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POUR STANGE AND TRUE STORIES.
In the Jsnuary ai 1876 I craSSLd tle AtlaLt!C fOr tbe final lime. My

destination was Roume, sud niy dc"-r frîîcd J-.hn G. Wlîtticn gave me a
letter of introduction ta Wil.am sud Miry Howiti, wbo wtce theu rebid.u3g
titere, and wborc frieudstip lie had made by a long connespandctce. Sion
alter my arrivaiIn loinum, 1 presenttd tii lettcr, aud the werkly cvcilng
1 speut wath tle Uowitts are among tle pleasantest recollectiaus af my
Roman winttr sud spiing. Buîh Mr. and %Ir. Ilawitt 'vere firni believers
in the phenomena of spiritualiso, suds asance oau hour witb sonne amitcur
or prolessianal medium wvas olîcu part of tbe evenfng's entettainmcut. I
can recail nothinig that 'vas at ait couvincing lu these 6,*anccâ, and uotbing
ai a special interest except the conversations ta which they led. But anc
af these talks fixed itseli lu my meniory as the mosi striklng record ai spiri-
tumlsut experience which bad tIen came ta my knowledge.

I wae calling anc alternoon au Mrs. llowitt, and wc 'vere speaking ai
thc 6éatico-a very barrera one, as it scemned ta meof the nighi before. ' I
am afratd 1 am a loin sccptic,' I sad. 'I1 find natbing couvinciug lu auy
ai Ilese expernments.' Mie. llawltt was silent far a mameut, aud then sIc
eaid, '1 thitik 1 will tell lIc somcthing thst happened lu my awn l11e.'

1 muet say, belote going any funther, tbai there arc certain unimportaut
details of Mns. Howitt's stary 'vhich I have forgotten. 1 cannai recalt the
naine ai the river wbich she meuîioned. ncr do 1 remember juil how miny
ycmns « Willle' flawitt lad becu desd; but ihe main facts, blase which bear
upon spirit communion or titaugît transferense, are indelibly impnessed
upan my mcmary.

Mrs. Iiawitt tld me tbat bier son hait lec o aa exploriaig party to New
Zsaland. She 'vas lu the habit ai hearing iroua hlm by cvery possible past,
for bie 'vas the dariing of bier beart, and be took lthe greaiest possible cure ta
spare ber ail possible anzieîy by kecpinig bier iuiormed ai is movernents.
One day site received a lcîter teliug bier that she musi ual be auxiaus il
several succceding posts lrougbî bier no communication, for lie 'vas gaing
wiui bis party to explore the iargest river lu New Zeiland, a river which
led tîrougit an unci'jil.zed and unknoîracot-ry, and no postil communica-
tion wouid be possible uctii bis return. Site fei no auxieîy, therelore, dur-
log the first 'veek ar two ai bis silence. Then ail aI once a sînange impres-
sion came ta ber.

« 1 'vas outIn thc garden,' shc said, 'sntong my flowers, wbeu suddenly
I 'vas tld that my Willie was dead.'

« Told l' I asked. « How 'J Did yau hear a voice ?,
'I1 cannai make tîce undcrstand. 1 beard, sud yet I did not hear 'vitI

my badiiy cars. 1 'vas made aware. I did ual believe tIen so firmly as I
believe now in tle possibiiîy ai spiritual communication, and I said nathlog
ta my husband, but lie saw lIai aomething lad saddened me, and several
blutes lie said, 1 Wlat ails tîce, Mary 1 WVbat le wcigbiog an tîy mnd ?'
But an Suuday lie came ta me sud lie said, 'I1 know nor, Mary, wbat la
broubling tIee-Willle la desd.' And tle very next day a ]citer came [rom
New Zc:alsud, aund il 'vas fromn anc ai Wilie's campaniona an tle exploning
expedhtian ; and il said tîat Willie lad (allen averbard 'vîcre the river
'vas swi(t as 'vel as deep, and ail efforts ta rescue blm lad been lu vatn.'

Soon aller, I remember, Mn. Â1 witt came lu, snd Mrs. Howitt said ta
hlm, ' William, 'vil! lIc tell Mrs. ManItou how 've beard of Wlllie's deatb '
aud M~r. Howitt's version carespouded in aIl respects 'vitI tIc om.e lis 'vlec
ladl juat given me.

