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THE CRITIC

The Londondersy Iron Company, Acsdis Mines, N.S., are running their
works to their fulleet capaoity, chiefly on iron, water and gas vipe.

Tho firm known as Murdochs' Nephows stauds undoubtedly pre-eminent
a8 one of tho largest dry goods firms in tho Maritime Provinces, and they
claim that their commanding goaition ensbles them to do business to the
advantago of their customers by 10 per cent. bolow other houses, and ronders
them extramely formidable to sll competitors. Thoy confidently luok for-
ward to tho transaction in 1890 of busisness to the oxtent of $1,000,000.
‘The five alory building ocoupied by this ontorprising firms on Hollis St. is
woll kncwn to everyons in Halifax. Sevoral improvements have been
recently effected in their premises. The building iv obe of the hand-
somest in the city, and has = fronlage on Hollis St. of 100 feet, extend-
ing GO feot west on Prince St. On ontering tho handsome front entranco of
this spacions edifico wo find oursclves on the ground tluor, in which are
storod the immense stock of cloths of evory deacription for tailoring purposes.
flaving noted tho quality and designe of the vsrious fabrics, we ascend a
witde and commodious staircase to tho first floor above, where one of the fin-
eat stooks of fanoy goods in the Maritime Provinces is 1o bo scen. Thoe second
floor is dovoted to gonersl staples and dress goods, stock cnough, one
would think, tosupply the entirc Dominion. One noteworthy featurs of
this department is the excellent light afforded from each side, the oxtonsive
room being exceptionally well lighted. Continuing our oxplorations, wo
are ushered into room after room, over flooring with evary doscription of dry
goods, hosjery, linens, dress goods, ladies’ wear, csrpets, house furnishing
goods, etc. An able and compstent staff preside over the various depart
wments, hesded by Mr, Buak and Mr. Jenkins, and customers visiting vae
city will find every attention and the utmost courtesy shown them. A new
elevator on the lates. improved bydraulio principles hss been added, and
visitors are carried from flat to flat without the slightest inconvenionce
to themselves, In its completeness in every department, it is s«fo to ssy
there is scarcely an establishment to compare with it in the Domizion of
Canads, The Meesrs. Murdochs' Nephews give permanent work to 25
employees. Their estsblishment is altogether a credit to the city of Halifax

o
CITY CHIMES.

The waiking in many places has been precarious and not at all permanent
owing to ice during the week. Itis kind and thougntful when citizens strew
ashes on their particular piece of ice, instosd of leaving it as a trap for the
unwary pedestrian, but  little judgment should be exercised in the use of
ashes. The usuai way is to 1ake a scuttle full of sshes, well mixed with cin-
ders and emall pieces of coal, snd to dumE this in epots over the ice. The
only clean gnd respectable method is to have the ashes as free as possible
from cinders and coal, and to sprinkle them thinly over the ice. 7t is bet-
ter if they can be put on while hot and #0 take hold of the ice immediately.

Wo understand that the Amateur Dramatic Socicty have decided not
to give any performance this season owing tothe long snd continued success
of the McDowell Company, We trust, however, that they will endeavor to
give an entsrtainment sometime before the spring. They have always suc-
coeded in drawing largy and foshionable audiences,and the general public
enjoy seeing the youth, beauty and talent of our city coming to the frout.
Bzdu.this the receipts aro bestowed on local cherities and philanthropic
snterprises,

The City Council have resolved to apply to the logislatuve for-powoer to
borrow money for the purpose of paving the streets aud sidewalks, This is
s matter of which TaE Cairic hes frequently urged the necessity, and it is
gratifying to find that this necessary work will prob bly be andertaken
within the near future. It is certainly not before it is needed.

Thero is to be & carnival at the Exhibition Riok on the 27th inst. There
will be an elsctric display, and numerous other novelties are to be intro-
dused. No doubt it will be most attractive, and will be well patronized.

A Scotch concert is to be given in St. Andrew’s church ou the 24th inst.
under the patronage of the North British Society. A aplendid programme
is being prepared, and all who love the works of Scotland's greatest poot
should make an effort to be present on the occasion which colebrates the
anniversry of Robert Burns' birth.

Alas for the hopes of those who have been longing for suow. On Sunday
the land was in perfect condition to receive its beautiful white mantle, and
when the soft flakes began to fall silently and gradually piled themselves
deep on ths ground, it seemed as if we were going to have a return of winter
of the old-fashioned sort. On Monday, however, all hopes were dashed, and
raip and fog soon turned the snow to slush, through which it was impossible
to pass dry shod, except in rubber long boots. Tho out-door skating was
also spoilt, mach to the regret of numbers of people who prefor it to rink
skating. Tuesday and Wednesday were sessonably frosty, and by the time
this appears in print wo may bo favored with another fall of the beautiful,
which will be appreciated by the livery stable keopers and their patrons at

loast, if not by the people generally. -

The E. A, McDowell Company have closed their engsgement in Halifax,
which has been an unprecedented success, and no one can now say it is uso
lees 't0 bring companies of recognized merit here becauss they can notobtain
audiences Forten weeks ths McDuwoll Compeny have beon giving por-

audionces have been good, and at sowe  standing room * has boou at &
premium, Tho plays produced have ssa rule been well kuown and popu.
lsr compositions, most of thom of » atawp oaloulated to pleaso poople of
tasto and refinement. ‘Tho success which has attonded the Company has bson
well desorved, and the membors of it havo mado many friends in Habfsx,
Laat week ** Jugaged” was given on Friday and Saturday ovem. ts, and
“ Thoe Private Secretary ' drow a large sudienco at the prim matinco oun
Saturday safternoon, when four paits of gold-plated skates woro presentod by
the wanagemont to the lady, girl, gentleman and boy holding the lucky
numbsra.  On Mondny aod Tuosday avenings Sirdon's grost comedy-drema,
“ A Wifu's Poril ” was presented, On Wednesday a triple bill, *¢ Suuw-
ball,"* * My Unclo's Will " and * Pap, or confusion confounded,” was given,
and on last night a grand complimentary benofit was tende-ad to Mr E. A,
McDowaoll, who assumed tho rolo of * Conn ” in the * Shaughraun.”

