus obtain a preference In our may
kets which they are not entitled to-
preference which Is nothing short of
an injustice to the manufacturers of
this country

We are desirous that Great Brit
and our sister colonies should still |
this market, but
Who will defend the Canadian govern
ment in continuing that preference to
the detriment of Canadian capital and
workingmen, especlally  when  th
Canadian producer recelves no comn
pensating preference in the market
ireat Britain ?

Our Position To-Day.

From this brief outline, the wh
situation in Canadian industrial
velopment |s apparent. Many of our
industries have been  comparatively
prosperous during recent years, This
en due largely to the abnormal
prosperity which the world at large
has enjoyed, the partial protection af
forded by the present tariff, the grow

INDIAN BOYS AT WORK IN GARDEN, AT BRANDON INDUSTRIAL
SCHOOL.

it 1s a significant fact for all Canadian
|nm|m ors that while we pride our-
sely pon advancements made dur-
ink the laat aix years, yet that during
that time, with all our splendid re
sources, and our almost unlimited
capacity for production, our imports
from the United St Increased
nearly three times as much as they
did during the preceding thirty years
Of the 3120000000 worth we hought
from them lg year, VOO0 was
made up of manufactured goods
or more than value of the
wheat grown last ye: our whole
Northwest. True, we may congratu
e ourselves upon nslon of
our great Northwest, but what does it
profit Canada If we give the whole of
our Northwest crop in the encourage
ment of United States industries op
posed to our own, and enhance fc
the United States farmer the value of
his market which ~'x<l\hhm at every
point the farmers of Canada.
British Competition,
Turning to the more distant but
An-ll)‘ markets of Great Britain, we
find that the motherland _ purchased
from us last year only $117,000,000, ux
compared with $631,000,000 which she
purchased the previous year from the
producers of the United States. We
purchased from Great Britain in turn
only $49,000,000, about one-third of
the amount supplied to us from the
United States. And this, in spite of
the fact that we have given a prefer-
ence of one-third of the entire duty t
the products of the Mother Country
The Preferential Tariff.

Your honorable government will
bear witness to the fact that our as-
soclation has consented and support-

Ing excellence of the products of
‘anadlan factorles, and specially to
the fact that the demands of  the
United es market, where indus-
tries are encouraged have taxed the
output of the United States manufac
turers to its fullest capacity. This
home demand has been so great that
r pENizing the IIIv|mHu\(n of thelr
own market, have sacrificed
eir export ll.hhn and speakin;
erally, have confined their attention
largely to thelr own country u
even in spite of this, It 1s quite clear
that any ground gained by the manu-
facturers of Canada has been only by
, and in face of thy
compelltion from the United
Great Britain, many and
1% such Bas bok i
fence during a perfod of pros
v What may we expect when de
pression comes and our manufactur
ar forced (o ympete  against
those gigantic aggregations of capital
which control the speclalized indus-
tries of the United States, and which
as our Imports prove, have already
changed the trend of business in
many lines of manufacture. It is quite
true that some of our most important
industries are suffering to-day
even those which are enjoying a mea
sure of prosperity, look into the future
with grave apprehension, knowing by
experience the ruin which will cor
tainly sweep over us when the wave
of prosperity begink to subsil nl
the first signs of a_depression are felt
in the great republic to the south,
That this change is not far distant
has already been pointed out by some
of the highest commercial authorities
and some of the keenest minds in the
United States.
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In view of all these facts, we believe
it our duty to sound the note of warn

Ing In Canada, and we belleve that
only a careful revisio the tarift
an protect In any degree, the Indus

trial interests of our country, if such
conditions arise.

While the reasons already cited re
fer more specially to the nceds of th
manufacturing industries of our land
it is the carnest desire of our associ
ton that those tariff items affecting
the products of our farms, our mines
ind our fisheries, e

ed from the same national
ness standpoint, and  such
made as will ensure to Canadiun
ducers the adequate defence of *thelr
industries in_the hoi !

We then humbly  pray thst your
honorable government  will  give us
your worthy assurance that this most
important question will receive your

valued attention during  the coming
ession_of parliament, and that you
will tuke immediate steps  towards
bringing about the changes which are

0 necessary

CONSOLIDATION OF RURAL
SCHOOLS.
(Fr the 'oronto News.)

The minister of education has under
conglderation a most important pro-
ject in the proposed system of c
solldating rural schools in districts
where such a change would be desir-
ible and practicable. In most of vur
rural communities the educational
problem 18 unsolved to a cons) erable
degree. It has been the custom with
many parents to send the more ad-
vanced pupils to the High School in
»win when they could afford it, but
only the comfortably-situated parents
of ‘ambitious children could do this.
If it be possible by consolidation to
congregate under one roof the pupils
In senior forms who have not passed
the entrance mination, a great
thing will have been dome. The plan
has been tried in several States of the
Unlon, notably in Michigan, where
conditions e similar to those in On-
tarlo. In Ottawa county, in the state
mentioned, four school districts wer
consolidate ne a central school-
house built. After the consolidation
three teachers did the work which re-
quired four formerly, and, as
school was graded, they did It better
Many of the chiliren ~ lived several
miles from the schoolhouse,
were transported to and from school
in covered spring wagons at the ex-
pense of the consolidated municipai-
Ly Las year a two years' high
school course was added to that of the
common school and now the entire
cost of maintenance Is but little more
than that of the four old separate sec-
all the extra expens
I8 caused by the transportation, but
this must be more apparent than real.
The children undoubtedly gain in
comfort and health, and are better
ible to learn than they would be after
1 long trudge through the snow, to
say nothing of the more serlous dan-
gers to bodily well being. In adition
to this, the work of teaching is better
lone, the schoolhouse |s much more
sanitary and the teachers are enabled
o profit by intercourse with each

Canal Tolls Abolished,

Tolls on Canadian canals will be
ibolished for two years as an experi-
ment. This announcement was made
in parliament at Ottawa yesterday

A large sash and door fact
being established at Fernie,

the Fernie Manufacturing Co,
Nellson, who is supplying th
says it will be one of the |
t between Winnipeg  and  the

There will be a large increase in the
number of brick nufactured it
Winnipeg this season. Several new
plants are being put in. .\nmnx thes
ArL AW Just placed by J

hoof 50,000 capacity per ‘Lu.
these is being put in by
s an \'IILI!k#‘IIN‘IH of
thelr pres plants, and t
the \\m.n,w Brick Co.
is 4 new concern,

in
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