My second story ai spiritual couiMULiCation caucerns a relative ai my
own, a cousin, bora 111e myzcîf lu Connecticut, 'vIa 'as murrled and
settled in the West. Her mother, 'vIa lad lu ber lifetime been a firut
beliver fi, spiritualfsm, had becu dcad (or soute years ; aud even sinco bcr
death my cousin lad believed lnulber constant piesence afinfluence, sud
lad arranged ber life accanding ta 'vhat sIc bz-leved ta be lier motber's
guidance. .I do flot remember tle precise date, but it must bave been
about elgîteu yeara mga 'vIen she was urgeutly cutreated by ber moiber to
chango aIl bier plans for tle summer and go ta fir-off Cannectlcut. 'Ask
your buslaud ta ici you go,* said the Influence; « tell hlm low important
you feel that it is, aud leg him ual t0 mnswcr haztily, but ta tale tim: ta
cousider it.'

That cvenug my cousin made ber requesi. I am ual certain 'vIetler
bier lusbiud believes that île compelling influences by wlic blis wvife is sa
aiten maved arc really ai spiritual anigin, but at any rate le knoa~v how Sig-
nîficant tbey are ta bier. Sa 'vîcu sIc asked if sIc mugît baire ilcir thrc
chldren sud go East, sud ai the samne &.ine entreated hlm ual ta auswer
l'astily, lic listcned lu silence. A fcw days taler lie taid ta ber. 'I1 have
been thiuking of 'vhat you prapoeed the otber nighl, and il yau icel sa
earncstly about il, I don't l11e ta say no. But I can't lave tle fmmily ail
braken up. Yau may tale thc youngest boy' (a 11111e fellow ai tîrce) 1 and
leave the allers 'vitî me.'

Accordiugly my cousin made ber prep2ratiaus for lcaving lame. AIl
ibis tIme sIc baid no intimation whatevcr as ta tle special rcasun fo aw'hich
ber jauruey 'vas ta le made ; but 'vîcu ale was ieaving thc bouse, lier
housekeeper said ta ber : 'I1 do lape, mm'am, you won't le goue ail sum-
mer. It wvlIl le lonesome bere 'vithnut yau.' And my cousin ansivcred,
'1 , no, my tîer 'vili le dcad and lunicd, and 1 shall blea litrhee be-
fane tle mniddle ai July.'
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Shc assured nie that tbe8e words were as unexpected to heraeif as ta htr
listener. VtiiUZ she heard thent toi1lt ler oicia eare, she dia not ai ail ku.,w
wYbat she was sayitig.

She came ta Connecticut, and went at once ta ece ber fatbar, wvî,
seemts. tu btas wliî as when ahc had een bim tbree years bzlore, and as
well as a nian uf has age was ai al! lhkcly ta be. That aght eh e iras Sitting
in lier own room, and shte said ta htrseil, 1 1 rcaily cluti't sec what, I was sent
on licto for-férher sems as weil as ever ta me.' And instantly the Bflswcr
came, 1 Yes, hie secms s0, nom. He won't be takien eick tilt jue, wlicn
3 ou arc vieiîing Mrs.-, and then he'il never get hetter.'

Sor affer lthat shc came Io Boston ta paie a rew dais with me ; and
duriug bier viait she sald ta me; . You bave afien wisbed for same tost ne Lo
the genuiness of spiritual impresoiins. 1wiii put anc in your kceping.
Trien bhe told me this ttury, preciseiy as 1 have bere reiated it, snd added,
'Now, yuu kucrw why I came East, when 1 dida't mean tu, and what 1 have

b:en old,; and you can sec fur yourseli what the neIl developuteuts are.
Early lu Junc she went ta make the visit ta More --. Site bad becu

there but two or tbe dais when the persan wit.. whomn ber laither baarded
arrived, and asked ta sec lier.

'X'our father'a been taken sick,' said this womain, 1 and he's a very 8lkk
man. L'd Dire ta bave yoti move him. Hc's got relations enougb, and 1
don't feel like living hLm sick Bnd maybe die iu my bouse.'

My coaLaan went with hier ta hcer father, sumntoning a akiliful physician
ta ber aid. ' Ca I move him ?' ahc asked, airer a tharaugli examination
had beeu made. ' Yes,' was the answer, ,'I don'î think Il wil hurt him to
bc moved to-day , but yau must make haste about i. He's a vcry eick
man, snd he'll be worsc before bie la be:ter.'