COMMERCIAL.

Business gonerally has not got quite over the effects of the holidays, and
there aroe fow uoticoable fontures in conuection with thoe ditforont wholesale
branches of trads,

Tho weather conlinues unfavorable to the vigorcus prosecution of trade,
Our first real snow-storm this season occurred on Sunday, but. beiug suc
cooded by & warm, drizzling rain during that night and the following doy,
“ the beautiful  1apidly disappeared. Tho season iz undonbtedly far
advanced, but we may yet hopo for seasonable weather snd snow onough to
givo the necesssry impetus to tho lumbering business,

The Bank of Evgland o few daye since advuauced its rate to 6 por cout.,
and tho streot rate in London moved up to 63 per cont,, with short Joans at
short date as high as 7 per cent. At tho samo time despatches from New
York stated that storling exchange was demoralized and almost uusaleable,
with streot money scarce, as high as 18 to 20 por cent, being paid on call,
If the prosent stringency continues it will certainly tend to put up tho rate of
discount in this market, although somo assert that there neod not be tho
slightest foar of avy advanco in thet direction. Bo that as it msy, it has
bean noticed lately that the essier feoling in call loans which aet in last
wonth did not extend to time loans, and that virtually thero lias-boen no
larger supply of legitimatoly negotiable loanable funds than thero was before,
tho easior feeling in call loans being caused by the londing of monoy that
should be held by tho banks as reserves, and which is bound to be culled in
before the last dsy oc the month in order to sppear in the monthly bank
statements to the Government. i

Bradstreet's veport of the week's failures :—

Week Prev. Weeks correspondingto

Jan, J. week~———— Jan. 3 ——— Failures for the year.
1300 1889 1883 1887 1856 1889 1888 1887  18S6
United States.. 310 237 286 203 201 11719 10387 0740 10568
AuAd8. . 000000 28 30 2 15 13 1616 1730 1315 1186

Tho following are the assignments and business changes i this Proviunce
during the past week :—Rufus Porter, genoral store and hotol, Kentville,
adv. stock-in vrado for sale by tender; Brown Bros. & Co., drugs, Halifax,
admitted, Wm, H, Hamillon partner under game style; D. F. McDonald,
general store, Victoria Mines and Lingan, nssigned to M. A. MeDonald,
in trust for bonefit of creditors ; Tnos. C. Johnson, watchmaker and jeweller,
Halifax, admitted Chas. E and Atbert G. Johnson, under the stvle of Thos,
C. Johnsnn & Sons; C. & W. Anderson, grocery and liquois, H difax, sold
out to C. Willoughby Anderson, who continues the business undor tho simo
style; Geo. A, Leslio, Halifax, transfor 85 to Garduer Clish interest in pro-
perty of Dufforin gold mines ; National Supply Co., Louis F-ldman only,
copartnership registered Dec. 20, 1889 ; Hen:y Caun, couse: § to Mary Cien,
his wife, to do business in her own name ; P, P. Archibald, hotel, Ha:ifax,
sold out to Jus. Grant.
Dry Goops.—Ths dry goods situalion is featureless and quiescent, snd
merchants aro now looking forward and trying to judge what the spring
trado will amount to. On this point there is considerable divergence, of
opinion.  Still wholesalo houses admit that tho winter's trade must now
prove extremely disappointing, the continued mild, opon weather with no
stoady cold spells having assured tho carrying over of large stocks to another
goason, which means that further extensions of credits will have to be given
eithor hy tho wholesale hnuses or by the banks,  Still, on the other hand,
it seems plausible to anticipate that tho small call for winter goods may cause
an unusually large demaud for spring varieties. Now spriug samples aro
arrriving by each incoming steamer, snd travellors will scon be out with
thom—indeed a fow have already started. Remittances are slow, but thore
aro ressons for expecting them to improve with the turn of the year. Cotton
and woolion staples aro quist but prices aro firm,

1nowN, HArDwARE axp METaLs,—The market is quioct for pig with very
littlo business on spot. DBar iron and other mapufactured products are firm
with sn upward tendency. Metals in London are stondily advanciug, which
has tondod to strongthen tho market in Now York. Montreal and olsewhoro
on this side of the water. Advices from tho great pig iron contres in Groat
Britain are very strorg, private cables roporting sales of Scotch warrants at
64s., which is an advance of 23, 7d. within o few days. It is curious to
note from statistics, which wo have not room to reproduce, that in Scotland,
whilo thero is a stock on hand cqual to twelve months' output, yot thero is
an appparent oxccss of comsumption over curront production. In the
Cumborland distriet the production is shown to have increased aver that of
Inst yoar. - Yat, despits larger supply, the stuck on hand has been reduced
153,300 tous. Qo tho faco of the returns it would appear that tho English
consumption apd oxport exceed the production. Still tho resorvo stocks

formances overy evening as well as Satardsy matinees, at all these the
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and the natural tendency of high prico to stimulate the production render
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