The patieut was muved, ihereupor:, to the haote of a widowed aiiiter,
and bis daughier watched faitbiuliy b.-side him. When a fortnigbt had
pats.-d, bier aunit sald ta ber anc moang. 1You oifght ta gct oui and take
the air. It docs your father no gond for you to shut yourself up so ciasely.'

4 1 can't go out ta-day,' was the instant rcply, ' for i ta the last day ai
My iather's Ille ;' and agalu, my cousin assure me, abe bad not the lit
idea ai whal was comiug until she ixerseif heard thc spokcn words. iler
aunt went ia( the sick man's room, and presently rcturncd, 8aying, 'I1douît
sec any change in your fither, or anytbirig tai looke as if ibis was goiug to
lit is last day.' 'Ni,' said my cousin, 1 lie wiil ual die tilt ucariy four
o'clock Ibis sfternortu,' aud again these warde were as unexpccted ta bier
until shc heard 11cm, as ta bcr aut.

It was from twcuty minutes ta a quirter of four, that aiternoon, wben
thc sick man brcatbed his last ; and it was July 12 wbon, after a brief
aojaurn ai somne seaside place, my cousin again cntered tho doars ai bier
WeTstern home.

My other two stories werc told me by a Massachusetts min who bai
travclicd much sud lived much abroad, and bas made mare investigations
int the occuli than 1 coula recounit hetre. Ilo bas mcai. widcly and thougît
deeply, and at auy rate bce la entirely ta bc trusied. lic is a disbeiievcr lu
spiritualisut, sa called,-or perhaps I ébould say a doubtcr,-but bc plcdgcs
bis word for thc truth of thest atonies, which be admits thai hie as cntirely
unable ta explaiu.

Bath incidents date bick at least a do%-. yeams. My frieud lives la
Whitinsviile, Mase., and bc bied been invited ta the bouse ai an acquaint-
ance, in tle necigbbaring toa ai Uxbnidge, for a spiritualistic déaucc at
wbich the much-decried Maud Lord was ta be the medium.

On thc afteruoon of the appoiutcd day, a fricnd from Providence ai-
rived unexpectcdiy, ana there was nothlug fur it but ta take tbis uniarseca
guest aluug ta Umbridgc. But il ail caused some delay, and the stance lad
alroady begun when they arr.ved, and tbe min fromt Providence was ual
lntraduced even ta thc hast of the evening, and be was an cutire stranger
ta cvery anc in the raom.

Very sono, bowever, the mediaum turncd ta hlm, aud said, ' If you
pleasr, sir, Sarah 'vaut, ta speak ta yau.' lThe Providence young min made
no respiuse, and the m-dium tutned bier attention ta soute anc cisc. Agaîn
sIc tuxned back ta him, later an, and said, a3 ba-fére, ' Sarahi wants ta speak
ta yau,' sud again lie made no respause. Fiually just as thc scance was
nearly aven, she tarned ta bim a thli 1 limit, anad « 'Sarah wants very
mucli ta speak ta ion. She aays lier namc is Sarah Thornl.un fleane-
D-e-a-a-e, Deine,' spClllng out the tst nama, leiter by letter. Stîl tle
Providence man made no reply , aud sitar they bad lcft, the bouse, lie ail.!
ta mny fricnd : « Whai rubhisb it ail Is i Wby, I neye. knew auy Sarah
Tboruion Dtane In rny 111e.'

But he cbanced one day, some weeks tler, on an impulse af idie cur-
lositv, ta ask au aunt ai bts If sbe ever heraio a Sarah Thomuton D.:anc.

Yesc, indeed,' was tle answer, ' but sbe's dead, long ago. Sho itved w,îh
your muother tîrce ycars-one belore yau wcre barn sud two aftcrwards.
Shc took carc ai you tbose two years, and aIe just set ber lufe by yan.'

8 And did she cal! leracîf Sarah Tnoruton D:-aue-ali tbrze ontmes!
And was the Dtane spclled with a final e ?'

« Yes, sice always put tIe Thornton lu ; aud shc sp.-led the D--ane w,ýh
an c. But what set you to Ibinkiug about ber?1 Sbc's b.en dead years and
ycsns, and I donîit if you ever stw lier afier yan 'vere tîrce or four ycari
aid.'

' Yes, but I chauced ta hear lier narie,' said tle Providence youog
man ; sud lie be-gun ta blink thît pcrhaps ht was ual ail a [rend.

The fourth and last of my staries ee ta nme perhapa tle airangest of
ail. It was ai a stance at wbich mny Whutiusviile friend was present, ià
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